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Ashraf shelves
London trip at
Hasina's request

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League General Secretary
Syed Ashraful Islam postponed
his scheduled London visit at the
request of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday, sources said.

He was supposed to fly at
10:10am today.

Ashraf, who was removed as
LGRD minister on Thursday, had
a one-to-one meeting with the
PM at Gono Bhaban, which went
for about two hours from
7:30pm.

He went to Gono Bhaban
from an iftar programme of the
party's publicity cell at Dhaka A e - < e ua:w#*-::* P~
Officers Club after Hasina called — N - = y. e S5 | ¥ 2
him, sources confirmed. " SR . e YL v A

He did not attend the swear-
ing-in ceremony of new minis-
ters at Bangabhaban.

On Sunday also, Hasina had
requested Ashraf, in another
one-to-one meeting, not to leave
the country but he declined to
comply, sources said.

Yesterday, several other party y
leaders also met Ashraf at his A
official residence, while Finance
Minister AMA Mubhit too had a
one-to-one meeting with him.
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With three or four days remaining before Eid-ul-Fitr, the roadside clothing shops finally started seeing crowds
of buyers, mostly low income people, in the capital yesterday. The photo was taken at Gulistan.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Fid travellers to pay: 15 note forging gangs

extra this season

e in capital ahead of Eid

Welfare Association
Passengers have to pay Tk 11,000 crore as additional fare to ATMS also dispeﬂsi”g fake ]rn[}ﬂey! Sa’ys DMP

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
travel in different modes of transport during the Eid-ul-Fitr -
rush, FIE:I[']‘IEd a report of Bangladesh Passengers' Welfare . ¢r\ oo cORRESPONDENT
Association yesterday. :

Of the additional fare, Tk 6,225 crore will be charged in - About 15 gangs of fake currency
road transport, Tk 4,000 crore in water transport and Tk 775

; ! : * makers and their distributors are on
crore in railway sector during the rush from July 13 to 28. | e prowl in the capital taking

The report was unveiled at the capital's Jatiya Press Club - advantage of the increased sale at
yesterday, said a press release.

The report was prepared on the basis of media reports | shnpp}ng malls ahead of Eid, said
detectives yesterday.

and information collected by the association's 11 teams that *

visited different spots across the country, said the associa- . 1€ gangs now even have connec-

tion secretary general, Mozammel Haque Chowdhury. - tions with teams who provide money
About the procedure of preparing the report, he said they - to ATM booths, so the public must

took a bus as a sample and collected data on how much each

currency distributors”, Alauddin,
Younus Miah, Altaf Hossain, Ronju,
Badal Hossain, Milton Sheikh and
Yousuf Ali Hawladar, made in Gulshan
on Monday.

Detectives also recovered fake notes
worth Tk 2.78 lakh from the gang.

Last week, Rapid Action Battalion
arrested two persons at Adabar with
fake notes worth Tk 25 lakh.

SEE PAGE 5 COL 1

remain alert while withdrawing
money from such booths.

These gangs also buy re-saleable
goods like electronic gadgets amidst
the brisk sale ahead of Eid and later sell
those to others, said Mahbub Alam,
deputy commissioner (east) of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police at a press confer-
ence in the capital.

The press conference was organised
to announce the arrest of seven “fake

Light to moderate rain is likely to occur at many places over all the divisions with moderately
heavy to heavy falls at places over the country till 6:00pm today, said Met Office. The sun sets
inthe capital today at 6:49pm and rises tomorrow at 5:20am.

PROPOSED PUBLIC SERVICE ACT
Special privilege for
govt staff in graft
related arrest goes

against constitution
Says TIB; fears it will widen
scope of corruption

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The provision in the draft Public Service Act 2015, which
requires law enforcers to seek the government's permission
for arresting a public servant before acceptance of charges,
goes against the constitution, said Transparency
International Bangladesh (TIB).

Such a provision would make room for more corruption
and abuse of power in public sector, the anti-corruption
watchdogsaid in a press statement yesterday, demanding its
removal from the draft.

"The constitution has no provision to apply any special
measures for any special group for the same crime. The
proposed provision goes against the constitutional promise
of equal rights for all citizens," said Executive Director of
TIB Iftekharuzzaman.

The "discriminatory” provision violates Article 27 of
the constitution, which stipulates "All citizens are equal
before law and are entitled to equal protection of law", he
said in the release.

[ftekharuzzaman also urged cancellation of Rule 197 of
the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPc) and Bangladesh
Penal Code, which were used to explain the provision giving

SEE PAGE 5 COL 5

Don't allow overloaded

vehicles on roads

PM tells authorities while opening 4
newly developed road transportation

components, commissioning 3 vessels
LINB, Dhaka

Stressing the importance of properly maintaining the country’s
roads and highways, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday
asked the authorities concerned to strictly monitor so that
overloaded trucks and other vehicles cannot ply the roads.

She gave the directive while inaugurating some develop-
ment projects through a videoconferencing from her
official residence Gono Bhaban in the capital.

The projects are a 16km four-lane highway in Rangpur
city, 10.50km Birulia-Ashulia highway and Birulia Bridge in
Dhaka and Thanchi-Alikadam road in Bandarban district.

The prime minister said steps have been taken to upgrade
other highways, including Dhaka-Mymensingh highway,

SEE PAGE 5 COL 2

passenger had to pay additionally and how many passen-
gers could travel in that bus.

"Finally, we worked out the amount after calculating how
many buses ply this route. We applied the same rule in
waterway sector,” he informed.
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Bangladesh clinch first-ever T20 win
against Pakistan
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