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The coming Eid-ul-Fitr will hardly bring
any joy to the life of these river erosion and
flood victim people as they are passing
hard days in makeshift houses at Char
Gobardhan in Mahishkhocha union of
Aditmari upazila under Lalmonirhat dis-
trict. Inset, scantily clad children of the
poverty stricken area are not likely to
know what the joy of getting new dresses

onthe occasionis.
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Joy of Eid to remain elusive
for Lalmonirhat char people

Jobless due to ongoing flood, they are struggling

for daily meals

S DiLir RoOY, Lalmonirhat

Eid-ul-Fitr will hardly bring
any joy for thousands of
people in char villages of the
Teesta and Dharla river
basin areas of five upazilas
under the district this year,
as the people, mostly
dependent on farm work,
are passing hard days amid
unemployment due to
floods and river erosion.
Many of the char people
are selling their labour in
advance and borrowing
money from local money-
lenders to arrange daily
meals for the family, the
sufferers said during this
correspondent's visit to

different villages.

“We are now struggling
for our daily food and not in
a position to spend extra
money for observing Eid,”
said Aftab Hossain, 55, a
farmer of Teesta River char
Narsingh in Aditmari
upazila.

"Our two grandsons are
demanding new dresses, but
we cannot afford,” said his
wife Jolekha Begum, 47.

"Our three kids want new
dresses on the occasion of
the Eid, but we are too help-
less. During this period in
last year, | and my husband
earned Tk 500 to 600 daily
by working in the field, but

we are now jobless due to
flood and erosion,” said
Halima Begum, 38, wife of
Taherul Islam at Teesta char
village Isorkul in Kaliganj
upazila.

Mahir Ali, 50, a farmer at
Dharla River char Boalmari
of Kulaghat union in
Lalmonirhat Sadar, said he
gets 10 kg rice against one
VGF card, but it is too insuf-
ficient for their five-member
family.

"It will be difficult for me
to buy vermicelli and milk
for the Eid, let alone buy
new dresses for our chil-
dren,” he said.

There are around 50

thousand people of 12
thousand families living at
90 char villages in Teesta
and Dharla river basin areas
of five upazilas in the dis-
trict, and they are dependent
on farm work.

The government has
distributed one lakh and
five thousand VGF (Vulnera-
ble Group Feeding) cards
among needy families at 45
unions and two municipali-
ties of five upazilas in the
district to observe Eid-ul-
Fitr.

Each of the VGF card
holders gets 10 kg of rice,
said sources of District Relief
and Rehabilitation Office.
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Housewife
killed for
dowry

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Chapainawabganj

A housewife was killed
allegedly by her husband for
dowry at Chakadin village
in Raninagar upazila of
Naogaon district yesterday.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Jannatun Nayem, 22,
wife of Alamgir Hossain of
the village.

Abdullahil Zaman, offi-
cer-in-charge of Raninagar
Police Station, said Alamgir
married Jannatun, daughter
of Dodon Hossain of
Trimohoni village in the
upazila, three years ago.

Alamgir was paid Tk two
lakh as dowry during their
marriage, he said.

However, Alamgir used to
torture Jannatun to realise
more money from her Saudi
Arabia expatriate father,

Early yesterday, Alamgir
and his family members
beat Jannatul mercilessly,
leaving her dead on the spot
following an altercation
over the issue.

They later hung the body
from the ceiling of her room
showing it as a case of suicide
and escaped from the house.

The victim's brother Abu
Bakar Siddique filed a mur-
der case, accusing seven
people, including Alamgir.

Attack on toll
plaza in
Munshiganj

OUuR CORRESPONDENT,
Munshiganj

A toll collector of Muktarpur
toll plaza in Munshiganj
Sadar upazila was injured in
an attack allegedly by a
microbus driver and his
goons early yesterday.

The wvictim, Mizanur
Rahman, 20, is a toll collec-
tor of booth No 3 at
Muktarpur Bridge.

Major (retd) Ziaul Ahsan,
operation director of the toll
plaza, said an altercation
took place between Mizanur
and a microbus driver when
the later tried to cross the
bridge without paying the
stipulated toll around
1:12am.

At one stage, the driver
left the scene threatening
Mizan of dire consequences.

About 40 minutes later,
the driver along with 12/14
hired goons came back and
launched an attack at the
toll collection office.

The gang also beat up
Mizan mercilessly, leaving
him injured.
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2 farmers abducted
in Bandarban

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Bandarban

Criminals kidnapped two
farmers for ransom from
Fashiakhali village under
Lama upazila of the district
early yesterday:.

The victims are Ziaul
Haque, 25, and Mohammad
Jahangir, 35, of the village.

Quoting locals, police
said a gang of 14/15 crimi-
nals picked up the duo at
gunpoint from their house
at the wvillage around
12:30am.

The gang later phoned
the victims' family members
and demanded Tk one lakh
as ransom from each family,

said Jakir Hossain, chair-
man of the local union
parishad.

Jakir claimed that several
gangs from adjacent Cox's
Bazaar and Chakaria
upazilas have been conduct-
ing such kidnapping in the
area forlong.

About 18 days ago, three
people, including a Madrasa
teacher, were kidnapped by
a gang and were later
released after paying ran-
SO,

Sirajul Islam, officer-in-
charge of Lama Police
Station, said they are trying
to rescue the two farmers
and arrest the abductors.
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Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal visits Indian
enclave Latamari inside Patgram upazila under
Lalmonirhat district yesterday as preparations are on to
officially hand over such adversely located areas accord-
ing to the land boundary agreement between the two

neighbouring countries.

UNO assaulted for
stopping illegal
construction

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Noakhali

Some local youths physi-
call ¥ gsdaulte d
Companiganj Upazila
Nirbahi Officer (UNO) Md
Ashraful Alam at
Chaprashir Hat in the
upazila under Noakhali
district yesterday.

The UNO along with the
upazila food officer was
going to Char Fakira union
parishad office around
11:45am to visit the distri-

bution of VGF rice among
the locals, said Sajidur
Rahman Sajid, officer-in-
chatge ([OC) ot
Companiganj Police
Station.

While crossing
Chaprashir Hat, the offi-
cers found that some
workers of Hanif Sukani
were constructing a build-
ing at a government
owned land.

The UNOQO ordered stop-
ping the work and got a few
pillars broken by the work-

ers.

Within minutes, a group
of youths, allegedly men of
the owner of the under
construction building,
came to the spot and
started beating the UNO.
Locals rescued him and
admitted him to
Companiganj Hospital.

After taking treatment
there, the UNO went to his
residence.

A case will be filed
against the miscreants, said
the OC.
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Locals form a human chain at Jamalganj Bazar in Akkelpur upazila under Joypurhat
district yesterday demanding punishment of the criminals who tortured to death 13-year-
old Samiul Alam Rajon in Sylhet city on July 8.

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

Ministry of Road Transport and Bridges

Road Transport and Highways Division

Dhaka Transport Coordination Authority
Nagar Bhaban, 12-13% Floor (East Block)

Fulbaria, Dhaka-1000

No. 35.02.0000.008.37.016.15-193

Request for Expression of Interest (REOI)

For

Date: 12.07.2015

Clearing House Bank (CH Bank)

Dhaka Transport Coordination Authority (DTCA), Road Transport and Highways
Division, Ministry of Road Transport and Bridges has been allocated public funds
from Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh (GOB) and Japan
International Cooperation Agency (JICA) towards a preparation of implementation
of Integrated Ticketing System by the Common Card named "Rapid Pass"
including establishment of Clearing House (Rapid Pass System).
2. Rapid Pass System is intended to use Rapid Pass as the common card for
all public transports such as existing bus services, Ferry services, Railway
services, future BRT and MRT services, run by Public Transport Operators

(PTOs).

3. Under the above scheme, DTCA will act as Clearing House and Card Issuer
(CHCI) and DTCA intends to recruit the bank which satisfies condition stated
in Clause 5 and wishes to carry out the tasks listed in Clause 4. (Clearing
House Bank, in short, CH Bank).

4.  CH Bank performs the following tasks.
I.  To assist DTCA for obtaining necessary permits and licenses for issuing

from authorities including Bangladesh Bank.
ii. To review proposed Clearing and Settlement system and compile a

report.

iii. To keep necessary bank accounts for Clearing and Settlement

Operation.

iv. To keep necessary bank accounts of PTOs.
v. To transfer funds between CHCI accounts and PTO accounts.
vi. To organize Rapid Pass Consortium (tentative name) to assist DTCA's
operation of Card Issue and Recharge as an agent.
vii. To provide spaces for 5 Servers and related equipment in suitable
environment for Servers like a data center.
5.  Scheduled banks registered in Bangladesh are eligible for CH Bank
excluding foreign commercial banks and specialized banks.
6. |Interested eligible banks having adequate similar experience in relevant
fields are hereby invited to submit EOI including, but not limited to, the
following information with supporting documents
I. Background of the bank with brochures including name, year of
establishment, trade license (if any), VAT and tax-payer's identification,
address, telephone number, contact person, key activities etc.

ii. Management competence of the bank (maximum of two pages) to conduct
similar types of Clearing and Settlement Operations (CSO).

iii. Technical competence of the bank including: (i) resource assignment
including well experienced staffs; (i) carrying out tasks detailed in Clause
4 above; and (iii) brief on similar CSOs executed during last 5 (five) years.

iv. Report on financial status (audited financial reports for the last three

years).

7.  EOI must be submitted in standard format to be obtained on request from the
office of the undersigned.

8.  The banks selected will be invited for interview to make opinions on the draft
TOR prepared by DTCA. TOR will be finalized based on such opinions. It is
expected that the services will commence from September 2015.

9. Interested banks may obtain further information by applying to the address
below during normal office hours.

10.

Expressions of Interest shall be submitted by 3:00pm BST on 12.08.2015 in

sealed envelope to Project Director, Dhaka Transport Coordination Authority,
Room No. 1331, 12" Floor, Nagar Bhaban, Dhaka, Bangladesh, which is
clearly marked as "Expressions of Interest for CH Bank".

11.  The authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or all EOls.

Md. Rafiqul Islam
Additional Secretary

GD-2392 Project Director, CH Project




