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557 turtles seized at Dhaka airport

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Customs ofhcials yesterday seized 557 turtles kept in
five luggage at Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport
in the capital.

The people carrying the luggage fled the scene, SM
Sohel Rahman, joint commissioner of customs at the

airport, told The Daily Star.

Those were handed over to the forest department
which said the turtles were being smuggled to Vietnam
from India.

Forest officials say that wildlife traffickers have been
using Dhaka as a transit point.

Mob beats three for impersonating
DB police in capital

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A mob beat three criminals who allegedly
extorted money from traders posing as DB police
personnel at Hatirpool kitchen market in the
capital yesterday.

Police said the criminals numbering eight demanded
money from the traders and threatened them with forced
disappearance if they did not comply with their demand.

On suspicion, the traders caught three of them and
handed them over to police after a beating.

HC tells cops not to arrest Rana till
today in Faruk murder case

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday directed law enforcers not to
harass or arrest Amanur Rahman Khan Rana, Awami
League lawmaker of Tangail-3, and his brother till
today in the Faruk Ahmed murder case following their
petition seeking anticipatory bail.

The court also fixed today for passing order on the
petition filed by Amanur and his brother Shahidur
Rahman Khan Mukti, also mayor of Tangail Pourasava,
fearing arrest or harassment.

The bullet-hit body of freedom fighter Faruk, also
a district AL leader, was found on January 18, 2013.
Police have found evidence of the involvement of
Amanur and his three brothers in the murder, accord-
ing to a report of Prothom Alo on last September.

Five high-yielding rice varieties
released

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

National Seed Board yesterday released five new high-
yielding rice varieties in the country.

The varieties are BRRI Dhan-70, BRRI Dhan-71, BRRI
Dhan-72, and BRRI Dhan-73, all developed by Bangladesh
Rice Research Institute (BRRI), and Bina Dhan-17, devel-
oped by Bangladesh Institute of Nuclear Agriculture (Bina).

Meeting sources said some of these new rice variet-
ies are able to withstand drought and salinity while
others have better aroma traits.
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The 1.91 acre Hajar Dighi of Chittagong city has a spectacular view and historic importance for being more than a century years
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old but owners shrunk it by filling it with
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earth. They did so defying law, which prohibits filling of any water body exceeding 0.5 acres, and an order of the Department of Environment. All of the rectangular pond was

filled with water only four months back before earth was being dumped into it as seen on the water's edges. The photo was taken last week.
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Century-old Hajar Dighi of
port city in peril

Owners themselves destroying it, law states of punishment, 'not of compensation'

MINHA] UDDIN, Cre

Owners of Hajar Dighi, a century-old pond
in Chittagong city, have filled nearly half of
itwith earth, defying law and an order by the
Department of Environment (DoE).

The High Court also ordered on June 7 a
stop to filling the family-owned pond,
following a writ petition of Bangladesh
Environmental Lawyers Association (BELA).

The court issued a rule upon DoE's direc-
tor general, secretary of the Ministry of
Environment and Forests, and owners of the
pond to explain why the original shape of
the water body at Halishahar Middle
Rampur should not be restored, said
Anwarul Islam, coordinator of BELA,

Chittagong.

According to a case filed by the DoE on
April 21, Abu Taher Mia, Abu Taleb Mia,
Shamim Mia, Selim Mia, Asif Mia, and Abu
Sufian have filled their portions.

However, Taher and Taleb died years ago,
while two other owners -- Igbal Shofi and
Anwarul Beg Babul -- whose names were not
included in the complaint also filled their
portions.

Asked about it, DoE Assistant Director
Khandokar Mohammad Tahajut Ali, also
investigation officer of the case, said, "Some
may be acquitted of charges and some may
be included in the charge sheet later.”

A 15-room tin-roof house has already
been built by Taher's sons Ershad, Osman

and Murshed on the western side of the
pond and rented out.

The 1.91 acre pond is an ancestral prop-
erty of the owners who started the earth
filling in March, locals said.

A DoE team visited the spot on April 2
and issued written orders on the owners
individually not to fill the water body which
they defied prompting it to file the case.

Even after being sued, the owners contin-
ued dumping earth at night, said locals.

“We do not get water from Wasa regu-
larly and have to depend on the pond for
cooking and household chores. If it is
destroyed, we will have to buy water,” said
Rabeya Begum, a resident of the area facing
a severe water crisis.

Mohammed Mohiuddin said, “We don't
know whether we can bathe in the pond
anymore,”

Mamunul Islam, who used to frequent
the pond to enjoy cool breezes on its banks,
said, “It's no longer as attractive as before.”

According to the Bangladesh Environment
Preservation Act 1995 (Amended in 2010),
the accused can be jailed for two years or
fined Tk 2 lakh or both if they change the
natural shape of any water body as men-
tioned in the government documents.

They will be sentenced to two to 10 years'
imprisonment or fined Tk 2 lakh to Tk 10
lakh or both for recurrence of the offence
each time.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4
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