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Leo devasted
by Copa
final defeat

AFP, Buenos Aires

Bangladesh Premier League
Venue: BNS

Lionel Messi has told of the
pain of losing the Copa
America final after the foot-
ball superstar faced criticism
in his native Argentina.

Messi finally posted a
statement on his facebook
account late Monday hav-
ing hidden his devastation
at losing another major
final since the 4-1 penalty
shootout defeat by Chile
on Saturday.

"There's nothing more
painful in football than
losing a final," Messi said.

"But I don't want to
leave it any longer to say
thank you to everyone who
has always supported us
and continued to during
the tough moments.”

Mayweather
stripped of
WBO belt

AFP, Washington

Floyd Mayweather was
Monday stripped by the
World Boxing Organization
of the welterweight world
title he won by beating
Manny Pacquiao two
months ago in what was
dubbed "the fight of the
century”.

Mayweather had failed to
meet the deadline last
Friday for paying the
$200,000 sanctioning fee
required by the WBO after
he took the belt from
Pacquiao on May 2 in Las
Vegas earning a reported
$220 million in the process.

Fahad 9th

SPORTS REPORTER

FM Fahad Rahman finished
9th in the Telegraph School
Chess Championship in
Kolkata, India yesterday.
Fahad lost his ninth round
game against India's
Mitrabha Guha to secure
seven points for a tied sixth
place. His eventual position
was later decided through
tiebreak.

Nushrat Jahan Nafisa
became 198th with 4.5
points while Ashababur
Rahman Taif finished
293rd with 3.5 points.
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World number one Novak Djokovic of Serbia celebrates after defeating South Africa's

Wimbledon Championships
Men's Quarterfinals

Sk Russel v Mohammedan

Kevin Anderson in their men's singles fourth round match in Wimbledon yesterday.

Novak's epic comeback

AFP, London

Defending champion
Novak Djokovic survived a

Kevin Anderson to reach
his seventh successive
Wimbledon quarterfinal

on Tuesday.

The top seed came from behind to win 6-
7 (6/8), 6-7 (6/8), 6-1, 6-4, 7-5 in a last-16
tie suspended due to bad light on Monday at
the end of the fourth set.

The Serb, who has now reached 25 Grand
Slam quarterfinals in a row, goes on to face
Croatia's US Open champion Marin Cilic
fora place in the semifinals.

Cilic, 26, lost to Djokovic in five sets in
the quarterfinals in 2014 despite being two
sets to one ahead.

He then went on to win a maiden Grand
Slam title at the US Open in September.

"I know him very well. We played many,
many matches on different surfaces," said
Djokovic after reaching his seventh successive
Wimbledon quarterfinal and 25th in a row at
the majors with a 6-7 (6/8), 6-7 (6/8), 6-1, 6-
4, 7-5 win over Kevin Anderson of South
Africa.

Djokovic will be the overwhelming

tavourite for that match on Wednesday -- he
leads their head-to-head 12-0.

Anderson, the South African 14th seed,
fired 40 aces and 71 winners but committed
41 unforced errors.

Djokovic crashed 43 winners past his
opponent but hitjust 19 unforced errors.

"1 think Kevin served exceptionally well. I

found it one of the most difficult matches
I've played in my Wimbledon career, At
times I was really helpless with my returns.
He was very aggressive, " said Djokovic.

"I thought it was high-quality tennis in
the fifth set.

"I was two sets down. To come back and
win in five gives me great satisfaction and
confidence for the next challenge."

After their match was suspended due to
fading light on Monday, it was the 29-year-
old Anderson who was the more aggressive
first up Tuesday.

Under damp, overcast skies on Court
One, Djokovic had to save two break points
in the fourth game.

But Anderson eventually paid a heavy
price for his all-or-nothing approach as he
tried to break through into a Grand Slam
quarterfinal for the first time in 26
attempts.

Serena Williams survived a scare to book
a Wimbledon semifinal showdown with
old rival Maria Sharapova as the world num-
ber one battled back to defeat Victoria
Azarenka 3-6, 6-2, 6-3.

Maria Sharapova battled into her first
Wimbledon semifinal since 2011 with a 6-3,
6-7 (3/7), 6-2 victory over unseeded
American Coco Vandeweghe.

Agnieszka Radwanska set up a
Wimbledon semifinal clash with Spain's
Garbine Muguruza after the Polish 13th
seed defeated Madison Keys 7-6 (7/3), 3-6,
6-3.

Muguruza reached her first Wimbledon
semifinal with a 7-5, 6-3 win over Timea
Bacsinszky.
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No naturalisation

BFF backtracks from controversial move

SPORTS REPORTER

The Bangladesh Football
Federation (BFF) vyesterday
backtracked from its decision
to naturalise three African
players in a bid to strengthen-
ing the national team after facing heavy
criticism from different quarters.

The game's governing body was sup-
posed to place the applications of the three
players - Samad Yussif, Nkwocha Kingsley
Chigozie and Ismail Bangoura - to the
home ministry yesterday, but opted out of
the controversial move at the eleventh hour.

“I thought we need to do more research if
we have to avail this opportunity. Besides,
the matter was not even placed before the
BFF executive committee,” said BFF presi-
dent Kazi Salahuddin over phone to con-
firm the decision.

BFF general secretary Abu Nayeem
Shohag said they backtracked from the
decision after analysing the negative senti-
ment against this move.

“There has been a lot of positive and
negative discussion, analysis, review regard-
ing the naturalisation of three players. We

thought that if it is better not to do it, then
we will notdo it,” said Shohag.

The BFF had taken the initiative in recom-
mendation of head coach Lodewijk de Kruif
and without the approval of the executive
committee. The issue was supposed to be
placed before the committee in the next
meeting.

Meanwhile, BFF's decision to backtrack
has been welcomed by many in the
footballing fraternity. Shafiqul Islam
Manik, a former national footballer turned
coach, said that BFF has made the right
choice finally.

“Even though the decision came at the
eleventh hour, 1 the BFF and its president
must be thanked for this move. If this natu-
ralisation process had materialised, I don't
think it would have had much of a positive
impact on results, but it would have defi-
nitely set a wrong precedent, which might
have been followed in other sectors as well.

“What the BFF needs to do now is to start
groom players from the grassroots level. It
may take a few years to see the results, but
over the course of time, we will have enough
quality players in all positions,” opined
Manik.

De Villiers's
tour over

CRICINFO, Dhaka

AB de Villiers will not play
the forthcoming ODI series
against Bangladesh after
South Africa released him
from the squad. Hashim
Amla will lead the team in
his absence.

De Villiers was unavail-
able for the first ODI on July
10 due to a one-match sus-
pension that was handed to
him during the World Cup.

So South Africa's team
management decided to
release him from the
remaining two games as
well to try other batsmen
and allow de Villiers time
with his family.

"AB's presence and con-
tributions will be missed
but we have a hectic playing
schedule this season and we
felt this would be a great
opportunity to develop the
next tier of batters during
this series, like we are doing
with our bowlers," coach
Russell Domingo said.

"We would also like to
give him the peace of mind
of being close to his wife
with the imminent birth of
his tirst-born child."

Abahani fail,

SPORTS REPORTER

Title contenders Abahani
_ received yetanotherjolt when
* they were held to a 1-1 draw
by Chittagong Abahani in
their Manyavar Bangladesh
Premier League encounter at the MA Aziz
Stadium in Chittagong yesterday.

The four-time champions found them-
selves on the backfoot in the 40th minute
when their former midfielder Yoko Samnik
scored against them with a deflected free-
kick. However, Nigerian forward Sunday
Chizoba rescued a point for the Dhaka
outfit from a
spot-kick to level
in the 52nd
minute.

The draw
pushed Abahani
further back in
the title race as
they have now 24 points from 13 games, six
behind leaders Sheikh Jamal DC. Chittagong
Abahani though raised their tally to seven
points to stay just point above of bottom-of-
the-table Farashganj SC, who suffered a 1-3
defeat at the hands of Brothers Union at the
Bangabandhu National Stadium.

Brothers, who moved to 24 points with
the win, came out winners despite playing
with ten men for the last 35 minutes as
Haitian striker Augustine Walson was sent
off following an off-the-ball tussle with an
opposition player.

The lanky Haitian, though, made sure he
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Brothers sail

regained the lead in the goalscorer's chart
with his 14th goal of the league while play-
ing a keyrole in the other two goals.

Smarting from a 1-3 defeat at the hands
of Sheikh Russel KC, Brothers got off to a
brilliant start to take the lead in the seventh
minute when Walson played a neat cut-back
for Adam Jankasa, whose miscued attempt
was nodded in by skipper Kester Akon.

Walson then initiated the move that
resulted in the second goal in the 11th min-
ute, thanks to Farashganj defender
Mustafizur Rahman's miscued clearance.
Farashganj reduced the arrears in the 23rd
minute with Peter
Akinyele convert-
ing from the spot
but Walson
restored Brothers'
two-goal lead
with an angular
shot from inside
the box on the
stroke of half time.

Farashganj dominated the game after the
restart, and especially since Walson's
removal, but failed to beat Brothers goal-
keeper Biplob Bhattacharjee, who made
three excellent saves.

TEAM BJMC STUN MUKTIS

Team BJMC inflicted a 1-0 defeat on
Muktijoddha Sangsad in the second match
in Dhaka to move to 12 points while keep-
ing their opponents to 21 points. Elelta
Kingsley scored the only goal of the game in
the 66th minute.

Younis leads Pak to series win

AFP, Pallekele

in the official rankings behind South

2009, 2012 and 2014,

"This is such a big victory for us,”
said a delighted Misbah as Pakistan
jumped three places to number three

Younis Khan hit a brilliant
unbeaten 171 as Pakistan
defeated Sri Lanka by
seven wickets in the third
Test on Tuesday to win
their first series on the island since 2006.
The tourists achieved the sixth high-
est successful chase in history when
they surpassed the target of 377 runs in
the post-lunch session of the fifth day's
play in Pallekele, finishing on 382-3.
Skipper Misbahul Hag made 59 not
out, smashing the winning six off
Jehan Mubarak to end his nation's
long winless streak in Sri Lanka where
they had lost the last three series in

Africa and Australia.

wanted to bat calmly this time.

three series in Sri Lanka."

Lankan soil.

defended the 377-run target.

when we gave them 377 to win.

“We had lost some Tests in Sri Lanka
earlier because we panicked. We just

"This series win means a lot to me
after we did not fare well in the last

It was the first time a visiting team
had scored more than 300 runs in the
fourth innings to win a Test on Sri

Sri Lankan captain Angelo Mathews
said he expected his team to have

"That was not a small total to get, so
obviously I am very disappointed,” he
said. "I thought we were sitting pretty

"It was a good game of cricket, but
Pakistan played better than us and
deserved to win. There may have been

a bit more turn towards the end, but
there was nothing in the wicket for the
seamers over the last couple of days."

Younis, who made his 100th Test
appearance in the second match,
ended the game just 19 runs away from
surpassing Javed Miandad's tally of
8,832 runs to become Pakistan's lead-
ing scorer in Tests.

SCORES IN BRIEF

SRILANKA: Firstinnings 278
PAKISTAN: Firstinnings 215

SRI LANKA: Second innings 313
PAKISTAN: Second innings 382 for 3
(Masood 125, Younis 171 not out,
Misbah 59 not out; Prasad 1-65,
Lakmal 1-48)

Result: Pakistan won by seven wickets
and clinched the 3-match series 2-1.
Player-of-the-match: Younis Khan.
Player-of-the-series: Yasir Shah.

Bangladesh fast bowler Taskin Ahmed (C) becomes the brand
ambassador of BRAC Bank after a signing ceremony at
the bank's head office on Monday.

.@ Natore thru'
to final
round

SPORTS REPORTER

Natore became the first
team to qualify for the final
round of the Sailor-BFF
National U-15 Football
Championship after emerg-
ing zonal champions at the
Muktijoddha Shaheed
District Football Stadium
in Rajshahi yesterday.

Natore beat Naogaon 6-
5 in tiebreaker after regula-
tion time ended in a
goalless draw.

Dhaka, Gopalganj,
Comilla and Thakurgaon
moved into the zonal finals
after beating their respec-

tive rivals.

PHOTO:
COURTESY

Younis Khan keeps a stump as souvenir after scoring an unbeaten
171 to lead Pakistan to a seven-wicket victory and a 2-1
series win against Sri Lanka in Pallekele yesterday.

First Ashes
Test starts
today

AFP, Cardiff

After what seems an even
longer than usual ‘phoney
war', England and Australia
will get down to the actual
business of contesting the
Ashes when the first Test in
Cardiff starts on Wednesday.

Australia may have won
5-0 on home soil when they
last faced England in a Test
series in 2013/14 butitis 14
years since they last tasted
Ashes glory in Britain.

Much of the build-up has
focused on the vexed issue
of 'sledging’ or verbal abuse
of opponents, which is
something the International
Cricket Council (ICC) are
determined to eradicate
from the sport.

That Ranjan Madugalle,
the ICC's chief match ref-
eree, will be overseeing
proceedings in Cardiff,
suggests no let-up in the
crackdown from the global
governing body in what
remains cricket's showpiece
series.

Hard-hitting Australia
opener David Warner, fined
twice by the ICC in the last
18 months, i1s walking an
especially fine line.

“I'm on my last warning
(before possible suspen-
sion) from the ICC," Warner
said last week. "These rules
are being clamped down on
Nnow.

"If you walk towards a
player, the umpires are
| goingto fineyou.”
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AFP




