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20 years

Verdict in two cases delivered 23 years
dfter the death of at least 76 children

EMRAN HOSSAIN and CHAITANYA CHANDRA HALDER

The Dhaka Drug Court yesterday handed down three directors and three
employees of a now-defunct pharmaceutical company 20 years of impris-
onment and fined Tk 4 lakh each in two cases for producing and marketing
toxic paracetamol syrup.

The cases were filed by the Directorate General of Drug Administration
(DGDA) in 1992 against BCI (Bangladesh) Ltd for using cheap, poisonous
Di-Ethylene Glycol in two batches of its paracetamol syrup called Paracem
that killed atleast 76 children,

An HC order, however, stayed proceedings of the cases in 1994, which
resumed in 2011,

“The prosecution has proved the charges against the accused,” Drug
Court Judge M Ataur Rahman said, reading out the verdict.

They are sentenced to 10 years' imprisonment and fined Tk 2 lakh each in
a case, said the judge.

The court's Public Prosecutor Shaheen Ahmed Khan said convictionsin
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BCI Director Shahjahan Sarker is being taken to prison after a Dhaka Drug Gourt sentenced him to 20 years'
imprisonment in two cases for producing and marketing adulterated paracetamol syrup that killed 76 children in
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“| want them [makers of
toxic paracetamol syrup)
all hanged .. . That's what
| call punishment for the
loss | have suffered.”

MUKULY BEGUM
WHO LOST A DAUGHTER AND A SON
T0 POISONOUS PARACETAMOL SYRUP.

She served only 53 days

EMRAN HOSSAIN and ASHUTOSH SARKAR

The woman physician, convicted of poison-
ing children's paracetamol, served only 53
days of her sentence after a drug court on July
22 last year jailed her for 10 years.

Owner of now defunct Adflame

Pharmaceuticals, Helena Pasha challenged
the lower court’'s verdict in the High Court
and secured bail from it on September 11 on
health grounds. She then claimed to be 78

years old.
Her trial in the Adflame case opened in
SEE PAGE 2 COL 3
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Laws too weak
to protect
people

JAMIL MAHMUD and TUHIN SHUBHRA
ADHIKARY

One-and-a-half-year-old Tanvir died of
renal failure immediately after given
paracetamol syrup tainted with poisonous
industrial substance diethylene glycol in
1992,

His parents have always regarded the
manufacturers of this poisonous "“medi-
cine” as murderers who should be made to
walk the gallows.

But the law -- the Drugs (Control)
Ordinance-1982 -- under which medicine
adulterators are being tried, says nothing
in case of deaths or disabilities resulting
from adulterated drug, said legal experts.

It has proved to be incomprehensive
and inadequate.

Even the country's drug regulator is
unable to accuse the perpetrators of mur-
der, let alone the parents of children who
died from the poisoning.

A person who manufactures, imports,
distributes or sells adulterated or spurious
drug may get highest 10 years'
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CASE UNDER ICT ACT
Journo Probir

sent to jail

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A Faridpur court yesterday sent journalist
Probir Sikdar to jail in a case under
Information and Communication
Technology Act, for "tarnishing the image”
of LGRD Minister Khandaker Mosharraf
Hossain,

Local Awami League leader Swapan
Kumar Paul filed the case on Sunday after

Probir in a Facebook post said his life was
under threat and that the minister, busi-
nessman Moosa bin Shamser and con-
demned fugitive war criminal Abul Kalam
Azad would be responsible if he were
killed, police said.

Police produced the journalist before
the Chief Judicial Magistrate's Court in
Faridpur, seeking a 10-day remand. But the
court sent Probir, 55, to prison and may
hear the remand petition today, court
sources said.

During yesterday's proceedings, how-
ever, no lawyer stood for Probir in the
court. His son Suprio Sikdar said they
requested a number of lawyers to represent
his father but no one dared do so, fearing
reprisal from “influential people”.

"I have enough reasons to be apprehen-
sive given the way police picked up my
father. Besides, despite relentless efforts I
could not get a lawyer to defend my father
in the court,” he told The Daily Star.
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Deadly Bangkok
blast kills 19

Thai minister says perpetrators intended
to destroy economy, tourism

BBC ONLINE

A bomb exploded close to a shrine in the centre of Thailand's capital,
Bangkok, yesterday killing at least 19 people and injuring more than 120.

The Erawan Shrine, which was crowded at the time, is a major tourist
attraction and foreigners, including Chinese, are among the casualties.

No one claimed responsibility for the attack.

Defence Minister Prawit Wongsuwon said the bombers had "targeted
foreigners... to damage tourism and the economy”.

"We will hunt them down, " he said.

The Nation TV channel quoted Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha as
saying the government would set up a "war room" to co-ordinate its
response.

National police chief Somyot Poompummuang said that 10 Thais had
been confirmed dead, along with one Chinese and one Filipino.

He said: "Whoever planted this bomb is cruel and aimed to kill. Planting
a bomb there means they want to see a lot of people dead.”

Thai police said 123 people had been injured. The government in Hong
Kong said three of its residents were among those wounded.

The explosion occurred at about 19:00 local time (12:00 GMT).

The Bangkok Post quoted police as saying that 3kg of TNT had been
stuffed in a pipe inside the shrine and that an electronic circuit suspected to
have been used in the attack was found 30 metres from the scene.

BBC's Jonathan Head, who was one of the first journalists at the scene,
said there was a huge amount of chaos, with body parts scattered every-
where,

This is a very well-known shrine, next to a five-star hotel, and that people
around it were hit by the full force of the blast, he said.
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