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The derelict Artist Rashid Chowdhury Hostel of the Fine Arts Institute of Chittagong
University recently. Though the only accommodation facility for the institute was
declared abandoned by the government in 1980, students from insolvent families cram
into its seven rooms where the walls and ceilings have developed large cracks and
are flaking, inset. However, the risks they took to survive and continue study are
totally neglected by the university authorities. PHOTO; ANURUP KANTI DAS
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CU fine arts students

in hellish dorm

MD ABBAS, CU

Residential students of the Fine Arts
Institute of Chittagong University (CU) are
struggling with daily lives in a derelict hostel
that can collapse anytime and has no supply
of clean drinking water.

Chittagong Government Arts College
and the Department of Fine Arts of CU were
merged into the Fine Arts Institute on
August 2, 2010.

Since then, a few students have been
“lucky” or “unlucky” to have got to live in
Artist Rashid Chowdhury Hostel, the only
accommodation facility for the fine arts
students, which was declared abandoned in
1980 by the Ministry of Housing and Public
Works.

The one-storey building has seven rooms
which at most can accommodate 21 stu-
dents but at present 36 of the 400 students
are living there in appalling conditions.

The walls and ceiling have developed large
cracks, and they keep leaking and flaking,
complained students, drawing this correspon-
dent's attention to the ramshackle windows.

“We are staying here risking our lives.
Concrete chunks fell several times, and we
luckily averted the mishaps,” said Animesh
Mazumder, a third-year student.

“The situation gets worse in rainy season, A
few days ago, our rooms were flooded with

rain water. Moreover, all the three toilets over-
flowed making our lives even more miserable,”
added another, Md Abdul Wahab.

Besides, there is no dining facility in the
hostel, so students have to pay around Tk 40
per meal while in government-subsidised
hostels each meal costs about Tk 18.

Unavailability of clean drinking water is
another serious problem. There is a water
tank near the hostel but the water is full of
iron, making it almost red in colour and
moles are also found in the tank, the stu-
dents complained. "So we also have to buy
water for drinking, " said one.

“Still we are living here as renting rooms
in the city area is not affordable for us. In the
face of our demonstrations, the authorities
earlier gave assurance that they would soon
build a hostel but nothing happened,” said
Abid bin Rafiq, a fourth-year student.

When asked, Nasima Akter, director of the
institute, said, “The housing and public works
ministty owns the land, therefore we can't
renovate it. But we already have informed the
higher authorities about the students' suffer-
ings and hope fora quick remedy.”

CU Vice Chancellor Prof Iftekhar Uddin
Chowdhury said he would talk to the direc-
tor and take immediate steps in this regard.

The institute is located on Badsha Miah
Road in the port city, about 22km off the CU
campus.

JU hands over student to
cops for dissing Hasina

JU CORRESPONDENT a Dhaka court after being sued under the

information and communication technol-

The proctor office of Jahangirnagar
University handed a student over to police
on Wednesday night because he made nega-
tive comments on Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina on Facebook.

Shamsul Alam Babu, a fourth-year stu-
dent of government and politics, was sent to

ogy act, said Ashulia police.

He was first caught by some activists and
leaders of the Bangladesh Chhatra League,
led by JU unit's Vice President Al Amin Setu.

On a recent Facebook post of Setu about
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's
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12-year-old girl

raped' in capital

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A 12-year-old domestic help was allegedly raped in the
capital's Pallabi yesterday afternoon.

The girl, who was bleeding lying on a road, was taken to
Dhaka Medical College Hospital for test.

A driver in the neighbourhood took the girl to a nearby
building offering snacks and raped her in cooperation with
another person, Pallabi Police Station Dfﬁcer—in-Charge
Dadan Fakir quoted the girl as saying.

They were trying to arrest the perpetrators who are on the
run, he added.

EU gives Dhaka €5 lakh
as flood assistance

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The European Commission is providing emergency support
to Myanmar and Bangladesh following floods and
mudslides in both the countries.

Myanmar will receive €1 million and Bangladesh €500,000,
accordingto a press release of the commission.

DNCC councillor obstructs

FROM PAGE 4
He said, "Stones, bricks and other construction materials
occupied not only the entire footpath but also part of the
road in front of the under-construction building, hindering
vehicular movement.” As the bulldozer was removing the
materials, an outraged Afsar and his supporters manhan-
dled the Rajuk team and shoved them away, said Mizanur,
The councillor dlaimed that Rajuk officials conducted the drive
without any prior notice; they had damaged many properties in
the last few days in that area. "That's why there was an altercation
between them and me. There was nothing more than that.”
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Dhaka, KL agree to check illegal

FROM PAGE 4

foreign minister of Norway and state minis-
ters for foreign affairs of Japan and India,
and discussed various bilateral and regional
issues on Wednesday:,

Norwegian Foreign Minister Borge
Brende praised Bangladesh's economic
development and social progress especially
attaining the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs).

Japanese State Minister for Foreign

Affairs Kiuchi Minoru expressed his deep
satisfaction at the comprehensive part-
nership with Bangladesh and mentioned
various ongoing projects as well as the
upcoming prospective 36th loan package.

With India's State Minister for External
Affairs General (Retd) VK Singh,
Mahmood Ali discussed the recent imple-
mentation process of the Land Boundary
Agreement and connectivity between the
two countries.

Employees demand restoration of perks

FROM PAGE 4
BMDA Secretary Dewan M Abdus Samad.
According to Samad, the BMDA is still a
project in which all its 977 staff are
employed on contract and they had enjoyed
all the facilities “illegally” as no specific law
or organogram was formulated for BMDA
after 1992,

However, the staff complained that the
government used the fact to its advantage.
“If there is no law, the government must
formulate it”, said Shamsul Huda, superin-
tendent engineer of BMDA and convenor of
BMDA Staff Oikya Parishad.

The staff recently got united to get bene-
fits of the new payscale, said an official.

Petition challenges DU's bar on admission

FROM PAGE 4

seekers before taking the decision last year.
Because of the new policy, the students

who passed HSC exams in 2014 will be

deprived of sitting for the admission test
this year.

The HC on July 8 upheld DU's decision,
taken on October 15 last year.

The chehlum of late Zaibunnessa Karim (Betu) wife of late
G.M.M.E Karim and mother of Iftikharul Karim (Tannu), Zabir

Karim, late Dabir Karim (Debu), Nasrin (Queenie) and Yasmin
(Buri) will be held at the Gulshan 1 Masjid (Bhola Masjid next to
HSBC Bank) at 5:30 pm on August 8, 2015 after Asr prayers. Her
family and friends are requested to join for the Dua.
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