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divine blessing for rain.

PHOTO: STAR
Cracks develop at an aman field of Paikpara

village in Thakurgaon Sadar upazila as vast
areas of Thakurgaon and Panchagarh districts
see scanty rainfall even during the ongoing
monsoon. Insef, locals arrange a special prayer
at central Eidgah in Panchagarh town seeking

THAKURGAON, PANCHAGARH

Scanty rainfall hampers

T-aman farming

MD QQUAMRUL ISLAM RUBAIYAT,
Thakurgaon

Insufficient rainfall during the ongo-
ing rainy season badly hampers culti-
vation of transplanted aman (T-aman)
paddy in Thakurgaon and Panchagarh
districts.

During a recent visit to different
areas, this correspondent saw that
cracks have developed on T-aman
paddy fields while many farmers are
planting aman plants by providing
irrigation with shallow pumps.

Around 30-40% of targeted land in
Thakurgaon and Panchagarh districts
still remains uncultivated although the
usual plantation period for aman
paddy expires in mid-August.

The season consists of two Bangla
months of Ashar and Shraban (mid
June-mid August) and the yield
declines if paddy seedlings are trans-
planted after this period.

Aman, cultivated in the rainy season

with the help of rainwater, is consid-
ered more profitable than Irri-boro
paddy.

This year the Department of
Agriculture Extension (DAE) in
Thakurgaon targeted aman cultivation
on around 1.30 lakh hectares of land
with the production target of 3 lakh
54,940 tonnes of rice but about 98,000
hectares of land have been cultivated
in the district till now (Sunday).

In Panchagarh, farmers have trans-
planted aman on about 65,000 hect-
ares of land while the DAE set a target
to cultivate it on 94 thousand 65 hect-
ares of land with the production target
of 2 lakh 25,000 tonnes of rice.

Visiting different villages in these
districts, it was found that seedlings in
many seedbeds have attained 50-60
days although seedlings of 18-28 days
of age are ideal for transplantation.

Finding no way many farmers pre-
pared their lands with water drawn by
shallow or deep pump machines and

transplanted aman there but many
others, mostly marginal farmers and
sharecroppers, could not afford it and
are still waiting for rain water.

It needs additional Tk 1500-Tk
2000 to prepare one bigha of land with
irrigation water, farmers said.

"I have prepared and cultivated
aman plants on two bighas of land by
providing irrigation that cost addi-
tional Tk 1,600. I had to do it as my
seedlings were going to be overage,"
said Sirajul Islam, 55, of Barunagaon
village in Thakurgaon Sadar upazila.

Samsuzzoha, 60, of Sakoya village
in Boda upazila of Panchagarh said
cracks have developed on two bighas
of his transplanted aman land but he
cannot afford to provide irrigation as
he earlier incurred loss by cultivating
boro paddy due to its low price.

Contacted, DAE Deputy Director
Arshed Ali said, "We are yet to consider
the situation as drought, but rainfall is
needed soon for aman cultivation.”

Two school kids rescued
2 hours into abduction

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Kushria

Two schoolboys, abducted
from Babupara area in

Quoting the victims, Sub-
inspector Anwar Hossain of
Kushtia Model
Station,

Police

said a gang of andfledthescene.

Sensing danger, the gang
quickly got into the vehicle,
pushed Alif into the street

dent of Biplob-Lopa
Memorial School in the
town and son of wood
trader Shahidul of

Mirpur upazila on Monday,
were rescued from the dis-
trict town two hours into
their abduction.

The victims are Alif
Hasan; 12Z; son ot
Mohammad Jhantu, and
Kafi Mahmud, 12, son of
Abdul Mamun of Chitholia
village. Both are Class V
students at Poradah Nutun
Kuri Kindergarten in Mirpur
upazila,

masked criminals waylaid
the two boys near Babupara
field, forcibly picked them
up into a black microbus
around 3:30pm and took
them to Kushtia town,

As the gang members
stopped the microbus in
front of a tea stall in
Courtpara area of the town
to have tea around 5:30pm,
Kafi, one of the abductees,
came out of the vehicle and
screamed for help.

Being informed, police
rescued the boys and took
them to the police station.
They were later handed over
to their parents the same
night.

Away in Sherpur, a
schoolboy, who was abduc-
ted from Shaheed Darog Ali
Park in the town on August
2, still remains traceless,
reports a correspondent.

The victim is Arafat Islam
alias Rahat, 8, a Class I stu-

Gridanarayanpur area in the
town,

Following a case filed by
the victim's father with Sadar
Police Station yesterday,
police arrested two people,
suspecting their involvement
in the abduction.,

The arrestees are Abdul
Latif, 22, son of Motiur
Rahman of Boyraporanpur
village under Sadar upazila,
and Robin, 20, son of Faruk
Mia of the village.
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PHOTO: STAR

A newlywed couple from former Indian enclave Gotamari inside Hatibandha upazila under Lalmonirhar district wait for
travel passes as they have opted for settling in India following exchange of 162 adversely possessed enclaves between
the two neighbouring countries.
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in Teknat

A quiet temple where Buddhist heritage endures

ANDREW EAGLE

When the garden's silence
meets the quiet of dawn,
U Nanda Loka, 50, begins
his prayer of meditation
and whispers. At 5.30
a.m. for thirty minutes he
seeks blessings for all the
people of the world, just
as he has done daily for
the past year since he took
up the post of sole monk
at the roughly 200-year-
old Teknaf Buddhist tem-
ple.

While the temple
grounds are largish the
congregation is small. Only
fourteen Rakhine families
remain in Teknaf town,
joined by a handful of other
Buddhists who have moved
there for work.

“There should be at least
one monk,” says 19-year-
old Mong Swui Thing, a
Marma teenager from
Ramu sent by his father, a
farmer, to the temple's
tranquillity to better pre-
pare for school exams. He
aspires to a government job
eventually.

Due to the commu-
nity's small size adjust-
ments have been made.
Where in a larger location
it is customary for monks
to walk through morning
markets carrying pots into
which people place food,
all the monks will eat for
that day; in Teknaf the
fourteen families supply
food provisions on a
rotation basis.

“The issue is continuity,”
says temple visitor Aung
Kyaw Tha, “Temple goers
are few but it doesn't mat-
ter; we want our religion to
stay.”

Gautama Buddha said a
quiet place has its own hap-
piness, explains Tha. “Alone
or with people, in town or
village, no matter where,
one keeps Buddha's teach-
ings in mind to live peace-
fully.”

The temple complex of a
main building raised on
stilts in Rakhine tradition, a
smaller temple and a golden
stupa featuring a footprint
of Buddha, 1s tucked away
from the road, barely visi-
ble.

Once its grounds were
larger but roadside portions
were sold when many local
Rakhine families moved to
Myanmarin the 1990s.

Tea shop talk says the
then-majority Rakhine
community was favoured
in the British era. There are
tales of how Bengalis back
then used to take off san-
dals to carry them under-
arm while passing a
Rakhine shop in the bazaar,
as a sign of respect. It was
considered improper for a
Bengali to wear a wrist-
watch or open an umbrella
in front of a Rakhine house,

people say.

Such talk of political
history stands in contrast to
the monk's views. When
asked to speak of other
religions he says, "Of
Hinduism, Christianity
and Islam I have no knowl-
edge. I don't understand. I
only do what Buddhism
says.”

Central to his beliefs is
the importance of avoiding
envy or jealousy; one reason
why it cannot be fruitful to
consider how others prac-
tice religion. This tenet does
not mean, however, neglect-
ing concern for non-
Buddhists. “Everyone in the
world I will bless,” says the
monk,

Similarly when 1 was
foolish enough to ask his
favourite food the monk
struggled to answer. When
the goal is to seek enlight-
enment away from the
physical world, the ques-
tion makes no sense.
“What is given, I like,” he
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says, My preference is
nothing.”

By tradition monks eat
only one plate of rice, with-
out looking up to see what
others are eating. A second
serving is to risk gluttony;
to see others eat risks envy.
At Teknaf Buddhist temple
the monk will eat nothing
after midday lunch until
the next morning's break-
fast.

U Nanda Loka says he
became a monk after his
parents died when he was
16 years old. “I didn't like
regular life anymore,” he
says. With his two sisters
married he moved to the
temple,

Being a monk is not
inherently a permanent
position. It lasts "as many
days as it makes you happy,”
though most commonly it is
for life.

In describing
Buddhism, the monk
refers to five principal
tenets: don't kill because
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life is sacred; don't take
what isn't yours; treat
women respectfully; don't
lie and; don't use stimu-
lants including alcohol,
drugs and betel leaf. “To
explain more than these
basic beliefs,” says the
monk, “is to embark upon
an ocean of knowledge.”

Each morning is spent
reading texts, completing
bath and lunch before retir-
ing for thirty minutes' rest.
In the afternoon is more
prayer, while commonly of
an evening people arrive
seeking advice.

The pattern of each day
is simplicity repeated right
up until it meets again the
quiet of dawn. Such
Buddhist traditions are
followed around the
world, right back to the
4th - 6th century BCE time
of Gautama Buddha.
Teknaf's temple is but a
footnote in a far greater
continuity story.

PHOTO: STAR

Two-century-old Buddhist temple in Teknaf town under Cox's Bazar district.

2 cops closed
for beating
up contractor

OuRrR CORRESPONDENT,
Moulvibazar

Two constables have been
closed to the district police
lines for beating up a con-
tractor in Borolekha upazila
of the district.

Police Superintendent
Mohammad Shah Jalal said
the action was taken against
the constables -- Monir Ahmed
and Latif Miah —-on Sunday.

Locals said police seized
the bike of one Rahim Uddin
at Uttar Choumohani of the
upazila while checking docu-
ments of motorcycles.
However, it was returned on
submission of papers.

Rahim dropped constable
Motin at the Borolekha Police
Station on his motorbike at the
request of the constable. An
altercation ensued between the
two as the constable demanded
Tk 500 from Rahim.

Hearing the news,
Rahim's relative Jalaluddin,
a local contractor, rushed in
and protested the consta-
ble's demand.

Seeing the incident, two
other constables -- Monir
Ahmed and Latif Miah --
beat up Jalal, leaving him
critically injured.
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