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Youth fakes
own kidnap,
extorts money
from father

MAMUN-UR-RASHID, Bogra

Struggling to run his fam-
ily, a youth cooked up a
story of his abduction and
extorted Tk 2 lakh from his
father last week, but finally
ended up in jail yesterday.

The cheating was discov-
ered only after police
arrested "abductee” Mehedi
Hasan, 30, from Tinmatha
intersection in Bogra's
Gabtoli upazila headquar-
ters on Friday, 11 days after
he went into hiding, said
law enforcers.

Later that day, cops
picked up his wife Ayesha
Alhtar, 25, and student
Yusuf Uddin, 25, from
Naruli and Chelopara of
Bogra town for their
alleged involvement in the
cheating.
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POOR HSC RESULTS FOR POLITICAL AGITATION

Of the lucky ones

Kids of leading politicians mostly study safely abroad

SHAKHAWAT LITON, RASHIDUL HASAN
and PARTHA PRATIM BHATTACHARJEE

Poor performance of students in
this year's HSC examinations gave
rise to questions among many

about what went wrong.
The pass rate this year hit an eight-

"I dont think the
political parties really
care about our chil-

drens education.”
TAHMIMA SULTANA

Whose child passed
HSC exams this year

year low, slipping to 65.84 percent
from last year's 75.74 percent in the
eight general education boards.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
and Education Minister Nurul
[slam Nahid were quick to identify
the major reason behind the poor
results. They blamed it on the BNP-

led alliance's countrywide block-
ade and frequent shutdowns.

The turmoil had severely dis-
rupted the academic life of around
five crore students for three months
since January this year, but political
leaders of the major political par-
ties, who by and large were respon-

sible for the unrest, took no visible
step to resolve the crisis.

They didn't seem much con-
cerned about it, as the children of
many of the leaders study abroad,
said a number of parents and
guardians,
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'ISIS supremo
violated US
female hostage'

US officials say aid worker Kayla
Mueller was a 'property of Baghdadi'

REUTERS, Washington

Kayla Mueller, the US aid worker killed this year while being
held hostage by Islamic State militants, was raped repeat-
edly by the group's leader, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, while in
captivity in Syria, US officials said on Friday.

Her parents, Carl and Marsha Mueller, were told by US
government officials that their daughter had been raped by
al-Baghdadi and tortured during her captivity, family
spokeswoman Emily Lenzner told Reuters by telephone.
Mueller was 26 at the time of her death and would have
turned 27 on Friday.

"We can confirm that the Mueller family learned in June
of Kayla's treatment from the FBI," Lenzner said.

ABC News first reported al-Baghdadi's sexual abuse of
Mueller, and US officials, speaking on condition of ano-
nymity, confirmed the report. ABC News quoted Mueller's
parents as saying they were told by the US government their
daughter "was the property of al-Baghdadi.”

Islamic State said in February that Mueller, of Prescott,
Arizona, was killed when Jordanian fighter jets bombed a
building where she was being held outside Ragqa, a strong-
hold in Syria of the Islamist militant group. Jordanian and
US officials have expressed doubt about Islamic State's
account of her death following 18 months as a hostage.

Mueller was seized in August 2013 while leaving a hospi-
tal in Aleppo in northern Syria.

Al-Baghdadi personally brought Mueller to be impris-
oned inside the home in Syria of Abu Sayyaf, a Tunisian
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Young Jupiter’
planet seen

MIGRANT TRAGEDY ON MEDITERRANEAN

40 'suftocated

Kishtia

National flag
on MP's car!
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A planet 100 light years away
resembles an infant version of
Jupiter, astronomers say.

The new world, known as 51
Eridani b, is only 20 million years
old -- a toddler by astronomical
standards.

The alien world could yield
clues to the formation of our
Solar System, which has an
unusual lay-out.

The find was made by the
Gemini Planet Imager (GPI),
which looks for faint, young
planets orbiting bright, relatively
nearby stars.
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to death!'

AFP, Rome

More than 40 migrants have died in the Mediterranean yesterday, the Italian
navy said, after apparently suffocating below deck on the boat taking them
to Europe.

"Operation underway... many migrants saved. At least 40 dead," the navy
said on Twitter, while the Corriere della Sera newspaper said those who died
were found in the hold of the vessel.

The boat, which was intercepted south of the Italian island of
Lampedusa, was carrying around 300 people, the paper said.

An Italian navy helicopter spotted the boat, which was "overcrowded
and starting to sink", about 21 miles off the Libyan coast, said a reporter
with Italy RaiNews television at the rescue operation headquarters.

An Italian navy vessel was sent to its aid at 7:00am local time (0500
GMT) and when its sailors boarded the vessel the grim discovery was made.

Survivors of the hazardous crossing from Libya often tell of how traffick-
ers lock migrants in the hold -- most black Africans -- who pay less for the
voyage.

Packed inside the confined space they not only risk drowning if the rick-
ety boats capsize, but many also die after being overcome with diesel fumes.

The EU said Friday that Europe was facing the worst refugee crisis since
World War Il

"Today the world finds itself facing the worst refugee crisis since the
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A woman lawmaker from a
reserved seat moved around
Meherpur town yesterday
flying the national flag on
her vehicle, in violation of
the People's Republic of
Bangladesh Flag Rules 1972,

Selina Akter Banu, law-
maker from reserved seat
No. 307, went to Meherpur
town from Gangni upazila
of the district to attend a
National Mourning Day
programme organised
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BECOME THE NEXT VOICE OF ABC RADIO
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LAST DATE OF APPLICATION IS AUGUST 30, 2015
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