ﬁtar DHAKA WEDNESDAY JULY 8, 2015, e-mail: sports@thedailystar.net

SPORT

HP@I.‘I’

|-..|.| WAL PO AR ER
||| u: HiE 1 'll!l ES

\’f 'H!-I-THH

)

/R & |0z

Auais [Gry [MESLY)
. e

South Africa captain Faf du Plessis holds the T20 Cup on his head as his teammates celebrate the 2-0 series
sweep against the Tigers in the shortest version of the game at Mirpur yesterday.
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'Faulty decision making'

NAIMUL KARIM

Bangladesh
skipper Mashrafe
ipiiSeeee= Bin Mortaza
WWAITON .1 oaned his
batsmen’'s decision making follow-
ing his side's 31-run defeat against
South Africa at Mirpuryesterday.

While he appreciated the open-
ing partnership between Tamim
Igbal and Soumya Sarkar, he was
disappointed to see his batsmen not
form partnerships.

"Overall I think that there was a bit
of a doubt in the decision making
and that's pretty much it. I am talking
aboutshotselection,” said Mashrafe.
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"Had we batted for a bit longer
and gone into the last five overs with
a good batting depth then even
scoring 60 runs would have been
possible," said Mashrafe at the post-
match press conference.

For the second consecutive match,
Bangladesh's batsmen fell prey to
South Africa’s spinners. While the
visitors' spinners did bowl well,
Mashrafe reckoned that his batters
could have done a lot better.

"It's difficult to explain," said
Mashrafe, when asked about the
reason behind his batsmen's fall
against the spinners,

"Maybe there was a bit of a turn
or maybe they lost their confidence.
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They probably got under pressure
after a wicket had fallen. But on the
whole I think we need to be a bit
more cool on the ground.

"They will obviously come hard
at us. I still don't think we have gone
too far behind. We have a chance to
prove ourselves in the coming
matches. If we can play as a unit and
maintain our confidence levels we
can comeback, " hoped the skipper.

The series defeat, according to the
captain, is a sign that they have a lot
of work to do ahead of the World
Cupin India next year.

“We are very disappointed. I think
this is a good lesson for us with the
World Cup coming ahead. We have

Faf calls it 'exceptional’

SPORTS REPORTER

put an end to that confidence and we

diditasateam," he added.

the team's good performance.

Du Plessis also credited the IPL for

to work on our skills in T20s after the
Australia series. We will need to
practise ahead of the World Cup. We
need to work on some areas
seriously," said Mashrafe.

"T20 is such a game that you can
only improve by practising. A player
like Mushfiqur [Rahim] for example
played around 40 matches, but if
you ask him he will tell you that he
sees every game as a new match
because we don't get to play too
many T20s.

"But then again that's not an
excuse. As professionals, when we
get to the field we have to adjust to
any format,” added the disap-
pointed captain.
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South Africa captain The ke he series vi d-
y to the series victory, accor
Ergmﬁ?mlinl Fafdu Plessis lauded  jng 4o the skipper, was adjusting to the
smesazns his players following  glow and low conditions.
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the 2-0 series win
over Bangladesh. Describing the victory
as 'exceptional’ the captain believed that
the victory was a good omen for the ICC
World Twenty 20, which is due to take
placein India next year.

"I think we played exceptionally
well once again. On a tough wicket we
got 170, which was probably around
15 runs over par score. Bangladesh
played better... but we had all the
answers from a bowling point of view,

"They had batted incredibly against
Pakistan and India so their confidence

would have been sky-high. It was
important for us as a team to try and

"You need different skills at differ-
enttimes and I think that was probably
the difference between the two teams.
QOur skills were on display when it
came to not hitting boundaries, hitting
it in the gap, rotating the strike, taking
twos and threes; 1 thought we did
better than them.

"Whereas they obviously tried to hit
boundaries and in these conditions,
it's not always as easy. You have to graft
a little bit; put the bowlers under
pressure and then hit a boundary. You
need to earn the right to get to that
stage where you can get the power
hitters in," explained du Plessis.

"IPL is probably the biggest reason
for South Africans to play so well in
subcontinent conditions. South
African cricketers are generally consis-
tent in the IPL so we take a lot of
confidence when we play at
Bangladesh, India, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka," said du Plessis.

South Africa debutant Eddie Leie
was adjudged player-of-the-match
yesterday for his three-wicket haul. The
jubilant leg-spinner was happy with
his 'exciting' start to international
cricket.

"I tried to keep it simple; just bowl
wicket to wicket. Bangladesh had
started well so I had to keep them from
taking runs. The turn obviously
encouraged me as well,"” he added.

Proteas tame
lax Tigers

BISHWAJIT ROY

The intertwined roads
E“Em@ml;! of T20 cricket remained
IiESvammE 3 mystery for the Tigers,
WWAITON ¢ (Jinical South Africa
faced little resistance from the Mashrafe
Bin Mortaza-led side on their way to
sweeping the two-match series yesterday.

Bangladesh's bowlers bounced back
strongly after the South African opening
pair's onslaught, as an elegant Soumya
Sarkar enthralled the crowd with his 37-
run knock. However it was not enough, as
the Tigers succumbed to a 31-run defeat in
the second match at Mirpur.

The pitch was better than the first game
but the home side's batting still lacked fire
and the ability to make proper decisions in
chase of a 170-run target.
One cannot blame the
Tigers too much for their
lack of craftiness in the
shortest version of the
game -- though they came
to the series with a win
against Pakistan in the
previous T201 match -- as
they do not get the
chance to play many T20
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pulled the batsman out of his crease with a
flighted delivery which went past
Soumya's outside edge and wicketkeeper
Quinton de Kock made no mistake in
finishing the job.

Left-arm spinner Aaron Phangiso then
brought big smiles for the visitors, sending
Shakib Al Hasan to the dressing room for
eight runs, before Leie dismissed
Mushfiqur Rahim and Sabbir Rahman to
finish with figures of three for 16, which
saw him claim the player-of-the-match's
award,

South Africa once again displayed their
strength in handling spin, while also
showcasing their spin bowling. Phangiso
added the wickets of Nasir Hossain and
Litton Das to finish with figures of 3-30.

While Bangladesh strengthened their
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games, either domesti-
cally orinternationally.

After the first game, Mashrafe said he
wanted his batters to apply themselves
better in the middle. And while
Bangladesh improved to score 138 runs, it
did not ultimately do the job. Rather his
team's sloppy fielding added salt to the
wound, ahead of the three-match ODI
series against South Africa.

On the slow pitch the target was a tough
ask for the Tigers, but left-handed Soumya
started like a dream as he threatened the
visitors and outshone his more illustrious
opening partner, Tamim Igbal, during
their 46-run partnership in 5.5 overs. The
team required a long innings from the
stylish left-hander but debuting leg-
spinner Eddie Leie -- who trusted in
flighting the ball and used his googlies --

batting line-up by drafting in Rony
Talukdar in place of off-spinner Shohag
Gazi, it was proven once again that a
batsman-crowded line-up is not the
solution to big scores.

Earlier, AB de Villiers (40) and de Kock
(44) added 95 runs in 10.3 overs to kick
things off, after Fat du Plessis won the
important toss for the second successive
time. Bangladesh's spinners pulled things
back just enough as Nasir picked up two
wickets in an over while Shakib tossed the
ball up to restrain du Plessis. Shakib
however felt the heat in the 19th over
giving away 19 runs thanks to Rilee
Rossouw's 6-ball 19,

The focus now shifts to the ODI series,
which begins here on Friday.
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Opener Soumya Sarkar gave the
Tigers some hope with a fluent 37.
The batting collapsed on all fours
after his dismissal in the second and
final T20I against the Proteas, who
won the game by 31 runs.
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SUPER PERFORMER OF THE DAY
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EDDIE LEIE

i » After the start of the
exchange, Soumya Sarkar
was doing well. He was
smacking the boundaries at
will and the South Africans,
for a moment, seemed a bit
nervous. That's when cap-
tain Fat du Plessis decided
to bring in the debutant
Eddie Leie and he struck in
his very first over. His first wicket was that of
Soumya, the dangerman. The left-hander was
charging against every other bowler and he
attempted to do the same against the leg-spinner,
however, the debutant smartly slipped in a wider
delivery to get him stumped. He then got hold of
Sabbir Rahman with a beautiful flighted delivery.
Having placed a deep midwicket fielder, he
wanted Sabbir to go for the sweep and that's
exactly what happened. Sabbir got caught despite
finding the middle of the bat. He might have been
a bit luck to get rid of Mushfiqur Rahim -- caught
off a full toss -- but it just ended a brilliant first
day on the field for the 28-year-old.

SA SCOREBO-

SOUTHAFRICA RB 4/6
DeKockcSabbirbSunny — 44/31 42
DeVilliers ¢ Mushfiqur b Nasir 40/34 6/0
Duminy ¢ Shakib b Nasir 64 1/0
D Plessis c Mushfiqur
b Mustafizur

Miller not out

Riyad, Anamul back

"We think Anamul is in form. We need him
for a particular position. We discussed with the
team management before picking him. He will
play in the top order,” said Faruque.

On the other hand, fitness was the issue
for Riyad but Faruque said that they were
assured by the team physio that the all-
rounder was available for selection. Riyad,
who hit back-to-back hundreds in the
World Cup, had fractured his left index
finger in June ahead of the India series and
has been out for more than a month.

Faruque said that Talukdar could count
himself unlucky after
he was picked for the
ODIs against Pakistan
and India but did not
get the opportunity to
make his debut.
Faruque also said that

© although Litton Das

AMRMULHAQUE and Anamul had
similarroles, the former was a better choice,
The former national skipper also said
that while there was a slim chance to play
with three pacers, they preferred to keep leg-
spinner Jubair Hossain, who was brought
mm the mde fm‘ the thu*d and f‘na{ DDI
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16/17 170

Cubs doing what
«»| Tigers couldn't

Extras: (b-4, 1b-1,w-9) 14 SPORTS REPORTER
Total: (Fordwktsin 20overs) 169

Did not bat: Wiese, Parnell, Phangiso,
Abbott, Leje,

Fall of wickets; 1-95,2-102, 3-102, 4-136.
Bowler 0 M R
Sunny 31
Nasir 26

4
4
Mustafizur 4 34
4
3
1

Fit-again all-rounder
"PE"I-T Mahmudullah Riyad
SEomwem® and opener Anamul
WWAITON 11,0ue returned to the
ODI fold as they were included in the 14-
member squad for the first two games of the
three-match series against South Africa
scheduled to begin on Friday at Mirpur.

The axe fell on Mominul Haque and
uncapped Rony Talukdar, while pacer Taskin
Ahmed was yet to recover from his side strain.
Left-handed Mominul
playved his last ODI
match against Sri
Lanka in Melbourne in
the World Cup, but
kept his place in the
side for the last two
home series against
Pakistan and India. MAHMUDULLAH RIYAD

The selectors finally dropped him to
bring in opener Anamul as per the team
management's demand.

Anamul had injured his right shoulder
during the World Cup match against Scotland
on March 5 and the right-handed batsman has
now recovered from a subsequent shoulder
operation and played three first-class matches,
scoring a century and three fifties.

Chief selector Faruque Ahmed informed
that Anamul did have discussions with
captain Mashrafe Bin Mortaza about his
batting position and he would bat in the top
order.

A brilliant all-round performance from
skipper Mehedi Hasan Miraz led
Bangladesh Under-19s to a brilliant 29-
run victory over their South African coun-
terparts in Durban yesterday. The win gave
the hosts a 2-0 lead in the seven match
youth ODI series.

Batting first in a match that was reduced to 30 overs
per side, Bangladesh were in trouble early on as they
crumbled to 49 for 3 in 13.3 overs. It didn't seem likely
that the visitors would be able to post a defendable total
at that pointin time.

However, a 60-run stand between Mehedi and
wicketkeeper-batsman Zakir Hasan led the visitors to 157
at the end of 30 overs. While Mehedi smacked 57 off 50
balls -- an innings which included eight fours -- Zakir hit
33 off 30 balls.

Despite the late comeback, a win for the visitors was still
uncertain as their total was far from imposing.

However, a good start after the exchange from
Bangladesh's bowlers put the hosts under pressure. The
South Africans lost a string of wickets and after 15 overs
found themselves struggling at 59 for 5.

The chief destroyers were spinners Mehedi and
Mosabbek Hossain, who both took three wickets each,
While Mehedi finished with figures of 3 for 33 in six
overs, Mosabbek gave away just 19 runs in his five overs.
Pacer Rifat Pradhan finished with miserly figures of 2 for
13 as the South Africans were restricted to 128 for 9 at
the end of their innings.

W

1

2

1
Shakib 37 0
Mashrafe 25 0
Soumya 11 0
BANGLADESH RB 4/6
Tamim ¢ Wiese b Pamell 1318 1/0
SoumyastDeKockbleie  37/21 6/

Shakib c Rossouw bPhangiso 814  0/0
MushfiqurcRossouwbleie 19/16 111
Sabbirc Miller bLeje 13 0/0
NasircRossouwb Phangiso 072 0/0

Ronyb Abbott 2122 0N
LittoncWiesebPhangiso  10/7 110
Mashrafe b Abbott 17/8 02
Sunny notout 55 0/
Mustafizur b Abbott 0/1  0/0
Extras: (w-6, nb-1) 7
Total: (Mloutin19.2overs) 138
Fall of wickets: 1-46, 2-55, 3-69, 4-82, 5-82,
6-82,7-103, 8-125.9-137.
Bowler 0 M R w
Abbott 3.2 0 20 3
Duminy 4 2% 0
Parnell 3 29 1
Wiese z 17 0
3 3
3
nd

Mashrafe Bin Mortaza (captain), Tamim Igbal, Anamul Lefe 16
Haque, Litton Das, Soumya Sarkar, Shakib Al Hasan (vice- Phangiso 4 | 0 30
captain), Mushfiqur Rahim, Mahmudullah Riyad, Sabbir :;s:lh:d f;g’ Iﬂ;fﬁ:“ﬂ; g}"ﬂ?l Lok
Rahman, Nasir Hossain, Arafat Sunny, Jubair Hossain,

Player-of-the-match: Eddie Leie.
Rubel Hossain and Mustafizur Rahman. Player-of-the-series: Faf du Plessis.




