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Journalist Probir Sikdar, who was picked up by detectives from his Indira Road office in the capital on
Sunday evening, is taken to a Faridpur court. A case under the ICT Act was filed against him for “tarnish-
ing the image” of a minister.

Journo Probir sent to jail
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Probir, editor of Bangla daily Bangla
71 and online news portal
u7lnews.com was picked up by
detectives on Sunday evening from
his office in the capital.

Police first said they took him to
the DB office to "discuss” the threats
he was under as he cdaimed in his
Facebook post. Later around mid-
night, they admitted to have
arrested him in the case filed with
Faridpur Sadar Police Station.

The arrest of Probir, who lost his
father and several other family
members during the Liberation
War, sparked huge protest on the
streets and also in social media.

The senior journalist wrote a
series of reports titled "Sei Razakar"
in Bangla daily Janakantha in 2001
against some alleged war cnminals,
including a controversial business-
man from Faridpur and the now
condemned war criminal Abul
Kalam Azad, also known as Bacchu
Razakar, according to a draft GD
that he posted on Facebook after
police allegedly refused to record it.

He was attacked in April 2001
following his write-ups. In the
attack, he losta leg and also strength
and mobility ofone hand.

Meanwhile, legal experts have
raised questions over the filing of
the case.

“Under the ICT law, only the
aggrieved person can lodge a case.

There is no scope for any third party
to file a suite,” Supreme Court
lawyer Jyotirmoy Barua told The
Daily Star last night.

Contacted earlier in the evening,
Swapan Kumar Paul, also assistant
public prosecutor of Judge's Court
in Faridpur, said, “l have filed the
case as Khandaker Mosharraf is our
leader and his image has been
tarnished through the Facebook
post”

But Suprio said Khandker
Mosharraf held his father responsi-
ble after Hindu Buddha Christian
QOikya Parishad alleged that the
minister and some ruling party
lawmakers were grabbing proper-
ties of religious minorities,

He claimed the LGRD minister
was outraged by a number of
Facebook posts by his father.

"The case against my father and
his arrest are linked with those
incidents. ... I sent my mother and
younger brother to Faridpur but |
am staying back in Dhaka because
some well-wishers have warned me
of possible danger waiting for me
there,” he said.

However, talking to the BBC
Bangla Service, Khandker Mosharraf
said he was surprised to know that
Probir mentioned his name in a
Facebook post saying that his
(Probir's) life was under threat.

“It's a matter of Faridpur. Who is

doing what in Faridpur ... it's only
for them to know. I've no idea about
it. The allegation against me is
nothing but lunacy of an insane
person...it's plain and simple
msanity.”

The minister also cdlaimed he had

no conflict with Probir Sikdar.
'FREE PROBIR'
Fellow journalists, different socio-
political organisations, professional
and rights bodies protested Probir's
arrestyesterday.

In a protest rally by journalists in
front of the Jatiya Press Club in the
capital, Probir's wife Anita Sikdar
expressed concern about the health
of her husband in jail and
demanded his immediate release.

The journalists issued a 24-hour
ultimatum for his release.

They also warned of a tougher
movement if he was not freed by
then.

A faction of Gonojagoron
Mancha led by Imran H Sarkar
yesterday brought out a procession
and held a rally condemning the
arrest.

They also demanded his imme-
diate release, withdrawal of the case
and scrapping of section 57 of the
ICT law under which the case was
filed.

Ain o Salish Kendra, Communist
Party of Bangladesh and Rajshahi
University Journalist Association

Schoolgirl sues
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been opposing it, she said.

Swapan, in his early thirties, has
recently come from a Middle
Eastern country. The marriage took
place without her signing any paper
of marriage and saying "Kabul”,
Sharmin said, which the bride and
the groom have to say in approval of
their marriage according to Islamic
tradition.

After the so-called marriage,
Golenur, who decides everything in
the family as her husband stays
abroad, took Sharmin to her uncle's

house in Khulna and locked her into
aroom with Swapan.

The girl fled from the house four
to five days ago and headed to her
grandmother's house at Bagri Bazar
of Rajapur but Golenur got hold of
her on the way to Pirojpur.

Then she was taken back to her
mother's house in Rajapur, where
she was again forced to stay in a
room with Swapan, Sharmin said.

"He tortured me every night as |
refused to sleep with him."

She had also been warned against
disclosing the matter, Sharmin

added.

On Sunday, she left her mother's
house, filed a case against her mother
and Swapan with the police station
and demanded her safety.

Swapan came to Dhaka that
night to leave the country, said a
source in Sharmin's family.

The case was filed under the
women and children repression
prevention act. "We are raiding
several places to arrest the accused,”
the OC said, adding the police had
handed the girl to her grandmother
and arranged for her safety.

The ball is
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S5C lawyer Eunus Ali Akond filed the
writ petition with the HC on July 7
challenging the legality of Maya's
holding offices of minister and
lawmaker.

In the petition, he also sought
HC rule upon Maya to explain
under what authority he was
holding the posts after the SC
scrapped his acquittal in a cor-
ruption case,

The lawyer prayed to the court to
direct the Awami League leader to

now 1n CJ's

refrain from functioning as a minis-
ter and a lawmaker until the HC
disposes of the rule.

In the petition, Eunus said Maya
could not serve as a minister and a
parliament member as per Article
66 (2)(D) of the constitution, as he
remained convicted in a graft case
following the SC order.

The Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC) filed the cor-
ruption case against Maya with
Sutrapur Police Station in Dhaka on
June 13, 2007.

court

On February 14, 2008, a
special court sentenced Maya to
13 years in prison and fined Tk 5
crore for amassing illegal prop-
erty in the case.

In October 2010, the HC cleared
the AL leader of the charges follow-
ing an appeal by him,

But on June 14 this year, the
apex court scrapped the HC judg-
ment and directed it to hold fur-
ther hearing, and dispose of
Maya's appeal challenging the
lower court verdict.

'Yaba trader' killed in Rab 'gunfight’
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came across a pick-up van on Port-
Bhatiary link road at 2:45am.

They saw two people in the van
and asked them to stop as they were
trying to drive away. At that, the two
men opened fire at the Rab team,
and a gunfight followed.

The pickup managed to {lee after
awhile.

Later, Rab members found
Zahidul's bullet-riddled body. He
was rushed to Chittagong Medical
College Hospital only to be
declared dead on arrival. Rab mem-
bers also recovered 20 thousand
yaba tablets, one foreign pistol, one
magazine, three bullets from the

spot, Shahid said.

Morgue sources said Zahidul had
five bullet wounds in the throat, left
chest, right hand and back. There
were also bruises on his chest, right
hand and right leg,

Family members refuted the Rab
statement, calling it a cooked-up
story.

Yasmin Akther, wife of the
deceased, said her husband was
abducted from a friend's house in
Dhaka around 8:00am on Friday.
Seven to eight people dressed in
plainclothes abducted him and his
friend Harun at gunpoint from
Harun's house in Dhaka. Zahidul
was visiting Harun at the time,

“After the abduction, we could
not contact him as his mobile
phone was found switched off,” she
said,

“I received a call from the hospi-
tal this morning at 8:00am telling
me my husband was killed in a
eunfight. I want justice for this
murdert,” Yasmin said.

She also claimed that her hus-
band was not a yaba trader and that
there were no incidents of a gun-
fight as Rab claimed.

Another alleged yaba trader
Mohammed Zafar Ahmed, 30, was
killed in Chittagong in a similar
“sunfight” with Rab, on July 26.
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Iraq lawmakers
refer report on
Mosul fall to
judiciary

AFP, Baghdad

Iragi lawmakers voted yesterday to
refer to the judiciary a report hold-
ing top officials, including ex-
premier Nuri al-Maliki, responsible
for the fall of second city Mosul,
the parliament speaker said.

But there were disagreements over
the report, with MPs voting to send it
without an official reading, and
members of the investigative com-
mittee that compiled it complaining
that there was no vote to approve the
recommendations it contained,

"Parliament voted to refer the
(Mosul) file, including facts and
evidence and names," to the judi-
ciary, speaker Salim al-Juburi said
in televised remarks.

"None of the names mentioned
in this report were deleted, and all
of them will be sent to the judi-
ciary. An investigation and follow
up and accounting of all those
who caused the fall of Mosul will
be carried out," Juburi said.

Survivors of
latest Med
migrant tragedy
arrive in Italy

AFP, Catania

More than 300 survivors of the
latest Mediterranean migrants boat
tragedy arrived in Sicily yesterday
aboard a Norwegian ship also
carrying the bodies of 49 of its
victims.

The "Siem Pilot" docked at the
port of Catania shortly after 11HO0
(09HO00 GMT) and an hour later
the first batch of survivors began
making their way tentatively down
gangways on the side of the giant
red vessel.

A medical team had gone on
board to carry out initial checks on
the traumatised migrants.

A total of 313 people, including
at least three children, survived
Saturday’s sinking of an over-
crowded fishing boat in which 49
people died from asphyxiation
after being overcome by fuel fumes

'‘Drinkable book'
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in South Africa, Ghana and
Bangladesh, the paper successfully
removed more than 99% of bacteria.

The resulting levels of contami-
nation are similar to US tap water,
the researchers say. Tiny amounts
of silver or copper also leached
into the water, but these were well
below safety limits,

The results were presented at the
250th national meeting of the
American Chemical Society in
Boston, LS.

Dr Teri Dankovich, a postdoc-
toral researcher at Carnegie Mellon
University in Pittsburgh, developed
and tested the technology for the
book over several years, working at
McGill University in Canada and
then at the University of Virginia.

"It's directed towards communi-
ties in developing countries,” Dr
Dankovich said, noting that 663
million people around the world
do not have access to clean drink-
Ing water.

"All you need to do is tear out a
paper, put it in a simple filter
holder and pour water into it from
rivers, streams, wells etc and out
comes clean water - and dead
bacteria as well," she told BBC
news.

The bugs absorb silver or copper
ions - depending on the
nanoparticles used - as they perco-
late through the page. "lons come
off the surface of the nanoparticles,
and those are absorbed by the
microbes,” Dr Dankovich
explained.

According to her tests, one page
can clean up to 100 litres of water.
A book could filter one person's
water supply for four years.

Dr Dankovich and her col-
leagues are hoping to step up
production of the paper, which she
and her students currently make by
hand, and move on to trials in
which local residents use the filters
themselves.

For example, Dr Dankovich's
work with iDE in Bangladesh has
explored whether a filter, holding
one of the book pages, could be
fitted into a "kolshi" - the tradi-
tional water container used by
many Bangladeshis.

Dr Daniele Lantagne, an envi-
ronmental engineer at Tufts
University, said the data from
the trials showed promise,
"There's a lot of interest in
developing new products for
point-of-use water treatment,"
she told the BEC.

The "drinkable book" has now
passed two key stages - showing
that it works in the lab, and on real
water sources.

Blame lies mainly
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Recently, the current board told Finance
Minister AMA Mubhith and the parliamen-
tary standing committee on finance minis-
try that a clear-cut robbery took place at the
bank, not only in the case of loan disburse-
ment, but also in recruitment, opening of
new branches and renting offices.

On condition of anonymity, a finance
ministry official said the audit identified the
persons involved in the irregularities. Now
the ACC would be able to move against
them.

The audit found the involvement of 17
board members, including government and
non-government representatives, in the
anomalies. They had worked as directors
from 2010 to 2013,

The present board of BASIC Bank
appointed MABS & ] Partners and SF Ahmed
& Co to identify the irregularities and the
culprits after it took over last year.

The two firms audited 214 borrowers of
the bank's seven branches.

In April, the firms submitted a 1000-page
report to BASIC Bank. Copies of the report
were also sent to the finance ministry,
Bangladesh Bank and the ACC, which is still
investigating the scams.

“In most of the cases that we have
audited, it has been found credit facilities
were approved for selected borrowers by the
board of the bank in different forms despite
the proposals were placed to the board
identifying gross irregularities, incomplete-
ness, negative recommendations or obser-
vations and not having backed by required
collateral and other relevant important
documents,” said the report.

The auditors examined the loans given to
214 borrowers at the bank's main branch
and its Gulshan, Dilkusha, Karwan Bazar
and Shantinagar branches in the capital,
and Agrabad and Jubilee Road branches in
Chittagong city.

The audit found that the branches dis-
bursed loans before receiving approval from
the board. Besides, credit facilities were
given against forged documents.

The branches forwarded loan proposals
to head offices before the clients opened
their accounts. The board also approved
loan proposals without recommendations
from branches.

The then board's approval of a loan to
private firm New Auto Define was an
example of how irregularities took place in
giving loans to 214 borrowers,

In 2010, the board approved the loan
under miscellaneous agenda despite various
adverse observations against the loan
proposal.

The report said the loan was sanctioned
in a day of the loan application's submis-
sion. The borrower has not paid a single taka
since it took the loan, and it now owes Tk
101 crore to the bank.

Another borrower, Techno Design &
Development Ltd, was given a Tk 80 crore
loan though two committees of the bank
made negative observations about it.

The bank disbursed Tk 60 crore in 45
days of the loan's approval and the branch
concerned didn't verify how the money was
spent.

Serious objections and irregularities are
indication of breach of trust and abuse of
power entrusted to the board under the
guidelines of Bangladesh Bank, according to
the report.

"It also appears that the board has
ignored its own instructions for compliance
to be followed in case of previous credit
facility approvals and in some cases violated
its own policy just for the sake of approving
huge amount of irregular loans, putting a
huge sum of depositors' money at risk, " said
the report,

The board members, who had approved
loans in meetings, and also the members,
who didn't dispute the minutes in subse-
quent meetings, were responsible for the
irregularities, said the report.

"In these circumstances, it can be con-
cluded that availing of such huge amount of
loans by the concerned borrowers and
failing to repay them in instalments in time
are evidence of their malafide intention.”

The board approved loans knowing well
that the bank was confronting acute fund crisis.

The loans were approved with a "sub-
ject to” clause for rectification of the
irregularities identified by the loan com-
mittees. It clearly shows the intention to
transfer their responsibility to some
other persons.

The report said the entire process of
approving loan proposals was completed
within a very short time immediately before
the board meetings, leaving no time for
inclusion of a separate agenda for such cases.

The approval of huge amount of loans
without complying with the norms made
the loans non-performing, according to the
audit report.

Contacted, BASIC Bank Chairman
Alaudddin A Majid said they already took
action against some of the bank officials
whom the audit found involved in the
irregularities.

Criminal cases would be filed against the
bank officials and the borrowers who

worked in connivance to embezzle money
from the bank, he added.

'BCL men' beat boy to death
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evening. The elite force, however,
did not confirm this as of filing of
this report at 1:00am today.

According to the victim's uncle
Habibullah, Raja was picked up by
Arzu in front of his house in the
morning. The Chhatra League
leader said the boy was suspected to have
stolen his mobile phones and a laptop.

Raja's aunt Ratna Begum claimed that Arzu
along with his friends left Raja unconscious in
front their house around 3:30pm. His family
members took him to Dhaka Medical College
Hospital where doctors declared him dead
around 4:45pm, she added.

Hospital sources said there were bruises
on different parts of his body and injury
marks on his head.

Visiting Arzu's house, his sister Rehana
Begum told The Daily Star that she saw Raja
being taken to their house around 11:30am.
Some of Arzu's friends kept Raja confined to
aroom foran hourand questioned him over
the stealing of four mobile phones and a
laptop from Arzu's house,

She claimed that the mobile phones
belonged to Arzu and one of her maternal
uncles Jahangir Hossian. The duo slept on
the ground floor of the two-storey building
at night and did not find their phones and
laptop the following morning.

Quoting Arzu, Rehana said her brother
saw Raja loitering in front of their house
around 3:30am that night. Arzu also asked
Raja what he was doing there.

As Arzu saw Raja that night in front of
their house, he suspected that Raja was
involved in the stealing, she said.

Police and locals said Arzu, who also lives in
the same neighbourhood, took the boy to his
house, and along with couple of his friends
beat him up with bamboo sticks fora while.

Arzu then took him to an under-
construction building at Baddanagar Lane
and resumed the beating, said Olive

Mahmud, sub-inspector of
Hazaribagh Police Station. The
group took the child to
Chankharpul area on a motorcycle
and beat him up again.

Police said they found broken
bamboo sticks that were used for
beating Raja.

Contacted, a local Awami League leader
said the detainees were local BCL men and
party leaders were aware of Arzu's “unruly
behaviour”.

Meanwhile, locals last night staged a
protest at the killing of Raja in front of Arzu's
house.

Raja's elder sister Reshma Akhter
Shabana filed a murder case with
Hazaribagh Police Station last night, accus-
ing Arzu and 14 others of the crime.

Libya risks becoming
'another Somalia’,
Romewarns

AFP, Rome

Italy warned yesterday that Libya risked
turning into "another Somalia" as it
signed a joint statement with the US and
several European allies condemning "bar-
baric" acts carried out by the Islamic State
group there.

Foreign Minister Paolo Gentiloni said if
peace talks did not succeed in ending the
country's civil war within a few weeks, "we
will find ourselves with another Somalia
two steps from our coasts”.

"Time is limited, particularly now that
ISIS in Sirte has become alarming,” he
told the Italian daily La Stampa, refer-
ring to last week's bloodshed in the for-
mer bastion of late Libyan dictator
Moamer Kadhafi.
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JALALABAD GAS T AND D SYSTEM LIMITED

(A COMPANY OF PETROBANGLA) :
GAS BHABAN, MENDIBAGH, SYLHET-3100, BANGLADESH.

I VAR AR &I @R
saaws sy o sifaedy =

Tender No: 28.16.9100.095.83.025.15.370

EXTENSION OF TENDER CLOSING DATE

Date: 17-08-2015
[ it argres i
sEEcs fTew e

instead of August 19, 2015.

Jalalabad Gas T & D System Ltd. invited tender for Procurement
and Supply of all Materials (Line pipes, Coatings & Wrapping,
Induction Bends, Miscellaneous fittings, Pig Traps etc.), and
Construction of 8-inch 1000 psig 12 KM High Pressure Gas
Transmission Pipeline from Shajibazar TBS to Nasratpur DRS
at Hobiganj published in The Daily Kalerkantha on 28.07.2015 and
The Daily Star on 28.07.2015 (Invitation for Tender No:
28.16.9100.095.83.046.15.342, Date: 26 -07- 2015).

Due to requests from prospective bidders, the deadline for submission
and opening of the said tender is extended to September 07, 20135 at
12.00 noon and 03.00 pm instead of August 20, 2015. The last selling
date of tender document is also extended to September 06, 2015

All other terms & conditions of the tender will remain unchanged.
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