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OP-ED

REJOINDER

to the Turkish Ambassador's
response to “Erdogan's war
and US myopia”

TA) HASHMI
HIS is in response to the honourable Turkish Ambassador
I Hiiseyin Miiftiioglu's rejoinder (August 4, 2015) to my
op-ed, “Erdogan's war and US myopia” (TDS, August 3,
2015). I find the rejoinder full of unsubstantiated and indefensi-
ble assertions. I cannot agree with him that my article “carries a
number of false accusations as well as baseless propositions.”

I find his portrayal of the Turkey/Irag-based PKK (Kurdistan
Workers' Party) as a “terrorist organisation” very gratuitous. While
the whole world knows the PKK has been striving for preserving
the cultural identity, political rights, and the rights of self-
determination of the marginalised and stateless Kurdish minori-
ties in Turkey, Iraq, and Syria, the honourable Ambassador seems
to be in a state of denial.

We know the Anglo-French colonial rulers, soon after the end
of World War 1, drastically changed the political geography of
the entire region from North Africa to the Middle East. While
they divided various Ottoman Turk provinces among themselves
— Britain got Iraq, Palestine and Jordan; and France got Syria and
Lebanon - Kurdistan somehow got divided into four parts
among Turkey, Iraq, Syria and Iran.,

Although the Kurds represent around 25 percent of the popu-
lation in post-World War I Turkey, because of the Turkish gov-
ernment policies, the Kurds in Turkey until 2006, officially were
not known as Kurds but as “Mountain Turks”; and there was no
government-run schools with Kurdish as the medium of instruc-
tion. The Turkish government did not even allow playing
Kurdish music on government run radio and television. The
state-sponsored policies against the Kurds led to decades-long
Kurdish resistance against the Turkish government, and the PKK
played an important role in this resistance, often by violent
means.

By only highlighting PKK's violent attacks on pipelines, rail-
ways, and electricity infrastructure in Turkey, he has justified
attacking PKK targets as “an obligation”. No platitude could be
more superfluous and trite than the Ambassador's assumption
that: “A terrorist organisation cannot be cleared from its terrorist
nature, just because it is fighting another terrorist organisation.”

It is difficult to accept Ambassador Miiftiioglu's assertion that
Turkey has never been a safe haven for the ISIS. We all know
how ISIS fighters (men and women) from various countries,
including Bangladesh, used to enter Syria through Turkey to
further destabilise Syria and the adjoining sub-regions, till the
recent past. In view of this, it is not at all convincing that the
ISIS has any reason to attack Turkey:.

As | have argued in my posting, the PKK is the main bulwark
against the ISIS marauders in northern Iraq. Thus, Turkey's
attacking the PKK strongholds in northern Iraq is tantamount to
helping the ISIS. It is simply unbelievable that Turkey, in the
name of fighting the ISIS, is actually determined to destroy PKK
strongholds in northern Iraq with a view to neutralising its
counterparts in Turkey. I strongly believe the role of Turkey to
contain and crush the ISIS has been counterproductive.

The writer teaches security studies at Austin Peay State University. Sage has
recently published his latest book, Global Jihad and America: The Hundred-Year
War Beyond Irag and Afghanistan.
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CIVIL SOCIETY
A key partner for post-2015

development agenda in Asia

NICHOLAS BOOTH and BENIAM GEBREZGHI

ARLIER this month, the world took a

momentous step forward: the 193 member

states of the UN reached an agreement on
the new sustainable development agenda that will
be adopted this September by world leaders at the
Sustainable Development Summit in New York.
Concluding a negotiating process that spanned
more than two years, the agenda features 17 new
sustainable development goals (SDGs) that aim to
end poverty, promote prosperity and people's
wellbeing while protecting the environment by 2030.

That agenda is set out in the draft outcome docu-
ment for the forthcoming General Assembly meet-
ing, titled "Transforming Our World: The 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development.” It makes
repeated references to the need for a broad global
partnership to ensure effective implementation of
this ambitious new agenda. Throughout the docu-
ment, the civil society is repeatedly and consistently
mentioned as a core part of this partnership, includ-
ing an explicit target in the new goals themselves to
“encourage and promote effective public, public-
private and civil society partnerships.”

Precisely because of civil society's role in repre-
senting the interests of the poorest, most margin-
alised and excluded groups, its role seems more
urgent than ever betore in every aspect of a new
agenda which seeks to ensure that no one is left
behind, whether in terms of access to health and
education, a better environment and more effec-
tive action against climate change, and gender
equality. And its role in ensuring transparency and
accountability of state institutions, facilitating access
to justice and access to information, and as a dia-
logue partner in conflict transformation makes it
central to the new goal on peaceful and inclusive
societies, one of the most innovative and important
of the new pledges to which the world will sign up in
September.

Across Asia and the Pacific in the last three
decades, the emergence of a vibrant civil society
has been a constant feature of the region's unprec-
edented growth and dynamism, which has deliv-
ered record achievements in poverty reduction and
the other Millenium Development Goals.

Civil society is now a key partner in every area
of UNDP's work in Asia and the Pacific, whether
the N-Peace network of women peace builders
from across South and South-East Asia, the ASEAN
SOGIE caucus and Asia-Pacific Transgender
Network who are partnering with us to promote

and protect the human rights of LGBT, or the
Pacific NGOs who are promoting social account-
ability initiatives to improve delivery of public
services, and regional examples like these are multi-
plied many times over in our country-level work,

And vet, paradoxically, the space for civil soci-
ety appears to be under threat as never before.
New or proposed restrictions on the operations
and funding of NGOs have consistently been in
the news in Bangladesh, Cambodia, Fiji, India,
Pakistan and Vietnam, but these are just examples
of a wider global trend. The International Center
for Not-for-Profit Law (ICNL) last year reported
that since January 2012, more than 50 countries
worldwide have introduced measures constraining
civil society, including restrictions on the registration
of NGOs and on their ability to conduct advocacy,
access ICT and, notably, foreign funding for their
activities.

At the dawn of the new post-2015 agenda, it is
time to take action to ensure that civil society has
the space to play its part to the fullest. We need
not only help strengthen civil society's capacities
to deliver on the new SDGs, but also ensure that
countries develop the right enabling environment
for them to do so.

That's why this week in Bangkok, together with
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a number of partners including USAID, the Asia-
Pacific Forum of National Human Rights
Institutions, The Asia Foundation, Ford
Foundation and ICNL, we have brought together
more than 60 participants from governments, civil
society, regional and international organisations
from all across Asia, the Pacific and beyond, to ask
the question: how can civil society and govern-
ments better engage with one another in support of
sustainable development? And what role should the
UNDP - as well as other regional and international
actors - play in doing so?

The answers to those questions will direct our
regional work in the years ahead, to strengthen
civil society space and thereby to enable it to work
towards more inclusive and peaceful societies, and
more transparent and accountable institutions.
Only in that way can the promise of a more pros-
perous, more equitable and more sustainable
world in 2030, to which the UN's member states
will commit themselves in September, be
achieved.

The writers are Advisor on Governance, Conflict Prevention, Access
to Justice and Human Rights at the United Nations Development
Programme, and Project Officer working on issues relating to civil
society, youth and effective governance at the United Nations
Development Programme, respectively.
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