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Bangladeshv South Africa

Third ODI (D/N)
Live from 3:00pm

l] HY,S HVEN] BangladeshvSouth Africa

TEN CRICKET
SriLanka v Pakistan
Second ODI (D/N)

Venue: ZACS, Chittagong

[PL BETTING SCANDAL

CRICINFO

In an order with far-reaching implica-
tions, the RM Lodha committee has
suspended Indian Cements and Jaipur
IPL, the owners of the Chennai Super
Kings and Rajasthan Royals teams, for a
period of two years. The committee has
also banned for life Gurunath
Meiyappan, a former team official of
Super Kings, and Raj Kundra, a former
Royals co-owner, from any involvement
in cricket matches.

The committee's order effectively
leaves the two companies with teams
that cannot play. Super Kings have twice
won the IPL, and are perennial tourna-
ment favourites, while Royals won the
inaugural edition. The onus is now on
the BCCI and the two companies to work
out the way forward, to decide whether
the teams will be in a two-year limbo or
play under different ownership.

The news sent officials of the two
franchises, and also of the BCCI, which
owns the IPL, into a series of meetings as
they began to make sense of the judge-
ment. The IPL governing council is likely
to meet over the weekend, and the BCCI's
working committee might meet before
that. In a brief statement Jagmohan
Dalmiya, the BCCI president, said it was
“committed to honour and respect

CSK, RR owners banned

X

Former CSK official Gurunath
Meiyappan (L) has been banned for life.

judicial decisions and it would give its
observations after the entire report is read
and a collective decision is taken."

Among the franchises, the initial sense
was that both would appeal against the
decision, though the sheer composition
of this committee - Lodha is a former
Chief Justice of India and Ashok Bhan and
RV Raveendran are retired judges of the
Supreme Court - suggests any court would
be waryof overturning the decision.

The committee, which made its report
public in a 45-minute session in New
Delhi, said its ruling was based on
disciplinary grounds, on behalf of the
BCCI. It refused to accept the argument
that the acts of Gurunath and Kundra
were personal, and that the franchises
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Former RR co-owner and Bollywood
actress Shilpa Shetty's husband Raj
Kundra (L) has also been banned for life.

Rajasthan Royals franchise - part owner
and team official - means his actions
brought the game, BCCI and IPL into
disrepute.”

The panel came down hard on
Gurunath, who they felt had caused "huge
injury” to the image of the game, and said
that India Cements had not shown to have
taken any action against him.

"Any agony suffered by him because of
media coverage or any hardship that may
have been caused to him is too small in
comparison to the huge injury he caused
to the reputation and image of the game,
the IPL and the BCCIL. If the reputation
and image of the sport are lost, what

"Disrepute has been brought to cricket, the BCCl and
the IPL to such an extent that there are doubts

abound in the public whether the game is clean or
not" -- Rajendra Mal Lodha, former Chief Justice.

could thus not be held responsible.
"Jaipur IPL claims it is highly
celebrated as a nursery of players. But
three of its players have accused of
alleged spot-fixing. This shows that all is
not well in their handling of affairs. The
position of Raj Kundra with the
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remains? Being 40 years of age, he is not
young but middle-aged. It is difficult to
accept that he has passion for the game.

“Not only that no urgent action was
taken by India Cements against
Gurunath Meiyappan but as a matter of
fact no action has been shown to have
been taken against him. The order of
suspension passed by the BCCI against
GM after his arrest is not an action by
India Cements against its official."

Former High Court Judge Mukul
Mudgal, who was part of the three-member
probe panel which conducted an
independent investigation into the corrup-
tion allegations, called the wverdict a
“temporary setback” for the IPL, but one
that was taken for the "greater good" of
cricket.

"I'm sorry, but if the franchise is
banned, how can the team escape? So
this has to happen," Mudgal told the
Times Now news channel. "It's a conse-
quence of some wrongdoing and it also
sends a message all across, right to the
top, don'tindulge in any wrong doing.

"Please remember however great it
may be, however popular it may be, it's
about the game of cricket. And therefore
in the long run it will benefit the IPL.
There is a current feeling that all matches
in the IPL are fixed, which is a totally
wrong feeling. I can only think that this

GAVASKAR'S
REACTION

Former India captain Sunil
(Gavaskar on Tuesday admitted
that "it will be tough" to imagine
an Indian Premier League edition
without Mahendra Singh Dhoni
after the Supreme Court
appointed Justice Lodha
Committee decided to suspend
Chennai Super Kings for two years.
Asked about an IPL without
Dhoni, Gavaskar said, "Yes, that is
going to be very tough. However,
Dhoni is only 34 years old and in a
few years will be bidding good
bye to international cricket. In any
case, it will be tough to imagine

GET SRINI OUT

Aditya Verma, the petitioner in the
IPL spot-fixing scandal, hailed the
Lodha Committee verdict and

demanded that BCCI should
withdraw N Srinivasan's nomina-
tion as its representative in the ICC.
"l am very happy with the verdict
of Justice Lodha Committee. Those
who have brought disrepute to
the game should be done away by
the BCCI," Verma, secretary of
unrecognised Cricket Association
of Bihar (CAB) said.

"l want BCCl to form a special
committee and throw N
Srinivasan (former BCCI president)
out of the Indian Cricket Board

Sk Jamal's goalfest
continues

SPORTS REPORTER

Holders Sheikh Jamal Dhanmondi Club
. consolidated their lead in the Manyavar

. Bangladesh Premier League with an
emphatic 4-1 win over Team BJMC at the
Bangabandhu National Stadium yester-
day.

Shohel Rana, Landing Darboe, Emeka Darlington and
Wedson Anselme struck one goal apiece to take the defend-
ing champions to 36 pionts, seven clear of second-placed
Sheikh Russel KC, who however played two matches less

TEAM BJMC 1 -4 SKJAMAL

than Sheikh Jamal's 15. Team BJMC, with nine defeats in 15
matches, stayed at seventh position with 12 points.

Sheikh Jamal came into the match on the back of a 5-1
win over Chittagong Abahani and another big triumph was
anticipated when Sohel Rana opened the scoring in the
fourth minute after BJMC defender Redwad Bin Rakin lost
the ball, which was driven to Sohel for a comfortable easy
finish.

But BJMC got back into the game, thanks to an equaliser
from captain Samson lliasu in the 39th minute.

Sheikh Jamal coach Joseph Afusi was forced to send on
fever-hit Mamunul Islam along with a couple of tactical
changes which eventually wrest control from Team BJMC.

Sheikh Jamal restored the lead in the 60th minute with
Landing finding the back of the net with a powerful shot
from the edge of the box before Emeka made it 3-1 in the
67th minute while top-scorer Wedson struck his 16th goal
of the league deep into the stoppage time to wrap up the
11th victory for Sheikh Jamal.

Xavi hits out at Real

AFP, Barcelona

Former Barcelona captain Xavi Hernandez hit
out on Tuesday at Real Madrid for the "lame”
way they handled the departure of their star
goalkeeper, his friend lker Casillas.

“To me, his departure from Real Madrid
stinks. It's a pity. It seems lame," Xavi wrote in an open letter
published in the Catalan newspaper La Vanguardia.

"How can you not appreciate lker?" Xavi added. "For me
he is the most decisive goalkeeper in history."

Casillas, 34, announced his decision to leave for
Portuguese side FC Porto after 25 years with his boyhood
club in a tearful solitary press conference on Sunday,
following a brief statement by Real Madrid.

The club's president Florentino Perez then moved to
quash talk of bad blood between Madrid and Casillas by
summoning the outgoing captain to appear with him at a
surprise tribute at the Santiago Bernabeu on Monday.

Zia unbeaten
champion

SPORTS REPORTER

Grandmaster Ziaur Rahman
emerged unbeaten cham-
pion in the Gazi Habibur
Rahman International Rating
Chess Tournament, which
concluded at the Bangladesh
Chess Federation hall room
yesterday,

Zia beat Shawkat
Hossain Pollob to earn 8.5
points from nine rounds.
FM Mehdi Hasan Parag and
Uten finished second and
third respectively after a
tiebreaker separated the
two players who finished
with 7.5 points each.

U-15 NAT'L FOOTBALL
Feni complete

final eight

SPORTS REPORTER

Feni became the last team to
qualify for the final round of
the Sailor-BFF National 1I-15
Football Championship after
a 4-3 tiebreak win over
Chittagong in their zonal
final at the MA Aziz Stadium
yesterday.

The final rolled into
shootout after regulation
time produced a 2-2 draw.
Iftekhar Ahmed had struck
a brace for the hosts while
Amin Hossain and Ahsanul

Haque netted one goal
apiece for Feni.

4-match ban
on Faulkner

AFP, London

World Cup winner James
Faulkner will miss Australia's
four limited overs matches
against England and Ireland
after Cricket Australia (CA)
banned the all-rounder for
drink-driving.

The 25-year-old faces a
court hearing in Manchester
next week after being
charged with drink-driving
by Greater Manchester Police
while playing for English
county side Lancashire.

Russia sack Capello

AFP, Moscow

Russian's Football Union
(RFU) on Tuesday dismissed
Fabio Capello as national
team head coach, ending the
[talian's three years in charge
after a string of disappointing results.

"The Russian Football Union and the
head coach of the national team, Fabio
Capello, have mutually agreed to terminate
his employment contract,” the union
said in a statement.

*The RFU sincerely thanks
Capello for his work as the
country's national team head
coach and wishes him
success in his future profes-
sional activity."

Capello -- who is reported to
be the highest-paid coach in
international football -- took over the
Russian team in 2012 and took them to the
2014 World Cup before being given a
lucrative new contract to stay in the job
through to the end of the 2018 World Cup,
which Russia will host.

The former England boss is expected to
come to Moscow on Wednesday to formally
end his contract with the RFLIL.

A source told Russian news wire R-Sport
that the 69-year-old coach will receive

around 930 million roubles ($16.3m,
£10.5m, 14.8m euros) in compensation.

"That's the way of the football world,"
ITAR-TASS news agency quoted Capello's
assistant Oreste Cinquini as saying in
comments translated into Russian.

"But we don't have any hard feelings
towards the RFLI."

Capello has come under increasing
pressure following a dismal run of results
and the team's lacklustre performances in

Russia's Euro 2016 qualifying
campaign,

Russia have just two wins to

their name from six matches in
qualifying Group G -- a 4-0
home victory over
Liechtenstein last September
before being awarded a 3-0
victory from the abandoned
clash against Montenegro in
Podgorica in March.

They have been held at home by
minnows Moldova and suffered two defeats
to group leaders Austria.

Russia are third in the group with four
matches to go, meaning their place at Euro
2016 in France this time next year is far from
secure as only the best third-placed side
from the nine groups will qualify along with
the top two sides from each section, and the
rest going into play-offs.

Fresh IPL auctions
and bidding?

PTI, New Delhi

The top brass of the Indian cricket board on Tuesday got
into a huddle after the Supreme Court appointed Justice RM
Lodha committee banned Chennai Super Kings and
Rajasthan Royals for two years from the cash-rich IPL
besides imposing life suspensions on their tainted officials
Gurunath Meiyappan and Raj Kundra.

"We were having some informal discussions once the verdict
was announced. An emergent meeting is on the cards where the
members will be apprised of the situation and the road ahead
will be only chalked out after our legal team goes through entire
contents of the copy of the verdict," said a senior BCCI
functionary and IPL Governing Council member.

However, the three primary points that have emerged from
the discussions between the senior functionaries are that of
whether new companies will be allowed to bid for two vacant
slots, whether all players or only the CSK and RR players will
be going into auctions and also the case of the de-merger of
the CSK from its parent company India Cements Limited.

"Since during our last GC meeting, we have forwarded the
matter of CSK's de-merger and share valuation issue to the
Working Committee, who will be taking legal opinion, we
have to wait for it. Now current owners of CSK and Royals may
be in a mood to sell their franchises to new owners but there
are a few problems," another GC member explained the
current situation. "The moment CSK or RR is sold off in its
current state to a new owner, the existing legal liabilities will
then be burden of the new owner. Plus both franchises have
lost goodwill. In this existing scenario can they be sold off or
new buyers will be interested?" he questioned.
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