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Myanmar 'rebel’
arrested as joint
forces raid hills

STAR REPORT

A joint team of the army and police detained a suspected
member of Myanmarese rebel group Arakan Army during a
combing operation in Rajasthali upazila of Rangamati early

yesterday.

Myanmar national Aung Nu Young, 25, was captured at a
house near Nayajhiri College in a remote area, said OC
Wahidullah Sarker of Rajasthali Police Station.

The operation was launched in Chittagong Hill Tracts
around 10:00pm on Wednesday, hours after the rebel group
attacked a BGB camp in Bandarban that left one soldier
injured, according to Border Guard Bangladesh sources.

The “rebel” was arrested from a room of the two-storey
house of Ranaiju Rakhine. Police suspect that Ranaiju might
have links with Arakan Army, added the OC.

"Aung Nu Young bore marks of splinter wounds. He
seems to have been injured in a mine explosion,”
Director General Maj Gen Aziz Ahmed told a press confer-
ence at the force's headquarters in the capital yesterday.

BGB members later joined the combing operation that
ended around 1:00pm yesterday.

The joint team broke open the door of Ranaiju's bed-
room and seized three sets of combat uniforms of Arakan
Army, around 30 yards of cloth of the uniform, three cam-
eras, three laptops and a mobile phone. Three motorbikes
and two horses were also seized, said BGB sources.

The OC said Aung Nu Young had been residing in the

BGB
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A purple-backed starling on a tree at the National Botanical Garden in Dhaka.

A tale of purple-
backed starlings

SOURAV MAHMUD

them.

Bangladesh is a country of starlings,
shalik being the most common spe-
cies. Jibanananda Das, in many of his
poems, has expressed his deep love
and affection for shalik. A total of 12
species of starling are found in
Bangladesh. Some of them, like shalik,
are very common while some are
uncommon. There is also the rarest
purple-backed starling and this is the
story of how we sighted a huge flock of

Very early one morning, | along
with Bangladesh Bird Club president

Dr Niaz Abdur Rahman, had visited
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Bolt takes
gold again

AFP, Beijing

Jamaica's Usain Bolt easily
outstripped American rival
Justin Gatlin to claim his
fourth consecutive world
200m title on Thursday
and complete a rousing
sprint double in Beijing.
Bolt clocked a world-
leading 19.55 seconds to
beat Gatlin by nearly two-

tenths, thumbing his chest
as he crossed the line to

add the 200m to his 100m
title at the world
SEE PAGE 17 COL 2

Textbook printing
faces setback

Timely delivery of primary textbooks uncertain

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The printing of primary textbooks faces a
huge setback as the authorities and printers
are yet to settle some issues.

While printing of secondary-level text-
booksisin full swing and a portion of the 22
crore copies have already reached different
upazilas, the National Curriculum and
Textbook Board is yet to place orders of
primary textbooks.

The timely delivery of primary textbooks
has become uncertain after the World Bank
in the notices of award told the winning
bidders that they would have to meet a few
conditions. The lowest bidders who won the
deals rejected the conditions outright.

The global lender that pays 10 percent of
the cost of primary books says its teams will
check the quality of books during the print-
ing and after they reach upazilas and that it
will disburse the money only if it finds the
work satisfactory.

The WB also increased the performance
guarantee to 15 percent from 10 percent.

Terming the conditions humiliating, the
printers said those were not in the tender
schedule and so they would not accept the
work order unless the conditions were with-
drawn.

The textbook board sent the notices of
award to the printing firms by messengers
yesterday, but they did not receive those.
Later, those were sent through mail.

Against this backdrop, the government
has been pondering whether to give the
work order to the second group of lowest
bidders if the first group does not agree to
work complying with the WB conditions.

The primary and mass education minis-
try will soon talk to the printers and try to
persuade them into accepting the work
order, said a top official wishing anonymity.

Printing of textbooks normally begins in
August every year. If the authorities fail to
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Kazi Zafar

no more

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Kazi Zatar Ahmed, chair-
man of a faction of the
Jatiya Party, passed away at
a city hospital yesterday. He
was 70.

The politician, who was
also a prime minister dur-
ing HM Ershad's regime,
had long been suffering
from heart diseases and
diabetics, said family
SOUTCes.

Around 7:00am yester-
day, he suddenly fell sick at
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'REFUGEES' IN AUSTRIA

50 found dead
in parked lorry

REUTERS, Vienna

As many as 50 refugees were found dead in a parked lorry in
eastern Austria near the Hungarian border yesterday, and
German Chancellor Angela Merkel said the discovery had
shaken European leaders attending a Balkans summit.

Police made the grisly discovery in the 7.5-tonne lorry
stopped on the A4 motorway near the town of Parndorf,
apparently since Wednesday, Hans Peter Doskozil, police
chiefin the province of Burgenland, told a news conference.

He said he could not put an exact figure on the number of
victims, whose bodies had begun to decompose. "We can
assumne that it could be 20 people who died. It could also be
40, it could be 50 people," he said.

Merkel told a news conference at the summit on the West
Balkans in Vienna: "We are of course all shaken by the
appalling news. This reminds us that we must tackle quickly
the issue of immigration and in a European spirit - that
means in a spirit of solidarity - and to find solutions."

Tens of thousands of people, mainly from Africa and the
Middle East, have put to sea this year in the hope of reaching
Europe, often dangerously packed into small vessels that
were never designed to cross the Mediterranean.
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MacGyver
Nnow a verb

1,000 new words make it
to Oxford Dictionaries

M

MacGyver is now a verb. And yes you can use it to
describe improvised or inventive ways making use
of whatever items are at hand.

MacGyver was an American action-adventure
television series created by Lee David Zlotoff and
starring Richard Deen Anderson.
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Career Opportunity

Eligible young freshers may look at
www.nrbcommercialbank.com to apply

for employment as Probationary Officer.

NILOY MURDER
Two more

arrested

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Detectives yesterday
arrested two more suspects
in connection with the
murder of secular blogger
Niladri Chattopadhyay
Niloy from the capital.

The arrestees are Kausar
Hossain Khan, 29, and
Kamal Hossain Sardar, 29.

On August 14, detectives
arrested Saad al Nahiyan
and Masud Rana, alleged
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PRAYER TIMING
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Fazr Juma Asr Maghrib Esha
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