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Flood situation worsens in

STAR COUNTRY DESK

The flood situation in
Kurigram district remained
unchanged and worsened
further in Bogra with inun-
dation of at least 25 more
villages yesterday.

In Kurigram, the Dharla
and Brahmaputra rivers
were flowing 30 and 11
centimetres above the dan-
ger mark at Dharla Bridge
and Chilmari Ghat points
on the day, reports our cor-
respondent.

However, the Teesta and
Dudhkumar were flowing
below danger level at
Kaunia Ghat and
Noonkhawa Ghat points,
said sources at local Water
Development Board
(WDB).

At least one lakh and 50
thousand people of 250
villages under nine upazilas
have been marooned in the

last four days, Kurigram
WDB Executive Engineer
Mahfujar Rahman said,
adding that a number of
roads in rural areas of the
district have been damaged
and collapsed by onrush
floodwaters.

The Dubachhari Bridge
over Dubachhari canal on
Payradanga-Bhogirbhita
road in Nageswari munici-
pality under Nageswari
upazila collapsed during the
period, snapping road com-
munications of around 50
thousand people of 12
villages under the munici-
pality and Hasnabad union
with Nageswari upazila
headquarters, said
Nuruzzaman Sarkar, chair-
man of the union parishad.

Due to the collapse of the
bridge, over 500 acres of
paddy fields had gone under
water, said the chairman.

A flood wvictim, Anwar
Hossain, 50, of Jhunkarchar
area in Jattrapur union
under Sadar upazila, said
"My family has taken shelter
on Brahmaputra riverside
embankment as my house is
now under floodwater.”

Abdul Gatur, chairman of
Jattrapur Union Parishad,
said he received three tons
of rice which is not enough
for distributing among the
thousands of marooned
people.

Our Bogra correspondent
reports: Flood situation in
the district has worsened
further amid heavy down-
pour and onrush of water
from the upstream across
the border.

According to WDB, at
least 25 willages in eight
unions under Sariakandi
upazila went under
floodwater in the last 24
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hours.

The Jamuna was flowing
13 above danger mark at
Sariakandi point yesterday:.

At least 15 thousand
people in Chaluabari, Kazla,
Kornipur and Gohail
unions have been
marooned, said local
upazila administration
sources.

The flood victims have
taken shelter on high land
and educational institu-
tions.

More than 100 hectares
of cultivable land have gone
under flood water, said
upazila agriculture office
sources,

Upazila Nirbahi Officer
Md Shakil Mahmud said the
district administration has
already distributed 10
tonnes of rice and dried
food among 1000 affected
people.
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A family of flood-hit Rohodoha village under Sariakandi upazila of Bogra district is putting bedding and other belongings
on the tin roof to save them from water damage.

Two BCMCL
staft sued for
'attempted rape'

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Dninajpur

Two employees of
Barapukuria Coal Mine
Company Ltd (BCMCL)
have been sued on charge of
attempting to rape a 30-
year-old woman in
Parbatipur upazila of the
district.

The accused are Abul
Kashem Shikdar, president
of BCMCL Workers' Union,
and vice president of CBA
under Petrobangla unit, and
Azgar Ali, a plumber of
Surface Operation.

Younger brother of the
victim filed the case under
the Women and Children
Repression Prevention Act
on Sunday, said Mahmudul
Alam, officer-in-charge of
Parbatipur Police Station.

According to the case
statement, Kashem Shikdar
on August 14 called the
woman to his union office
with a promise to give her
brother a job at BCMCL.
Shikdar's aide Azgar Ali was
also present at that time.

At one stage, Shikdar
tried to violate the woman.
Hearing screams, security
guards rushed to the spot
and rescued her.

Punitive action would be
taken against the culprits
after investigating the inci-
dent, said the OC.

Contacted, Shikdar
refuted the allegation.

Woman
electrocuted

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Dvinajpur

A housewife was electro-
cuted in the district town on
Sunday night.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Arefin Begum, 21,
wife of Shariful Islam of
Munsipara area in the town,
said family sources.

Clash over capturing khas
land leaves 2 dead

A CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Two people were killed and
at least five others injured in
a clash between two rival
sroups of landless people
over capturing khas land in
Kaliganj upazila yesterday.

The deceased are Ashraf
Ali Mir, 58, of Kashibati
village, and his brother-in-
law Ishaq Ali, 55, of Bilkazla
village in the upazila.

Police detained Monirul
Islam Par, 32, Rezaul
Islam, 35, Sekandar Ali
Par, 42, Nur Islam, 32, and
Abdur Rashid, 36, in this
connection.

About 446 landless
families have been residing
at Bhumihin Palli (village

for landless) on 900 bighas
of khas land in
Bairagirchak-Chingrikhali
in the upazila since 2002,
said Ali Nur Khan, general
secretary of Satkhira
District Bhumihin Samity.

At least three people were
killed in different clashes
among different rival
groups over capturing khas
land in the area, Ali added.

Locals said a group of
landless people led by
Abul Hossain and Abdul
Karim Par evicted several
families loyal to Ashraf Ali
Mir from the Fkhas land
about ayearago.

Around 6:00am, a group
of 50/60 loyal to Ashraf Ali
attacked the men of Abul

Hossain and Abdul Karim
and blasted several crude
bombs to take control of
the land. Their rivals fought
back and caught three
people--Ashraf, Ishag and
Abu Bakar.

They beat the three
mercilessly and later
handed them over to the
police. Police took the trio
to Kaliganj Upazila Health
Complex where the doc-
tors declared Ashraf and
Ishaq dead.

Sub-inspector
Mohammad Shahidullah of
Kaliganj Police Station said
police detained five people
and recovered a pipe gun,
two crude bombs and two
bullets from the spot.
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Locals form a human chain on Uzirpur-Dhamura Road under Uzirpur upazila of Barisal
yesterday, demanding capital punishment of the killers of baby girl Mariam. The body of
eight-month-old Mariam was found floating in a pond beside their house at Hostishunda
village in the upazila on August 18.
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KIBRIA MURDER
Charge framing
in explosives
case deferred

OQuR CORRESPONDENT,
Mouliribazar

The charge framing in the
case under the Explosive
Substances Act, linked to
former finance minister
SAMS Kibria murder case,
has been deferred to
September 27,

During yesterday's hear-
ing, Habiganj senior judicial
Magistrate Nishat Sultana
fixed the date for the charge
framing as the 14 accused,
including former state min-
ister for home Lutfozzaman
Babar and suspended may-
ors of Habiganj and Sylhet,
were not present in the
court.

Suspended Sylhet mayor
Ariful's lawyer Mohammad
Lala, and lawyers for the 14
accused submitted time
petition to the court, saying
their clients could not be
present before the court due
to illness.

On August 18, the hear-
ing on the charge framing in
the murder case was
deferred for the seventh
time. The hearing will be
held today.

On January 27, 2005, five
people, including Kibria,
were killed and 70 others
injured in a grenade attack
on a public rally of local
Awami League at Baidder
Bazar in Habiganj Sadar
upazila.

Awami League leader
Abdul Mazid Khan filed
two cases -- one for the
murder and another under
the Explosives Substances
Act -- with the Habiganj
Police Station the follow-
ing day.
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Criminals cut down over 80 mango trees at an orchard at Putkhali village under Benapole
Port Police Station in Jessore early Sunday.

Criminals fell 80 mango
trees in Benapole

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Benapole, Jessore

Criminals felled over 80
mango trees at an orchard
at Putkhali village under
Benapole Port Police
Station of the district early
Sunday.

Solaiman Bisaws, owner
of the orchard, said a gang of
criminals entered his
orchard on 1.5 Bighas of
land at the village at around
4:00am and cut down over
80 mango trees.

Tanjila Bagume, daughter
of Solaiman alleged that a
gang led by his uncle Ajibar
Biswas felled the trees as a
sequel to a family feud.
“Our family depends on this
mango orchard as we sell
mangoes worth Tk 2.5 lakh
every year, she said.

They filed a case with
Benapole Port Police Station
yesterday morning, accusing
10 people, including Ajibar
Biswas.

Officer in-Charge (OC)

Apubo Hasan of Benapole
Port Police Station said
criminals felled more than
80 valuable Mango trees at
the orchard.

He said the accused went
into hiding soon after filing
of the case. Law enforcers
are raiding different areas
to arrest the culprits
involved, the OC added.

None of the accused
was arrested as of filing of
this report as of 5:00pm
yesterday.
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