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LANDSLIDE RISKS IGNORED

Danger doesn't
deter people

Over 50,000 people live on
Cox's Bazar hill slopes

MUHAMMAD ALI JINNAT, Cox's Bazar

Ignoring the risk of landslides, an estimated 50,000 people
live dangerously on the slopes of hills in Cox's Bazar.

Landslides over the last five years claimed at least 148
lives and there has been no official study to determine how
many people are at risk or the circumstances that drive them
to live on the slopes.

Death toll from rain-induced landslides stood at 10 with
the arrival of monsoon season this year, The latest incident
took place on July 27, claiming five lives. Just a month ago
five more had died this way.

This region is subjected to inclement weather all too
frequently. Cyclone Komen is the recent-most example.

The Daily Star estimates that 5 lakh people live in the
hills of Cox's Bazar illegally and 50,000 of them are in dan-
ger of becoming victims of landslides.

The guess is based on scattered estimates by government
and non-government organisations.

The approximation only considered Cox's Bazar, the
heart of country's tourism. Unlike other hilly districts, it
attracts the largest number of people, landless and rich. People live in illegal houses on the hill slopes and at the foothills in Cox's Bazar town, ignoring the risk of landslides there. Only on July 27, five people were killed in a land-

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1 slide and a month before that five more died. The photos were taken at Faterghona and Bayddarghona areas in the town a few days ago. PHOTO: STAR
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People float on inner tubes to travel in the waist-deep rainwater in Bandarban. Incessant rain over the last few ofe #1ig 2o ) P CPITOIRR @ 471 e ¢ (%) TR G 0T 7T AT i€ MG =T
days has triggered flash flood in the district, snapping road communication with other districts. PHOTO: STAR 4 |
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