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A seedbed affected by waterlogging at Mithaganj in Kalapara upazila under Patuakhali district.

PATUAKHALI, BARGUNA DISTS

14,000 ha aman seedbeds
damaged in stagnant water

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

Stagnant water caused
damage to aman seedbeds
on about 14,000 hectares of
land in coastal districts
Patuakhali and Barguna
amid heavy rainfall and
tidal surges this season, said
sources of the Department
of Agriculture extension
(DAE).

In Patuakhali, DAE set a
target to cultivate aman
paddy on 2.02 lakh hectares
of land and prepare seed-
beds on 15,750 hectares for
the purpose this year.

In the beginning of the
season farmers prepared
seedbeds on 16,877 hect-
ares but seedlings on about
7,889 hectares got affected
due to weeks-long heavy
rainfall and lastly tidal
surges influenced by recent

cyclone Komen,

Of it, seedbeds on 437
hectares were totally dam-
aged.

These include 110 hect-
ares in Sadar upazila, 98
hectares in Galachipa, 70
hectares in Baufal, 51 hect-
ares in Rangabali, 38 hect-
ares in Kalapara, 35 hect-
ares in Dashmina, 20 hect-
ares Mirzaganj and 15
hectares in Dumki, DAE
sources said.

In Barguna district, about
6,000 hectares of aman
seedbeds were damaged, of
it seedlings of 247 hectares
totally.

Heavy rainfall and stag-
nant water caused rotting of
the seedbeds.

Tidal surges from
nearby rivers and canals
entering through broken
parts of flood control

embankments at different
places flooded cultivable
lands and seedbeds and
the water often got stag-
nant.

Farmer Md Masud Mia,
also a union parishad
member from Mithaganj
village in Kalapara upazila
under Patuakhali district,
said agricultural land of
around 5,000 farmers in the
village went under water
due to heavy rainfall during
the last couple of weeks and
it caused damage to aman
seedlings.

"We are facing crisis of
aman seedlings as our
seedbeds got damaged by
stagnant rainwater and
tidal surges from nearby
Sehakathi River. Now we
have to prepare new seed-
beds or collect seeds
from northern districts,

which would be expen-
sive, said Abdur Razzak
of Uttar Badura village
under Patuakhali Sadar
upazila.

Md Moshiur Rahman,
Kalapara upazila agricul-
ture officer, said they are
suggesting local farmers to
produce seedlings from
'Nabi', a local variety
aman seed, to recover from
the damage caused by
heavy rainfall and stag-
nant water.

Ashok Kumer Sharma,
deputy director of DAE in
Patuakhali, said, "The
situation is now improv-
ing as stagnant water
started receding from agri-
cultural lands. We are still
hopeful of meeting the
target of aman cultivation
this year."
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3 held with arms, Yaba

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Chapainawabgatj

Members of Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) in separate
drives arrested three people with a foreign made pistol,
four bullets, one magazine and 3,314 Yaba tablets in Sadar
and Shibganj upazilas of the district on Sunday. The
arrestees are Akbar Ali, 36, of Rasulpur village, Alauddin,
53, of Chak Ghorapakhia village and Tamirul Islam Kalu,
26, of Shialmara village in Shibganj upazila. On secret
information, a team of Rab-5 raided Nurtaj Hotel and
Restaurant at Jhilm Bazar in Sadar upazila around 6:00pm
and arrested Akbar and Alauddin with the Yaba. Earlier on
the day, the elite force arrested Kalu with the firearm and
bullets at Baliadighi village in Shibganj upazila, said Rab

sources.

Baby dies of 'wrong treatment'

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

A newborn died at a clinic in Jamalganj area of Joypurhat
town on Sunday due to 'wrong treatment'. Dinesh Das,
father of the deceased, said his wife Rima Rani Das was
brought to Surjer Hasi Clinic with severe labour pain
around 4:00pm. Moments after Rima was admitted to the
clini¢, Dinesh learnt that the hospital has no facilities for
caesarean. Later, the clinic authority shifted the woman to
labour ward and kept her waiting for normal delivery.
Later, the child died soon after birth. All the officials and
staff of the clinic fled the scene soon after the incident, said

police.

Boy electrocuted

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bhola

A minor boy was electrocuted near Ukilpara Mahila
Madrasa Road in Bhola municipality yesterday. The
deceased is Md Nayem, 12, son of Monirul Islam of the

area,

and student of Class Il

of Dakkhin Bhola

Government Primary School. Police and locals said
Nayem came in contact with a live electric wire while he
was cutting a branch of a rain tree around 1:00pm. He was
rushed to Bhola Sadar Hospital where the on-duty doctor

declared him dead.

HSC examinee commits 'suicide’
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

Failing in the HSC examinations, a girl allegedly commit-
ted suicide by taking poison at Gouripur village in Sadar
upazila of the district on Sunday. Police and family
sources said Jafrin Khatun, 18, daughter of Khademul
Islam of the village, took poison at her room after she
came to know her result around 3:00pm. She later died at
Rangpur Medical College Hospital. Jafrin sat for HSC
examinations this year from humanities group from
Thakurgaon Government Women's College under

Dinajpur education board.

Kid injured in blast

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Chapainawabgani

A five-year-old boy was seriously injured in a bomb
explosion at Mardona village in Shibganj upazila of the
district yesterday morning. The victim is Arafat Jony, son
of Azam Ali of the village. Osman Gani, sub-inspector of
Shibganj Police Station, said an abandoned crude bomb
exploded when Jony was playing near their house. He was
rushed to Chapainawabganj Adhunik Sadar Hospital and
then referred to Rajshahi Medical College Hospital as his
condition deteriorated. Police are investigating the inci-

dent, said the SI.
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Chased by
police,
farmer
drowns

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bhola

A farmer drowned in a pond
after being chased by police
near Hetnar Hat area under
Bheduria union of Sadar
upazila of the district yesterday.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Abu Jamal, 45, son of
Md Shajahan of Char
Ramesh wvillage of the
upazila.

Two policemen were
suspended after the inci-
dent.

According to locals, like
other days, Jamal and some
farmers were drying paddy
on Bheduria road at around
7:30 am when two police-
man -- Abdul Hannan and
Mainul -- of Bhelumia
police camp asked Jamal
why he was illegally drying
paddy on the road.

An altercation took place
between the farmers and the
cops. At one stage, Abdul
Hannan beat up Jamal with
his baton. When Jamal fled
from there to save himself, he
was chased by the policemen,
who threw the baton at him.

Later, local people found
Jamal's body in the pond
and took him to the Sadar
hospital, where the doctor
declared him dead.

Sarwar Uddin, chairman
of Bheduria Upazila
Parishad, said that there was
a deep crack on the back of
Jamal's head.

Mobassir Ali, officer-in-
charge of Bhola Sadar Police
Station (OC), said Jamal
might have run into a
roadside tree while trying to
flee before he fell into the
pond.

The two police consta-
bles were suspended tempo-
rarily by order of Md
Moniruzzaman, superinten-

| dent of police in Bhola, he

TAKING GIRL'S NUDE VIDEOS
Youth arrested, released

hours later

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

In a span of less than 12
hours, a youth arrested on
Saturday for taking and
uploading nude videos of a
collage girl, was freed from
Phulbari Police Station
allegedly after settling the
matter with the victim's
family in co-operation with
the local influential people.
The accused i1s Mehedi
Hasan, 30, son of Safiqul
Islam of Chawkchawa area
under Phulbari municipality:.
Sources said Mehedi
built an extra-marital rela-
tionship with the girl and
took her to the capital few
months ago, luring her to
provide a better job there.
Mehedi confined her to
a rented room in Dhaka,
recorded her naked videos
by using his mobile
phone set and later
uploaded those on the
internet.
After knowing the fact,
victim's family members
submitted a complaint to

Phulbari Police Station on
Friday.

Following the complaint,
police detained Mehedi
from his house early on
Saturday.

Hearing the news of his
arrest, some local influential
people rushed to the police
station and lobbied for his
release.

Finally Mehedi's family
and other influential people
agreed to pay the victim's
family Tk 1.7 lakh in
exchange of his release.

Ataur Rahman, a local
ward councillor, who was
present during the negotia-
tion, said considering the
future of the girl, locals
decided to fine Mehedi such

a bigamount.
Denying the monetary
transaction, Mostaque

Ahmed, officer-in-charge
of Phulbari Police Station,
said Mehedi was freed as
the victim's family
declined to resister the
verbal complaint as a regu-
lar case.

2 girls drown in boat capsize

OUR CBRRESP’DHDEHT,
Kushtia

The bodies of two Meherpur
schoolgirls, who drowned
in a boat capsize in the
Bhairab River on Sunday
afternoon, were found
yesterday morning,

The deceased are Tania
Khatun, 13, daughter of
Habibur Rahman, and
Bobita Khatun, 13, daughter
of Hasem Ali of Rasikpur in
Mujibnagar upazila of
Meherpur district,

They were students of
Class VII at Bagoan High
School in the upazila.

According to police and
other sources, around 32
students boarded a boat to
cross the river after their
school closed at about
2:30pm.

The boat capsized in mid-
river due to overload, several
students told journalists.

The students, excepting
the two girls, swam ashore.
Six of them fell sickand are
undergoing treatment at the
hospital,

Locals found their bodies
around 15 kilometres down-
stream at about 7:30am
yesterday.

Mother, girl share
glory in HSC

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bhola

A woman and her daughter
passed the Higher Secondary
Certificate examinations this
year with grade-A in Bhola
municipality under the
district, making the event a
talk of the town.

Kawsar Jahan Shikha, 30,
wife of prominent dance
instructor of Bhola Shilpakala
Academy Salauddin Harun
passed with GPA 491 from
Elisha Islamia Model College
under Technical Educational
Board.

Their eldest daughter
Sanjida Ivy Borsha, also a
dancer, passed the HSC with
GPA 4.70 in humanities
group from Banglabazar
Fatema Khanam College.

"After entering married
life in 1995, I became busy

with the family chores. I
passed the SSC in 1996. But
it became difficult to con-
tinue my education as I
became mother of three
children,” Shikha said.

"As our only son Hasnain
Chamak was a physically
challenged one, 1 had to
spend a lot of time to take
care of him. After a long
treatment, he became a bit
well in 2013 and that gave
me the time to start educa-
tion afresh.

"I am thankful to my
husband Salauddin Harun
for his support and to
teachers for their coopera-
tion, " said Shikha.

"The glorious success of
my mother proves that there
is no age foreducation ifone
is determined,” said Sanjida
Ivy Borsha.
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Sanjida lvy Borsha and her mother Kawsar Jahan Shikha.

Man to walk gallows
for patricide

A CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

A Bagerhat court yesterday
sentenced a man to death
for killing his father in
Morelgan) upazila of the
districtin 2010,

The convict is Badsha
Gazi, 45, son of Motahar Ali
Gazi of Manikjor village in
the upazila. He was tried in
absentia.

Judge Mizanur Rahman
Khan of District and
Sessions Judge's Court
pronounced the verdict in
the morning.

According to the case
statement, Badsha's ailing
father Motahar told him to
buy his medicines from the
market in the morning of
February 9 in 2010.

Later in the afternoon,
when Badsha returned
home empty handed, his
Motahar rebuked him for
not buying his medicines.

Aggrieved, Badsha
stabbed his father with a
cleaver and fled the scene,
leaving him critically
injured.

Family members took
him to Morelganj Upazila
Health Complex where the
doctors declared Motahar
dead.

Victim's younger son
Abdul Haque Gazi filed a
case with Morelganj Police

Station the same evening,.

After investigation, Sub-
inspector Goutam Halder,
also the investigation officer
of the case, submitted the
charge sheet accusing Badsha
on June 29 the same year.

3 kids drown

STAR COUNTRY DESK

Three kids drowned in
Thakurgaon and Bogra
districts yesterday and the
day before.

Limon, 5, son of Abdul
Kashem and Dariman, 6,
daughter of Solaiman Ali of
Belsara village in Baliadangi
upazila of Thakurgaon, fell
into a pond near their house
while playing on its bank
and drowned, reports our
correspondent.

In Bogra, an eight-year-
old schoolboy drowned in
the Bangalee River at Belgaci
village in Sherpur upazila of
the district on Sunday,
reports our correspondent.

The victim is Shamim
Hossian Rony, son of Anwar
Hossian of Bera upazila in
Pabna district. He along
with his parents came to
visit a relative’s house in the
area in the morning.

Later, Rony along with
some playmates went to take a
dip in the river and drowned,
said family sources.
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PAN PACIFIC SONARGAON

The Oasis of Luxurious Hospitality and Tranquility
Invitation for Tender

For Appointment of Tailoring Shop

Sealed tenders are herehg:

and renowned Tail:::-ring 5

invited from the bona-fide
op for stitn:hing of associate's

uniform of Pan Pacific Sonargaon Dhaka for one year
agreement basis. Detailed specifications, terms and
conditions are mentioned in the tender schedule,

Interested bidders may obtain tender schedule from the
pun:lusing dcparhncnt on submission of an app]icaﬁnn on their

respective letterhead
from Augu
hours on cash

pad addressed to the purchase manager
st 13, 2015 to Augus
payment of Tk.500.00 (non re-fundable). Tender

t 30, 2015 during ofhce

must be dropped in sealed envelop into the tender box on

A.ugus

t 31,2015 up to 02.30 p m and will be opened on the

same day at 03:00 p.m. in presence of bidder(s), if any.

Pan Pacific Sonargaon authority reserves the right to
accept/reject any tender in part or in full or all the
tenders without assignjng any reason whatsoever,

@ Purchase Manager, Tel (880) 2 9128008 (Extn : 4164)




