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Bad days for
good farmers

Chemically grown pineapples
see higher demand

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Consumers are falling for chemically grown eye-candy
pineapples that look bigger and brighter than the naturally
farmed ones but actually taste bland and have less nutrient
content.

This trend is hurting the farmers who are not using excessive
chemicals while growing the fruit.

To get a firsthand experience of the market trend, this
correspondent visited Jalchhatra Bazar in Tangail's
Madhupur on Monday. Over 1.25 lakh tonnes of pineapple
are produced in Madhupur a year, making it one of the
country's biggest pineapple producing areas, according to
LIpazila Agriculture Officer Hazrat Ali.

There, he found one Nazimuddin who had bought a pair
of big-sized pineapple for Tk 70.

On request, when he cut one, he's utterly disappointed to
find that the otherwise delicious fruit tasted like water. It didn't
even have the usual aroma ofa naturally grown pineapple.

"Why did you buy these pineapples?” asked the reporter.

"Because these looked bigger and better," answered
Nazimuddin.

The same is the case with most buyers.

"Actually consumers everywhere like to buy big and
bright pineapples," said Rintu Miah, a wholesaler who had
come to Jalchhatra from Pabna to buy the fruit.

This tendency among the consumers is encouraging
farmers to go for using more chemicals in farming the fruit.

"] had to sale my chemical-free pineapple at Tk 10 apiece
while a neighbour of mine sold his chemically grown fruits
atTk 20 to Tk 25," said a pineapple grower.

"They are making more money than I am. I might just
have to follow their path now. What else can [ do?" he said

Khaleda calls

20-party
meet after
9 months

AFP, Beijing

China bans 120
'harmful' songs

People are busy in trading pineapples at Jalchhatra Bazar in
Madhupur, Tangail on Monday. /nsef, pineapples loaded on a
rickshaw van. Most consumers go for bigger and brighter pine-
apples which are grown using excessive chemicals. This ten-
dency is hurting farmers who are faming the fruit naturally.
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OYASIQUR MURDER

Charge sheet
in a week, say
detectives

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Amid criticism over the
failure to identify and arrest
those behind the recent
killing of blogger Niladri
Chattopadhyay Niloy,
detectives yesterday said
they would submit a charge
sheet in blogger Ovyasiqur
murder case in a week.

The investigation in
Oyasiqur killing case is
about to be completed, said
Monirul Islam, spokesper-
son of Dhaka Metropolitan
Police (DMP).

Suspected members of
banned militant outfit
Ansarullah Bangla Team
hacked to death Ovyasiqur
Rahman in broad daylight
near his home in the capi-
tal's Tejgaon on March 30.

Locals caught two sus-
pected killers while they
were fleeing after the inci-
dent and handed them over
to the police. A third suspect

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

Govt to buy
20 dredgers

Tk 2,048cr project okayed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

After over nine months,
chiefs of the BNP-led 20-
party alliance's compo-
nents sit in a meeting this
evening to discuss its next
course of action,

BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia, also the com-
bine chief, yesterday called
the meeting at her Gulshan
political office. She last

authorities said.

held ﬂ'lE meeting of the attached to the statement showed.
opposition alliance on Nov The list provided "specific targets for Internet
7 last year. SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

In the meeting, the
alliance is likely to discuss
a number of issues, includ-
ing causes of failure of its
blockade programme and
its next course of action,
said sources in the opposi-
tion alliance.

Facing police obstacles
to coming out of her
Gulshan office to attend a
mass gathering in front of
the BNP's Nayapaltan
central office, Khaleda on
January 5 announced a |

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

China has ordered 120 songs to be pulled from the
Internet, including tracks titled "Don't Want to Go
to School" and "All Must Die" because they
promoted sex, violence or "incited law-breaking”,

No individual or organisation is allowed to
provide the songs, which "trumpeted obscenity,
violence, crime or harmed social morality”, the
Ministry of Culture said in a statement on Monday:.

Most of the blacklisted tunes were by unknown
singers or bands but had striking titles, including
"No Money No Friend" and "Suicide Diary”, a list

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government is going to procure 20
dredgers for dredging rivers to keep the
waterways navigable,

Executive Committee of the National
Economic Council (Ecnec) yesterday
approved a Tk 2,048 crore project to buy
the dredgers and other related equipment
with the aim of making the rivers lifeline
for economy in future,

Of the 20 dredgers, some would be
purchased from the local market, and the
rest would be imported, said a high offi-
cial of the planning ministry.

Apart from the dredgers, 20 crane boats,
eight tugboats, 20 crew houseboats, eight
officers' houseboats, five survey vessels,
3,200 shore pipes and 12 pipe-carrying
barges will be bought under the project,
according to the proposal.

At present, there are 18 dredgers, and
three more will be collected by this year.

The existing government and private
dredgers can only dredge 250 lakh cubic
metres of waterways each year, while
around 632 lakh cubic metres of water-
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No manipulation
In hiring process

Assures expat welfare minister about
fresh recruitment for Malaysia

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Newly appointed Minister for Expatriates’ Welfare and Overseas

Employment Nurul Islam yesterday said no one could exert any influence | 1 5 million Bangladeshi

on him over the process of hiring Bangladeshi workers for Malaysia.
allegation that some Malaysian IT companies and their lobbies within
Bangladesh's recruitment industry were manipulating him into using their
respective online system for the recruitment,

which is visiting Dhaka to discuss the possible mode of labour recruitment,

at his ministry.

Bangladesh. Itis scheduled to leave today.

ONLINE SYSTEM

Malaysia DPM's

- brother owns

. the company

" STAR REPORT

" A Malaysian firm owned by
- Deputy Prime Minister
. Ahmad Zahid Hamidi's
~ brotherisin talks with Dhaka

and Putrajaya to provide a

management system for the

" workers Malaysia wants to
"Nobody can buy me,” he said when reporters sought his reaction to an -

recruit through private

. sector, reported Malaysian

news portal, Malaysiakini,

* yesterday.
The minister had emerged from a meeting with a Malaysian delegation, -
. Sdn Bhd, in which Zahid's
" brother Abdul Hakim

On August 9, the four-member Malaysian team, led by the country's -
Immigration Department Secretary-general Mustafa Ibrahim, came to .

Yesterday, a ministry official told The Daily Star that business delegations *
of Bestinet and Real Times Networking -- two Malaysian IT companies -- -
also met the minister and some ministry officials this week to show them .

their online systems for the purpose.

According to Malaysiakini, a Malaysian online news portal, Abdul -
Hakim Hamidi, executive chairperson of Real Time Networking S5dn Bhd, is -

a brother of the country's Deputy Prime Minister Ahmad Zahid Hamidi.

On the other hand, Bestinet is owned by Malaysia's former home |

Real Time Networking

SEE PAGE 10 COL 5

PRAYER
TIMING

Three days after the killing
of blogger Niladri
Chattopadhyay Niloy, six
more progressive people in
Barisal were issued threats.
Terming them "enemy of
Islam”, a Facebook account |
named Ansar BD on Monday

night posted in English:
“There are three anti Islamic / )
poet & three organizer of J /

blogger ... We should do
what will our aim."

The six are: Poet Henry
Swapan, poet Syed Mehedi
Hasan, poet Tuhin Das,
local Ganojagoron Mancha
organiser Nazrul Biswas,
organising secretary Pritom
Chowdhury of Bangladesh
Chhatra Union's Barisal
district chapter, and sculp-
tor Charu Tuhin.

Nazrul is also the imme-
diate past president of

SEE PAGE 10 COL 3
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