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SONAKATA ECO-PARK IN BARGUNA

COuU

Wildlife goes hungry as
food allocation delayed

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

Food supply for around 200
creatures of Sonakata Eco-
park in Taltali upazila under
Barguna district is ham-
pered due to lack of official
allocation for the purpose
since July this year.

"As regular food supply
for the beasts in the eco-park
is being hampered since July

them through local arrange-
ment," said Md Eunus Ali
Farazee, chairman of
Sonakata union parishad.
"We are yet to get alloca-
tion to supply food in the
eco-park for the running
fiscal year 2015-16. After
getting the allocation, we
will give contact to the
eligible bidder for the pur-
pose,” said Mihir Kumar

1, we are giving food for Doe, Divisional Forest

Officer.

"Usually it takes time to
place fund at the beginning
of new fiscal year and we
have to manage food
locally for the time being.
We got Tk 1.5 lakh in last
fiscal year for the purpose,”
he added.

The forest department set
up Sonakata Eco-park on
about 10,000 acres of land
in Tengragiri reserve forest

area of Taltali upazila in
2011-12 fiscal year under '
increase of opportunities in
eco-tourism programme’' of
the forest and environment
ministry.

There are around 200
beasts of different species in
the eco-park including over
100 monkeys, 10 deer, 25
boars, 25 pythons, three
leopards, two crocodiles,
and two porcupines.

SNIPPETS

Criminal held with gun, bullets

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

Members of Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) arrested an
alleged criminal with a shotgun and 16 bullets in Housing
Estate area of the district town on Sunday night. The
arrestee is Mostafizur Rahman alias Madhu, 32, son of
Mizanur Rahman Bhuyian. Madhu is a close aide and
bodyguard of Mominur Rahman, suspended former gen-
eral secretary of Kushtia town unit of Awami League.
Madhu was involved in a clash between the activists of
district unit of Jubo League and Swechchhasebak League
at Mazampur gate in the town on August 15, said Rab
sources. A local Jubo League activist was killed and 30
others were injured during the incident.

Carpenter electrocuted

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, Jamalpur

A carpenter was electrocuted at Dharabarsha village in
Sharishabari upazila of the district yesterday. The deceased
is Rafiqul Islam, 38, son of Mohir Uddin of the village.
Locals said Rafiqul came in contact with a snapped electric
wire beside his house around 12:00pm and fell to the
ground. He was rushed to the upazila health complex
where the on-duty doctors declared him dead.

Youth held with firearm

OUuUR CORRESPONDENT, Noakhali

Police arrested an alleged criminal with a pistol and two bul-
lets on Chowmuhani-Laxmipur road in Begumganj upazila
of the district on Sunday night. The arrestee is Mohiuddin
Mahan, 25, son of Abul Khair of the area. Golam Mostafa,
officer-in-charge of Begumganj Model Police Station, said a
police team raided a CNG-run auto-rickshaw in Palowaner
Pool area and arrested Mahan with the firearm and bullets.

Three foetuses found

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Police recovered three foetuses from a canal in Charpara
area in the town yesterday. Locals found the foetuses floating
on the canal water in the morning and informed the police.
Police recovered the foetuses around 9:30am and sent those
to Mymensingh Medical College Hospital, said Kamrul Islam,
officer-in-charge of Sadar Police Station. Criminals might
have dumped the foetuses on Sunday night, the OCadded.

Man stabbed to death

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole, Jessore

Avyoung man was stabbed to death in Purbo Barandipara
area of Jessore town early Sunday. The deceased is Hanif
Mia, 25, son of Abdur Rashid of the area. Sikder Akkas
Ali, officer-in-charge of Jessore Kotwali Police Station,
said a gang of 2/3 stabbed Hanif indiscriminately in the
area, leaving him critically injured. He later died at
Jessore Medical College Hospital around 3:30am. Hanif
got addicted to drugs, said police. A case was filed in this
connection.

Two car lifters arrested

OuRrR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Members of Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) arrested two
alleged car lifters in Rabna bypass area under Sadar
upazila of the district on Saturday night. They also seized
two stolen cars from their possession. The arrestees are
Rased Ali Khokon, 36, of Thanapara village, and Minarul
Islam Shitul, 32, of Mirpur village in Charghat upazila of
Rajshahi district.

Five kids drown in
three districts

STAR COUNTRY DESK

Five children drowned in
Sirajganj, Bagerhat and
Rangpur districts on Sunday
and the day before.

Two minor siblings
drowned in Mirpur
Dakkhinpara area in
Sirajganj Sadar upazila on
Sunday, reports UNB.

The deceased are Khadiza
Khatun, 5, and her younger
brother Shahin Alam, 4,
children of Abdul Majid of
the area.

Locals spotted the float-
ing bodies of the two kids in
a beel (water body) at noon
and recovered them. The
siblings might have slipped
in the water body while
playing on its bank, they
said.

In Bagerhat, two minor
girls drowned at Bakultola
village in Sharankhola
upazila on Saturday.

The deceased are Nowrin,
5, daughter of Mannan
Hawladar of the village, and
her cousin Shanta, 6, daugh-
ter of Abdur Razzak Mondol
of Kushtia town.

Quoting family mem-
bers, police said Nowrin and
Shanta, who came to visit
Shanta's maternal grandfa-

ther's house, slipped into a
pond while they were wash-
ing their feet on Saturday
evening and drowned.

Later, family members
found the duo floating on
the pond, rescued them and
took them to Sharankhola
Upazila Health Complex
where the doctors declared
them dead, said Rezaul
Karim, officer-in charge of
Sharankhola Police Station.

Away in Rangpur, a six-
year-old boy drowned in
Munshipara area in
Badarganj upazila on
Saturday.

The deceased is Shraban
Karmakar, a Class I student
at Badarganj Model Primary
School, and son of Milon
Karmakar of the area.

Badarganj Fire Service
source said Shraban along
with his two friends went to
take a bath in the
Jamuneswari River around
1:30pm and drowned.

On information, a team
of divers from Badarganj
fire station rushed to the
spot, and rescued the boy
and took him to Badarganj
Upazila Health Complex
where the doctors declared
him dead.
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Bullet-hit
teacher
dies

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Nilphamari

A schoolteacher in Jaldhaka
upazila of the district, who
was shot by criminals on
August 9, succumbed to his
injuries at Rangpur Medical
College Hospital on Sunday.

The victim is Madhob
Chandra Roy, 48, teacher of
Golmunda High School,
and a resident of Jaldhaka
municipality.

Madhob was going to the
school from his residence by
a battery-run three-wheeler
on August 9.

A gang of four posing as
passengers boarded the
vehicle on the way and fired
two gunshots at Madhob,
leaving him critically injured.

He was admitted to the
hospital where he died on
Sunday night.

On August 14, the vic-
tim's younger brother Raton
Chandra Roy filed a case
with Jaldhaka Police Station
in this connection.

Police are raiding differ-
ent areas to arrest the cul-
prits, said Officer-in-Charge
Dilwar Hasan Inam.

Man to die
for killing
wife

UNB, Netrakona

A court here yesterday sen-
tenced a man to death for
killing his wife in
Kalmakanda upazila of the
district in 2005.

The death penalty
awardee is Bashar Ali, 55,
son of late Shamsher Ali of
Gobindapur village in the
upazila.

According to the prosecu-
tion, Bashar Ali and his wife
Halima Khatun locked in an
altercation over a family
feud on November 2, 2005.

At one stage, Bashar hit
Halima with an axe, leaving
her dead on the spot.

On the day, Moti Mia, son
of the deceased, filed a case
with Kalmakanda Police
Station against his father.

Police submitted charge
sheet against Bashar on
December 31, 2005.

After examining 11 wit-
nesses and all the records,
Additional District and
Sessions Judge Abdul Hamid
handed down the verdict.

Thakurgaon
Jamaat chief
arrested

A CORRESPONDENT,
Thakurgaon

Law enforcers arrested
Abdul Hakim, chief of
Thakurgaon district unit of
Jamaat-e-Islami, from his
residence in Hajirpara area
in the town early yesterday:.

Police said Abdul Hakim
was arrested in a case for arson
attack on a pick-up van at
Untrishmail area in Sadar
upazilaon January 25 thisyear.

Police also suspected his
involvement with banned
Jama'atul Mujahideen
Bangladesh (JMB) which
carried out a series of bomb
blasts across the country on
August 17, 2005.

PHOTO: STAR
Station Road in Gaibandha district town goes under knee-deep water after yesterday's
hour-long rainfall, thanks to the poor drainage system in the municipality.

Yaba found in ambulance
in Cox's Bazar: 2 arrested

OQUR CORRESPONDENT, Cox's
Bazar

Border Guard Bangladesh
(BGB) yesterday seized
50,000 Yaba tablets from
an ambulance and
detained two people,
including a nurse, from
Maricha area on Cox's
Bazar-Teknaf highway.

The detainees are Shikha
Rani, 40, a nurse of MSF
Holland, a non-
governmental orgaisation,

and Shafiul Alam, driver of
the ambulance. Shafiul
hails from Dhechua
Palang village under Ramu
upazila of the district and
Shikha Rani is daughter of
Porimol Roy of
Gopinathpur village under
Savar Police Station in
Dhaka.

Lieutenant Colonel Md
Rabiul Islam, Commander
of BGB-17 Battalion in
Cox's Bazaar, said BGB
members, acting on a tip-

off, put up a check post on
the highway:.

They stopped the Cox's
Bazaar-bound ambulance at
the check post at around
3:30am and arrested the two
with the Yaba tablets.

The arrestees were
handed over to Ramu Police
Station. BGB also filed a case
against them.

The market price of the
seized Yaba tablets is around
Tk 1.5 crore, the BGB com-
mander said.

PHOTO: STAR
Authorities arranged distribution of wheelchairs among the physically challenged people

in Maharajpur union under Chapainawabganj Sadar upazila yesterday.
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