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| SPOTLIGHT |

st a day after Eid-ul-Fifr, the country's
higgest rel|gious celebration, we woke
p te the news of this upfortunate
desaths of a woman and five childten; in
three separate incidents of landslides and
wall eollapse at Bayazid and Lalkhan
areas of Chittagong due to heavy eainfall.
Following the incident, the voice of
‘concermed government aificials could be
heard aver loudspenkers, as they

requested prople 1 move (o safer places. .
Wie have a standird approdch to tackle:

-such sad news: News agencies reporied
(the staties; concérmed authirities held
discussions whers they presented a fist of
recommendations, we moumed idly
before burying these lraumairc deaths in

f66 families living in 11 of these-tlanger
dones are relocated. However, the qumbeér
of dwellers (Iving on the slopes and at the
faot of the rest of the hills remains
unnnun[ed.'l'hl!rdﬂ‘ef the actual and mst
curtent dath rémain Unknowi 1o as:
However, Md Abdullah, Dh-mnal
Commissioner of Chittagong who heads
thi HMC, claimed that they have alréady
miade a lstand are working to improve
the existing database. *Evaciating
everyone af-a fime from all these:
identified areas s-not practically feasihle
fiar the Jocal government.” Mﬂﬁhdtﬂhh
speaks aboot the eviction campaian, 2 e
further adeds, *We have a residential
project for those who ate living In danger,

‘Kalurghat Briclge. belonging to the

Banghidesh Raflway, Thers was 3 plan to

sef-rehabilitalion centres there for some

2400 familles. But as this project failed,
the peoplé retliriod from Hathazari i the

il

Experts blame the failure of different

government elfices whi didn't take:

engugh measures o prevent this

Development ﬁuﬂmﬁh.l' started budlding

resldential areas, Kalpolok-ind Cnonmnys;

int the two big flood lands of the ¢ty As
the prime finwater harvesting area; the

'tmn’li‘. weeres filled g% a resilt, thiy ity

wens drewwned By silt water.

Experts belleve that like previous vears,

this-year's flooding was-also due to the

filling:of rivers and other water courses by,
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betieves the newly elecied city mayor A|M
MNasir Liddin. “We have started working
on-evacusing the-illegal settlements bulli
over the canals and the alternative
arrangements Tor all thewlectrical and
tedephone wires that pass through those
canals. | beligve the death rate his I:eg;g
siubistantlally reduced and if-all thi
stakeholders work together we could

wwhich-dre wall ﬁdrurpp

differint portions of hills I:'prmlnlg mscle
piwes, money power or political eloo

-singe time immemorial. They cut hills andl

leally build makeshift houses, hills
el with utility
conpection and rented out to poor peaple;

on the slopes aind at the foot,
Muhammad All, 4 local restdent ¢laims:

that people whe have political privilege

DWELLING IN A DEATH TRAP

the-abyss of our minds unt] the arrlval of
the next mansodn.,

Even though we put the blame on the
heavy rainfall for these unfortunate: and
wagic deaths, we all are aware of other

“significant underlying reasons that ane
responsible forsuch ragedies,

This year's incldent occumed afer the'

-avvernment appointed the Hill
Maragement Cammittee (HMO) which
had {dentified 30 bills as being susceptibie
1o Landslides and recommended that the

Bt it 50 costly project, Our central
mwu‘nn‘tenl rieeds jo actively advocate
rticipate in the pvacuation snd
E:Iataum process fo-make it bappen,”
In 2008, the Hill Management
Cornmittee had selocted 27 acnes of khas:
tand in Hathazan upazita to rehabilitate
peaple affected by landslides. As: this
primiarly selectud tand fell under the
firing range of the Bangladesh Army, the
committée selected 5.92 acres of fand
wiorth Tk 530 million at Jahan All Hat near

vulnerable state of atfalrs in the hilly area:

In 2007, following the most shocking
miadslide In Chittagong city that took 127
liwiss, a divisional Hill Managemet
Committee (HMC) was founded, Since
thien, thi committee prépares sharf-term
and long-term plans-every vear with.a
number of recommendations to combat

Such catastrophes;

lnstond of executing the Chittagong
Metropalitan master plan, In the name of

“world class ubdnisation” the Chittagang

the silting of thase cut hills besides back

tides. While developing these areas,

indivicual companies and private owners
cut-a subwtantial amotnt of hills withouot
referente to other parts of the hills
without considering the: Inp-ugmphy an
the dralnage tatdmem of ther hills fo
ensure that othier areas are not affécted.
Excavating the existing sideen canals

and frecing them from Hlegal grabbers

culd also be attributed] to the solution fie
water lopging and the deaths caused by it,

come up with a solution.” he says
optimistically:
Maoreover, concernad authodtics and

the tawners of the marked hills Had never

taken steps 1o check hill cutting, felling of
trees; and shifting of human settlements
friam the affected hillareas. However, in
risnlity, the administration has not taken
any step 10 demolish the risky structures in

the danger zone, Instoad, a group of

oppurtunistic husinessmen and political
fgures have bedn fllegally grabbing

are engaged with the hill cutting. They

encourage us 1o cut the hills to create a
fce for nur habitat However, after a
aavy shower if the hill falls down, they

reiap the profit by selling ll'rtmdim-.tnlsat

‘ahigh price:” he says..

Interestingly, ane of the farmer mayes
dlelring his teaure ceimented a majority of
ther Chaktai Khal which cost aroand Tk. 50
crire. Exparts wees surprised at his
diclsion, since & cermented carial cannot

keep up with the increasing pressure of 2

EXPERTS BLAME THE
FAILURE OF
DIFFERENT
GOVERNMENT
OFFICES WHO
DIDN'T TAKE
ENOUGH
MEASURES TO
PREVENT THIS
VULNERABLE STATE
OF AFFAIRS IN THE
HILLY AREA.

grovwing papulation. In the rame of
development, he aléo occupied mistof



