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Bodi at it
again

'Assaults' another
govt official

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Cox's Bazar

It seems
ruling
Awami
League law-
maker Abdur
Rahman
Bodi has
made a habit
of beating up government
officials. His latest victim is
an Ukhia upazila engineer
named Mostofa Minhaz.,

Bodi beat him up for
not attending an Upazila
Parishad meeting yesterday
morning.

The AL lawmaker, how-
ever, denied the allegation
saying he just rebuked the
engineer in the presence of
the UNO for skipping the
meeting.

Earlier, Bodi, lawmaker
of Cox's Bazar-4 constitu-
ency, hogged newspaper
headlines several times for
assaulting school teachers,
forest and bank officials, a
Roads and Highways engi-
neer, a freedom fighter, a
lawyer, among many others.

Wishing anonymity;,
witnesses said a
prescheduled meeting of
Ukhia Upazila

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4

JU teacher
jailed for
Facebook
post on PM

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday
sentenced a Jahangirnagar
University teacher to three
years' rigorous imprison-
ment in a sedition case
filed for making a deroga-
tory comment on Facebook
against the prime minister
in 2011,

Additional Chief Judicial
Magistrate Nazmul Haque
Shyamal handed down the
punishment to Ruhul Amin
Khandker, a lecturer at
Department of Information

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

PRAYER
TIMING

AUGUST 13
Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN 4-25 12-45 4-45 6-41 B8-00
JAMAAT 5-00 1-15 5-00 6-44 8-30

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

TO0 FEW
CARRIAGES

The shuttle train between Chittagong and Chittagong
University is crammed with students, bottom right, as
there is a dearth of carriages. Students failing to find
room inside often travel on the roof of the train, even
on the roof of the locomotive, putting their lives at
risk. They often have to jump from one carriage to
another, /eft, and get on and off the roof, botfom left,

ignoring the risk of getting injured.

ANURUP KANTI DAS

INTERNAL FEUD

Sylhet BCL
man killed

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Moulvibazar

A Chhatra League activist of
Madan Mohan College in
Sylhet was stabbed to death
yesterday allegedly by other
BCL men over an internal
feud.

The dead, Abdul Alim,
19, was an HSC second-year
student. He was the son of
Aklish Miah at Nij Silam in
Sylhet's South Surma
upazila.

Around 12:00 noon,
Alim had an altercation over
a previous enmity with
another BCL activist Parvez
on the second floor of the
academic building. At one
stage, supporters of Parvez
hacked Alim indiscrimi-
nately, leaving him critically
injured, according to college

PHOTO:

SOUTCes.
Alim was rushed to
Sylhet MAG Osmani

Medical College Hospital
where on-duty doctors
declared him dead, said
Sohel Ahmed, officer-in-
charge of Kotwali Model
Police Station.

A murder case was filed.

In the afternoon, police
detained two BCL activists --
Pronojit Das, 21, and Basu
Dey, 24, -- for their alleged
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SPEED LIMITERS IN VEHICLES

Offticials scratch
heads for solution

PANKAG KARMAKAR and M ABUL KALAM AZAD

The impromptu decision to install speed limiters in all vehicles that go on
highways has put government officials and experts in a dilemma as they do
not have any idea how to implement it.

They said the move was taken when the technical problem, for which a
similar move had failed six years ago, was still there.

The National Road Safety Council (NRSC), the apex policymaking body to
ensure road safety, at a meeting on Monday, decided to install speed limiters
invehicles, capping their top speed to the national speed limit 80kmph.

[t was said in the meeting that it was done to reduce the number of acci-
dents but its implementation was not discussed.

In 2008, the Bangladesh Road Transport Authority (BRTA) moved to
control vehicles' top speed by installing “speed governor seals”. But soon it
realised that the device was applicable for diesel-run vehicles only.

Some diesel-run vehicles also had the device installed but those were
removed due to lack of monitoring, and the initiative fizzled out eventually.

“Speed governor seals” throttle the engines' fuel injection to stop acceler-
ation beyond the capped speed.

The government could not install speed governors for gas-, octane- and
petrol-run vehicles. These three types account for four times the number of
diesel-run vehicles in the country, sources said.

"The decision to cap speed with governor seals is not possible without an
alternative device applicable for vehicles running on gas, octane and
petrol,” said urban transport expert Prof Shamsul Hoque, also a teacher of
Buet's civil engineering department.

He said developed countries do not use “speed governor seals” because
speed limits vary on road conditions. "Same speed limit can not be fixed for
all roads and all types of vehicles," he said, emphasising the need for
strengthening police enforcement, better signs mentioning the speed limit,
and speed cameras to check speeding on highways.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 6

20-PARTY MEET

Govt change

Imminent

Says Khaleda, blames
AL for blogger killings

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

CPD critical of US
decision on GSP

'‘Compared to other countries, Bangladesh
has not been in such a bad shape'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Change of the government is imminent for
the way the ruling Awami League has
indulged in corruption, nepotism and men-
dacity, said BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia.

"The government is involved in the
blogger killings. These are being commit-
ted to bury the misrule, corruption, irregu-
larities and infighting by the ruling party
men," she said at a meeting of the 20-party
alliance, led by the BNP, at her Gulshan
office last night.

Khaleda, also chief of the alliance, said
the next general election must be held
under a neutral government.

Pointing to the chiefs of component
parties, the two-time former premier said:
"I want to assure you that the BNP will not
participate in any election under Hasina
[Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina]. Don't be
confused by rumours."

However, they will participate in the local
government polls which, she said, do not
play any role in changing the government.

There was no briefing after the coali-
tion's one and a half hours long meeting
that happened after a gap of over nine
months, The media will be briefed on the
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Sundar Pichai

The elite Indian
club of CEOs

AFP, Mumbai

Satya Nadella
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India’s high flyers have proudly welcomed the
appointment as Google's new chief executive of
Sundar Pichai, the latest home-grown engineer to
rise to the top of the US corporate world.

Pichai, named head of the Internet titan on
Monday, was born to humble beginnings in the
southern city of Chennai and studied engineering
at the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) in
Kharagpur before heading to America to further
his studies and career.

SEE PAGE 8 COL 1

The Centre for Policy Dialogue yesterday
criticised the US for its decision to leave
Bangladesh out of the list of countries
granted trade benetfits recently.

“It was bad as Bangladesh did not regain
the GSP," said Debapriva Bhattacharya,
distinguished fellow of the think-tank.

“Compared to other countries,
Bangladesh has not been in such a bad
shape that it was wise to do the unjust for
the country.”

He was speaking at a discussion on the
apparels sector at Brac Inn in the capital. The
discussion was organised by CPD in part-

nership with Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung's
(FES) country office.

The US left out Bangladesh from the list of
122 nations for whom US President Barack
Obama on June 29 re-authorised the general-
ised system of preferences (GSP), the US's
biggest scheme for the world's poor nations.

The reason for the exclusion was
Bangladesh's failure to fulfil all the 16 con-
ditions the Obama administration had laid
out when it revoked the privilege two years
ago on grounds of poor workplace safety
and labour rights.

Debapriya said the issue however should
not be wholly politicised.
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