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TERMINATOR
GENISYS

What is this | can't even

SALMA MOHAMMAD ALI

My rating — 6/10
Terminator Genisys, the fifth instalment
in the franchise, takes place in a post
Judgement Day 2029, where a group of
humans are at war against Skynet, an
artificial general intelligence seeking to
wipe out the human race. John Connor,
leader of the Resistance, sends Kyle Reese
back in time from 2029 to 1984 to save
Connor's mother, Sarah Connor, who is
being targeted by Skynet. The sequence of
events is similar to 1984's The Terminator,
except- Reese is in for a number of sur-
prises in this unfamiliar version of the
past.

What follows next is two hours of
action-packed science fiction riddled with
complicated time travelling. This is proba-

bly the main setback of the film. While it
should be a good thing that changes have
been made from the initial movies of the
franchise, we instead see a sequel/reboot
that wipes out, and overwrites most of the
events of the previous films without giv-
ing the audience clear explanations as to
why or how this occurs. The scarce expla-
nations we get in the form of characters'
dialogue seem like stabs in the dark. The
result 1s equal parts confusing and disap-
pointing.

Needless to say it doesn't top, or even
come close to The Terminator, but let's
just forget that bit for a while and look at
the movie like it is. There's a decent
amount of man versus machine fighting;
the movie doesn't drown you in endless
action. Much of the battle scenes take
place in 2017 ensuring newer and modern

weapons which makes the battle scenes
more fun to watch. While a fresh new cast
has been used for the same old characters,
there's still a good amount of Arnold
Schwarzenegger, which franchise fans
should be happy about.

In fact at points it was Arnold, his new
catchphrases and his classic “I'll be back”
that saved the movie from being a thor-
ough disappointment. Emilia Clarke
wasn't a let-down either as a confident,
badass, saviour version of Sarah Connor.
Thankfully there is sufficient emotional
and character development, even for
Arnold's character. Both Jai Courtney and
Jason Clarke gave genuine performances
as Kyle Reese and John Connor, respec-
tively.

There are also some interesting themes
at play like implications of being over-

reliant on technology and staying “con-
nected,” that relate with current times but
the plot holes and unanswered questions
can't really be overlooked. That being said
if you're looking for some meaningless
weekend sci-fi fun in addition to a few
laughs and suspenseful battle scenes and
you don't mind a clichéd ending, book a
ticket for Terminator Genisys now. But if
you're a franchise fan or just anyone who
hoped that a return after six years would
blow your mind with new, meaningful
twists and events you will be disap-
pointed.

Salma Mohammad Ali fears she is becoming
a crazy cat lady and uses writing as a means
to grasp on to sanity. Send her your
views/hateflove at
https://www.facebook.com/salma.ali209
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SHOW REVIEW

A Show About Humans, Really

FATIUL HUQ SUJOY

If you want to relive the philosophical and psychological war
of Fight Club and the revolutionary V for Vendetta infused
with modern technology, Mr. Robot is just the show for you.

Original and exhilarating, Mr. Robot presents the story of an
asocial computer genius, Elliot Alderson (Rami Malek).
Suffering from childhood traumas, he has made capitalism
and inequity his lifelong enemies and seeks a way to destroy its
greatest personification, E Corp. (or Evil Corp, in Elliot's
head).

Elliot is an average techie in a cyber security company by
day, and a knight (hacker) in his dark hoodie by night. Sounds
overdone and obvious? Yes. Is it? No. Why? Because Rami
Malek. Never has the casting for the protagonist ever been so
dead accurate. His sunken eyes glare with paranoia, his shying
away from human contact represents his utter distaste for
people and his deep hollow voice growls the very death of
kindness, morality and humanity. And suddenly, you can trust
him and relate to him, you support him—you become him.

Helping him in his quest is Mr. Robot (Christian Slater), the
leader of fsociety, the hacker organisation which shares the
same goal as Elliot. They believe (allegedly) Elliot is the key to
bringing down Evil Corp. Together they conspire, hack and try
to end their tyranny, leading to a rather unexpected and
equally amazing unveiling of the antagonist. Any more of the
plot and I'll just spoil it for you. Yes, it's that good.

Aside from the great acting and story, the direction and
cinematography worked an equal amount of magic to put up
this mesmerising show. The pilot has been applauded for its
adaptation of a more film-like presentation, owing of course to
the fact that it had been directed by Niels Arden Opley,
director of the original "The Girl With The Dragon Tattoo."
This, along with the voice-over, is a rebellious effort for a new
TV show, which does nothing but justice to the show's
philosophy itself.

What makes this show stand apart though, is not just its plot
or performance, it's its entry to the world of TV, how a
seemingly predictable story awes us with its authenticity, sucks
us right in with a strained greeting, "Hello Friend" and makes
us uncover the bigger-than-all-of-us conspiracy through the
mind and eye of a cynical super genius. But at the same time,
after each course of action, we question ourselves - is this all
real or is it just in Elliot's head? That's how good it is.




