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SAND LIFTING FROM LOHALIA RIVER GOES ON UNABATED

Patuakhali town protection
dike under threat

Locals submit memo to DC, seeking immediate step

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

Random sand lifting from the Lohalia
River poses risk to Patuakhali town
protection embankment, much to the
worry of locals.

Jewel Mridha of Lohalia village
under Patuakhali district took lease
of sand mohal (quarry) of the river
for the running Bangla year 1422
for Tk 3.10 lakh, Patuakhali deputy
commissioner's (DC) office sources
said.

As per the lease condition, the leaser
could not do any work that would be
harmful to the Patuakhali town protec-
tion embankment or other structures
of the town but they are lifting sand
from the area adjacent to the embank-
ment, locals alleged.

Demanding immediate step to stop

the harmful act, Nuru Dhali and 13
other people on behalf of the residents
of College Road area submitted a
memorandum to the DC on Sunday.

"Our houses and others structures
are under risk due to sand lifting from
the river," said Samsuddin, a local.

Around 50,000 cubic feet of sand is
being lifted daily from the river adja-
cent to Patuakhali town protection
embankment, sources said.

Visiting the area around 9:00am on
Sunday, this correspondent found at
least four dredgers lifting sand from
the river while cargos were receiving it
to carry to business sites,

After receiving the memorandum
Md Delwar Hossain Matubbar, addi-
tional deputy commissioner (Reve-
nue), said, "We leased the sand mohal
for this year as the river is getting filled

up with sand, hampering plying of
boats and launches. The lease will be
cancelled if the lessee violates the
conditions.”

Contacted, lessee Jewel Mridha said
he took lease from the DC office and
he will lift sand according to the
instruction from the authorities.

Probir Kumar Goswami, executive
engineer of Water Development Board
(WDB), said they will visit the spotand
send recommendation to the DC for
cancellation of the lease if the sand
lifting is found to be risky for the town
protection embankment.

WDB built Patuakhali town protec-
tion embankment at a cost of Tk 24.52
crore in 2011-12 fiscal year to save the
town from tidal surges of two rivers --
the Lohalia in the east and the
Lawkathi in the north.

PHOTO: STAR

Mindless sand lifting by dredgers from the Lohalia River just beside Patuakhali town protection embankment poses
threat to it, eventually putting important structures at the district headquarters under risk of erosion.

Kid abducted from Cox's Bazar
rescued in Bandarban, 6 held

house in Zianagar area on Thursday.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cox's Bazar

Later, the kidnappers phoned Kamal and

COUNTRY

@he Baily Star | 13

Acid attack
On woman

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Gazipur

A woman sustained burn
injuries in an acid attack in
Boktarpur area under
Kaliganj upazila of the
district early yesterday:.

The victim is Sumoti Rani
Das, 35, wife of Kamol
Chandro Das.

Police quoted family
members as saying that
unidentified criminals
threw acid on Sumoti
through the window while
she was asleep in her room.

Hearing screams, family
members rushed to her
room and took her to
Kaliganj Upazila Health
Complex.

The doctors of the hospi-
tal said Sumoti suffered
burns to her face and abdo-
men. “We have referred her
to Dhaka Medical College
Hospital for better treat-
ment," they added.

Ansar man
confesses
to killing
colleague

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Khagrachhari

Ansar member Rafiqul
Islam, who was arrested on
Saturday on charge of killing
his colleague, gave confes-
sional statement before a
Khagrachhari court the
following day:.

Rafiqul, son of Mongal
Mia of Logang Bazar area in
Panchhari upazila of the
district, was sent to jail after
he gave confessional state-
ment before Judicial
Magistrate Abu Sufian
Mohammad Noman under
Section 164, said Fazlul
Alam, investigation officer
(10) of the case.

On July 3, Rafiqul shot
dead his colleague Nayek
Amir Hossain at Chowdhury
Tila Ansar camp following an
altercation.

Rafiqul went into hiding
with a rifle and bullets soon
after the incident.

SNIPPETS

Vegetable trader found dead

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Natore

A seven-year-old boy, abducted from
Zianagar area in Cox's Bazar town on
Thursday, was rescued from Lama upazila of
Bandarban yesterday.

The law enforcers also arrested six abductors,
Abul Kashem Babul, Ehsan, Putia, Sajeda
Begum, Hossain Majhi, and Rehana Begum.

Major Ahmed Hossain Mohiuddin,
camp in-charge of Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab) in Cox's Bazar, said Babul, Ehsan and
Putia picked up Md Rakib, son of Md Kamal
Majhi, while he was playing in front of his

demanded Tk 2 lakh as ransom for his son'’s
release.

Kamal informed the matter to Rab, who
arrested Kamal's brother Hassan Majhi, Sajeda
Begum and Rehana.

Later, according to their confession,
members of the elite force raided Paglirga
area in Lama and rescued Rakib from there.

Rab also detained Babul, Putia, and
Hossain's son Ehsan, who allegedly kid-
napped the boy centring a family feud over
sharing of their ancestral properties.

PHOTCO: STAR

Betel farmers gather in front of the deputy commissioner's office in Jhalakathi fown
yesterday protesting the government's recent decision to import betel from India. The
move will badly affect betel cultivation in the country, the protesters said.

AN AT @FA o9 qieEeat Ffce

POWER GRID COMPANY OF BANGLADESH LTD.

(An Enterprise of Bangladesh Power Development Board)

Institution of Engineers Bangladesh (IEB) Bhaban (New), 3rd & 4th Floor, Ramna, Dhaka-1000

No. 01/PGCB/Sec(TLD&QC)/2015/4899

Web : www.pgcb.org.bd
Date : July 02, 2015

NOTICE OF TIME EXTENSION OF

Procurement of Plant Design Supply and Installation of Package 6 :
Hathazari-Sikalbaha 230kV Transmission Line and
Hathazari-Rampur 230kV Transmission Line on Turnkey Basis under
National Power Transmission Network Development Project.
(Bid Identification No. PGCB/JICA/BD-P70/P6)

Ref.: (i) 01/PGCB/Sec(TLD&QC)/2015/1211 dated March 02, 2015.
(i) 01/PGCB/Sec(TLD&QC)/2015/2340 dated April 16, 2015.
(iii) 01/PGCB/Sec(TLD&QC)/2015/2757 dated May 06, 2015.
(iv) 01/PGCB/Sec(TLD&QC)/2015/4073 dated May 24, 2015.
(v) 01/PGCB/Sec(TLD&QC)/2015/4358 dated June 07, 2015.

The closing date for submission of bids for the above works has been extended from July 09,
2015 at 11:00 am Bangladesh Standard Time (BST) to July 23, 2015 at 11:00 am BST.

All other terms and conditions for the above Bidding Document shall remain unaltered.

(Md. Ashraf Hossain)
Company Secretary

Police recovered the body of a vegetable trader from
Dighapatia area in Sadar upazila of the district yesterday.
The deceased is Bashir Uddin, 42, son of Atik Rahman of
Dighapatia village. Mizanur Rahman, officer-in-charge
of Sadar Police Station, said locals found the body
floating in a pond in the area and informed the police
around 9:00am. The body was sent to Natore Sadar
Hospital morgue for autopsy. His rivals might have killed
Bashir over previous enmity, said the OC.

Drug addict son kills mother

LINB, Bagerhat

A woman was hacked to death allegedly by her drug
addict son at Kartikdia village in Sadar upazila of the
district on Sunday. The deceased was identified as Hasina
Begum, wife of Moksed Miah of the village. Police and
family sources said Hasina's stepson Faruk Sheikh, 35,
used to torture her for money to buy drugs. In the
evening, Faruk demanded money from Hasina. As
Hasina refused to give the money, he attacked her with a
sharp weapon, leaving her critically injured. She was
rushed to Bagerhat Sadar Hospital where the on-duty
doctors declared her dead.

Arms peddler arrested

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Chapainawabgan;

Members of Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) arrested an
alleged arms peddler with two foreign made pistols,
seven bullets and four magazines at a mango orchard in
Nalduburi area under Shibganj upazila of the district on
Sunday evening. The arrestee is Mohammad Sanaullah,
40, son of Afsar Ali of Bagi Chakpara village. On secret
information, a team of Rab-5 raided the area and arrested
Sanaullah with the arms and bullets. He was later handed
over to Shibganj Police Station, said a Rab official.

Man sued for killing wife
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rangpur

A man has been sued on charge of killing his wife in
Pirganj upazila of the district. The victim is Mallika
Begum, 40, daughter of Afsar Ali of Padmahar village.
Afsar Ali filed the case with Pirganj Police Station on
Sunday. According to the case statement, Moksed Ali, 60,
strangled Mallika following an altercation over a trivial
matter on June 26. Moksed went into hiding soon after
the incident.

Lightning kills one

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Chapainawabganj

A farmer was killed by lightning at Chak Shimla village in
Atrai upazila of Naogaon district yesterday. The deceased
is Anwar Hossain, 40, son of Gul Mohammad of the
village. Police and family sources said a thunderbolt
struck Anwar when he was working at his farmland
during a heavy rain. He died on the spot.
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Substandard vermicelli, seized by a mobile court from a factory at Phultala commercial
area in Dinajpur town, is being dumped into a canal on Sunday. The court led by
Executive Magistrate Mashfagur Rahman seized 60 maunds of vermicelli from the
unlicensed factory and realised a fine of Tk 60 thousand from there.

Two youths

killed in

mob beating
60 people sued in Faridpur

A CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

Local people beat two young men dead,
suspecting them as robbers in
Hatkholarchar area under Boalmari upazila
of the district on Sunday night.

The deceased are Rakibul Islam Miron,
28, son of Shahidul Islam of Gazarkandi
village, and Farhad Molla, 40, son of Sirman
Molla of Chatar village in the upazila.

Quoting witnesses, police said people of
Hatkholarchar, who were guarding the area
following frequent incidents of robbery,
tried to intercept three youths while they
were passing through the area riding a
motorbike around 10:30pm.

As the biker lost his control over the
vehicle and fell into a roadside ditch, locals
caught two of them and beat them merci-
lessly, leaving the two dead on the spot.

Another youth named Murad Hossain,

38, managed to flee the spot with injuries.
He is now undergoing treatment at Faridpur
Medical College Hospital.

Mashiul Azam, chairman of Maina
Union Parishad, said locals were guarding
the area following frequent incidents of
robbery in the last few days.

The two were beaten dead while they
were returning to their village, carrying two
billhooks purchased from a local market to
resist robbers at their own village, he added.

Golam Nabi, inspector (investigation) of
Boalmari Police Station, said police went to
the spot, recovered the bodies and sent
them to Faridpur Medical College Hospital
for autopsy.

Deceased Farhad's vounger brother
Mostafa Molla filed a case with Boalmari
Police Station accusing 50/60 people in this
connection yesterday:.

Cattle trader found dead
near Satkhira border

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

A cattle trader was found dead near the
border in Debahata upazila of the district
on Sunday evening

The deceased was identified as Rubel
Hossain, 22, son of Moslem Sarder of
Harotha village in the upazila.

Locals of Komorpur area found the body
floatingon the Ichhamoti River ataround 6:30pm
and informed the BGBmen ofalocal camp.

Being informed by BGB, police recovered
the body and sent it to Satkhira Sadar
Hospital for autopsy.

Azizur Haque, officer-in-charge of
Debahata Police Station, said the body bore
injury marks,

Moslem Sardar, father of the deceased,
said Rubel went to India on Friday to bring
cattle and did not return home since then.

Lt Col Khalid Bin Yusuf, commanding
officer of Nildumur unit of Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB), said investigation is
going on to unearth clue to the death.

Away in Jhalakathi, the body of a man
was found at a fish enclosure (Gher) at
Bikpasha village under Nalcity yesterday
Morning, reports our correspondent.
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