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Bangladeshis
living longer

Reveals survey

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

70.4yrs

People now live longer than
in the past.

Life expectancy in the
country rose to 70.4 years in
2013 from 69.4 a year ago,
says a new survey of
Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics (BBS).

It was 65.2 years in 2005,
according to the Sample Vital
Registration System 2009-
2013 released yesterday.

This progress reflects an
overall improvement in the
living standards, thanks to
steady economic growth,
and increased income, education and health awareness.

"This is the compound effect of a number of factors,
including rising health consciousness and increased availability
of healthcare facilities in the country," said Prof AKM Nurun
Nabi, vice chancellor of Begum Rokeya University in Rangpur.

"The level of poverty has declined over time while
income and education standard have risen. As a whole,

INDIA TO LINK RIVERS
Controversial

plan on again

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
New Delhi

Signalling its intent to go
ahead with a grand plan of
linking rivers across the
country, the Indian govern-
ment on Monday announced
that it would soon take up the
task of connecting Teesta-
Ganga-Manas-Sankosh
covering three states,

The latest Indian move to
interlink rivers came amidst
its lower riparian neighbour
Bangladesh's serious con-
cerns over possible shrink-
age of water flow in some of
the rivers that both the
countries share.

India and Bangladesh are
co-riparian countries as far
, as Teesta and Ganges are
- = concerned, and here these
" two rivers are made part of
the latest river-link plan.

India assured Bangladesh
in the past that Delhi would
take no river-linking move
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Bangladesh players listen intently to what coach Chandika Hathurusingha (2nd from R) has to say during the team's

practice session at the Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury Stadium in Chittagong yesterday. The Tigers will take on the I Apaihic

ANURUP KANTI DAS

SEE PAGE 10 COL 5

Proteas here in the series-deciding third ODI which staris at 3:00pm today. Stories on page 14.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 5

Shab-e-Qadr
observed

UNB, Dhaka

The holy Shab-e-Qadr was
observed across the country
last night with due solem-
nity and religious fervour.
The Holy Quran was

revealed on this night to
show mankind the path of
wortldly and eternal eman-
cipation.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4

Won't take IMF
loan tranches

Says Muhith, cites condition
set by the lender as reason

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

102 victims rescued

Myanmar says they were trafficked from Bangladesh

REUTERS, Bangkok boat packed with more than 700 migrants
in the Andaman Sea at the height of
Southeast Asia's migrant boat crisis.

The crisis blew up after a crackdown by
Thailand on trafficking camps along its
border with Malaysia made conditions too
risky for people smugglers to land their
human cargo, so they simply set them adrift.

The state-run Global New Light of

Myanmar's navy has discovered more than
100 Bangladeshi migrants stranded for
nearly a month on a southern island, state
media said yesterday, following a regional
migrant crisis in which people smugglers
abandoned thousands at sea.

It was the first major rescue reported by

The government will not take the last two installments of
about $1 billion loan from the International Monetary
Fund, Finance Minister AMA Muhith said yesterday.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4 | Myanmar since May, when its navy found a SEE PAGE 10 COL 3

IPL. SCAM

CSK, Rajasthan
Royals suspended

TIMES OF INDIA, New Delhi

Star-studded Chennai Super Kings, two-time champions in
the IPL, and Rajasthan Royals were suspended yesterday
from the cash-rich cricket league for two years for the betting
activities of their key officials Gurunath Meiyappan and Raj
Kundra during the 2013 season.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

Home-goers throng the Gabtoli Bus Terminal in the capital yesterday. With Eid just
around the corner, holidaymakers are leaving the city for their village homes a little
early to avoid last-minute hassles.
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PRAYER TIMING

JULY 15
Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
3-55 12-45 5-00 653 8-15
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50,000 Bangladeshis

TEAE S IR AR | AFE DI
AL @ (IoT T AfSFion o e (e |

AT @O I T

passing hard times

Bangladesh mission relocated to Tunisia
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Around 50,000 Bangladeshi migrants in Libya are now
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passing hard times as the security situation in the African
country has recently worsened due to fighting among
factions allied to the country's two rival governments.
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Amid escalating violence, Bangladesh has suspended its
diplomatic operations in Libya, and relocated its staff to
Tunisia last week.

“Bangladesh nationals, including migrant workers, are
strongly advised to avoid going to Libya in view of the
ongoing fighting and deteriorating security situation
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