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Boko Haram
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Malari village, more than 150 kilo-
metres away from Wednesday's
attacks.

"The bomber was a girl aged
around 15 who was seen around the
mosque when worshippers were
preparing for the afternoon prayers,”
Danlami Ajaokuta, a vigilante assist-
ing the military against Boko Haram,
told AFP.

"People asked her to leave
because she had no business there
and they were not comfortable with
her in view of the spate of suicide
attacks by female Boko Haram mem-
bers.

"She made to leave but while
the people were inside the mosque
for the prayers she ran from a
distance into the mosque and
blew herself up,” he added -- an
account corroborated by resident
Gajimi Mala.

And early Friday morning, as
people were sleeping, Boko Haram
militants dragged men out of houses
in Miringa village and shot them for
escaping forced conscription.

They "picked 13 men from
selected homes and took them to the
Eid prayer ground outside the village
where they opened fire on them,"
resident Baballe Mohammed said,
adding 11 died and two managed to
escape.

He and another resident said the
victims had been targeted because
they had fled their home village after
Boko Haram tried to force them to
join their ranks.

The armed group has intensified
its campaign of violence since Buhari
came to power on May 29, launching
raids, explosions and suicide attacks
that have claimed more than 420
lives.

The spike in violence has sparked
concern that earlier victories claimed
by the armies of Nigeria, Niger, Chad
and Cameroon in the region are
being eroded.

The four countries -- all of which
border Lake Chad, a focal point of
Boko Haram unrest -- launched
offensives against the militants early
this year as it became apparent that
the armed group was gaining too
much ground in Nigeria.

They managed to push the mili-
tants out of captured towns and
villages, but the recent attacks high-

light that Boko Haram is not
defeated.

L.ocal shoemakers
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footwear, Bay Emporium caters
mainly to middle-income groups. It
has plans to raise the number of
outlets to a hundred by 2017 to meet
the growing demand.

“After readymade garment, foot-
wear is the country's most potential
sector,” sald Quader.

Cheap labour here could attract
foreign investment. Political stability,
business-friendly environment and
low bank interest rates are essential
for both local and foreign investment
in this sector, he added.

According to data of the Export
Promotion Bureau, Bangladesh
exported leather, footwear and
leather products worth $204.44 mil-
lion from July to May in fiscal 2014-
15. The amount was $205.03 million
during the same period in the previ-
Ous year.

Abu Taher, chairman of Fortuna
Bangladesh, said high bank interest
rates are a barrier to expansion of
footwear business, as entrepreneurs
need credit to expand their networks.

“We have 18 outlets that sell foot-
wear and leather products. We have
plans to expand the network across
the country. But we need credit from
banks,” he said, adding that the bank
interest rate is around 15 percent in
Bangladesh while it is only 3-4 per-
cent in China.

Leatherex Group, which has been
exporting footwear and leather prod-
ucts mainly to Japan since 2000, has
opened five stores in the capital to
provide quality products to local
consumers.

The group didn't have any plan to
launch new outlets ahead of the Eid,
but it would open 10 showrooms by
December this year, said its
Chairman Nazmul Hassan.

Zeil's is another local footwear
brand that has 18 stores in Dhaka,
Chittagong, Tangail, Sylhet, Rajshahi,
Dinajpur and other parts of the coun-
try.

It plans to open another outlet in
Bogra before the Eid, said an official
at the company's Farmgate outlet,

The prices of Zeil's footwear range
between Tk 250 and Tk 3,990, said
the official.

Multinational company Bata,
which started operation in
Bangladesh in 1962, has the largest
footwear retail network here with 270
outlets and over 500 dealers.

Apex Footwear, the second largest
footwear retailer in the country, has
180 outlets and 380 authorised
resellers.

Rajan Pillai, chief operating officer
of Apex, said they launched 10 more
showrooms across the country in the
last two months. “We also plan to
open three more outlets before the
Eid.”

India's push to save

its cows starves
Bangladesh of beef

REUTERS, Ghojadanga

Some 30,000 Indian soldiers guarding
the border with Bangladesh have a new
mandate under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's government this year
- stop cattle from crossing illegally into
the Muslim-majority neighbour.

Roughly every other night, troops
armed with bamboo sticks and ropes
wade through jute and paddy fields
and swim across ponds to chase ageing
bovines, and smugglers, headed for
markets in Bangladesh.

The crackdown is one of the clearest
signs yet of how Indian policies,
increasingly influenced by Hindu
nationalist ideology, are having an
economic impact on neighbouring
countries as well as the sizeable
Muslim minority athome,

About 2 million head of cattle are
smuggled into Bangladesh annually
from India. The $600 million-a-year
trade has flourished over the past four
decades and is considered legal by
Dhaka.

Modi's government, which came to
power with the help of the Hindu
nationalist Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS), wants to putanend toit.

Union Home Minister Rajnath
Singh travelled this spring to the fron-
tier with Bangladesh, calling on the
Border Security Force (BSF) to halt
cattle smuggling completely so that
the "people of Bangladesh give up
eating beef", media reported at the
time.

"Killing or smuggling a cow is
equivalent to raping a Hindu girl or
destroying a Hindu temple," said
Jishnu Basu, an RSS spokesman in
West Bengal, which shares a 2,216 km
border with Bangladesh.

BEEF PRICES UP, EXPORTS DOWN
So far this year, BSF soldiers have
seized 90,000 cattle and caught 400
Indian and Bangladeshi smugglers.

Bangladeshi traders who operate
auctions to facilitate the sale of cattle
to slaughter houses, beef processing
units, tanneries and bone crushing
factories estimate the industry contrib-
uted 3 percent to the country's $190

billion economy.

The hitto GDP from India's policies is
not yvet known. But H T Imam, a political
adviser to Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, said there was "abso-
lutely no doubt" that the beef trade and
leather industry were suffering.

Syed Hasan Habib of Bengal Meat,
Bangladesh's top beef exporter, said it
had to cut international orders by 75
percent. The company exports 125
tonnes of beef a year to Gulf countries.

He said the price of cows had gone
up by 40 percent over the past six
months because of India's move, and
they had been forced to close two
processing units,

Habib plans to import cows from
Nepal, Bhutan and Myanmar to meet
domestic demand, but he said Indian
cows had better quality meat and raw
hide.

Bangladesh Tanners Association
president Shaheen Ahmed said 30 of
190 tanneries had suspended work
due to lack of hides, and about 4,000
workers were jobless.

A senior official in India's home
ministry said Bangladesh should find
new sources of beef because India
would stick to its stance.

COW PROTECTION FORCE

India is home to 300 million cattle and
is the world's largest beef exporter and
fifth-biggest consumer.

But since Modi's Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), which is closely linked to
the RSS, came to power last year, the
rhetoric on cow protection and the
beef ban has increased.

Critics say tougher anti-beef laws
discriminate against Muslims,
Christians and lower-caste Hindus
who rely on the cheap meat for pro-
tein. Butchers and cattle traders, many
of them Muslim, say the push threat-
ens thousands of jobs.

The rhetoric has also emboldened
vigilante cow protectors.

"I was chained to a tree and beaten
by members of the cow protection
force. They forced me to recite a Hindu
prayer," said Mohammed Tarafdar,
who was caught smuggling two calves
near the Bangladesh border in April,

Barisal police
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about the matter two months back.

But Shoyeb, also deputy commis-
sioner of Barisal Metropolitan Police
(BMP), did not take any action over the
allegation, the commissioner said.

He also failed to submit the probe
report within the scheduled time,
Shoibal added.

The newly formed five-member
committee will be headed by BMP
deputy commissioner (traffic) Abu
Saleh Md Raihan.

BMP assistant commissioners
Shahnaz Parvin, Runa Laila,
Asaduzzaman and Apu Sarwar are the
other members of the committee that
has been tasked to submit its report
within three working days.

A total of 230 Barisal police mem-
bers contributed between Tk 30,000
and Tk 50,000 each and set up a joint

fund of around Tk 77 lakh.

The money was to be given to “top
officials” to quicken their promotion
that has been due since last October.

Of the money, Tk 17 lakh was
deposited with a joint account of ASI
Anisuzzaman, Nayek Kabir Hossain
and driver Bablu at a Dutch-Bangla
Bank branch in Barisal.

The three are among the suspended
COpS.

BMP Deputy Commissioner Zillur
Rahman, who was also suspended over
his involvement in the creation of the
fund, returned Tk 50 lakh on Thursday.

He submitted two cheques of Tk 25
lakh each to the BMP headquarters, the
BMP commissioner said.

On June 29, 10 lower-ranked Barisal
policemen were suspended over the
allegation.

Back home after 6-month

FROM PAGE 16

Within a few days, around 40 others
from across the country joined them,
On December 15, they were taken to
the Bay of Bengal by a small fishing
boat.

“Our perilous journey by the sea
began. In the first few days, we only got
some rice and green chillies to eat.
Later, we were given some puffed rice.
If anybody wanted something more,
they were beaten up brutally,” added
the victim.

After spending three weeks in the
sea, they were boarded on a big ship on
January 9. Around 200 others were in
the vessel.

The traffickers, mostly from
Bangladesh and Myanmar, forced one
of the fortune seekers to slit open the
abdomen of his own brother who died
on board, said Shohag. “The man had
to do it and throw away the body into
the sea just to save his own life.”

Four women and two men died on
board due to hunger and torture.

By the end of February, the vessel
anchored near an island. The brokers
then divided the victims in several
groups and took them into a jungle.

The two cousins tried to flee from
the jungle, but in vain. They were
caught by guards.

Shohag couldn't contact his family
for around three months. He
requested a trafficker to help him call
his mother. “The traffickers would not
give me the chance. They only allowed
me to talk to Kalam. [ sought his help
to end the captivity.”

On March 5, Kalam arranged his
journey to Malaysia upon assurance
that he would pay the broker the
money.

“Our two families in the mean time

| paid Kalam's wife Tk 2.5 lakh for each

ofusin phases,” said Shohag.

He was quite happy to reach
Malaysia. But soon he observed that he
was in captivity of a new group of
traffickers.

Traffickers started torturing Shohag
for ransom. They had cigarettes
stubbed out on his face and back.

After failing to get the ransom, the
traffickers forced Shohag to work as a
painter. Around two months later, he
met his neighbour Titu Hossain who
has been in Malaysia forlong.

“After hearing about my ordeal, he
arranged my trip to home. I called my
mother and asked her to send money
for buying an air ticket,” Shohag men-
tioned.

On May 27, he went to Jhenidah
Sadar Police Station to file a case
against Kalam. But police asked him to
gotoalocal court.

Jahir Uddin, officer-in-charge (in-
vestigation) at the police station, said
they asked the victim to file the case
with a court to make its investigation
easier.

Shohag on June 9 sued Kalam in a
Jhenidah court for his six-month
ordeal and financial losses. He
claimed that Kalam was in his village.

He demanded that law enforcers
arrest the accused and ensure his exem-
plary punishment.

Despite repeated efforts, this news-
paper could not reach Kalam over the
phone for his comment.

According to the National Security
Intelligence, 40 trafficking victims
from Shailakupa upazila, 35 from
Harinakundu, 15 from Kaliganj, six
from Maheshpur and four from
Courtchandpur upazilas of Jhenidah
have been missing for around seven
months.
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Two journalists
killed in Mexico

AFP, Oaxaca

A journalist was shot dead as he left
his radio station in southern Mexico
on Thursday while a second reporter
was murdered in an eastern state,
officials said.

Filadelfo Sanchez Sarmiento was
heading out following his morning
radio show at the La Favorita 103.3
FM station when two men gunned
him down in Miahuatlan, southern
Oaxaca state, prosecutors said.

Authorities launched an operation
to catch the two suspects.

"Mexican authorities must thor-
oughly investigate this killing and
establish a motive -- including any
possible connection to journalism --
and bring those responsible to jus-
tice," said Carlos Lauria, senior
Americas program director of the
New York-based Committee to
Protect Journalists.

"This crime must not become one
of the dozens of unsolved journalist
murders in Mexico, which has one of
the worst impunity rates in the
world," Lauria said.

He was the third journalist to be
killed in Oaxaca since April.

Separately, a blogger was murdered in
the eastern state of Veracruz, but there
were no details about how he died.

The State Commission for the
Protection and Attention of
Journalists, a government body, said
the death of Juan Mendoza Delgado,
who was found dead on Wednesday,
was declared a "homicide.”

Mendoza Delgado was director of
a website called "Writing the Truth"
and a former crime reporter at a local
newspaper.

China uses
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Seismological Bureau's chief of scien-
tific monitoring,

But the occasional bit of oddness
from one chicken doesn't necessarily
spell trouble, so groups of animals
are being observed, "so that their
behaviour can be cross-checked", he
explains.

A member of statf at Hongshan
Forest Zoo, another monitoring site,
says animals can be just as effective as
specialist technology when trying to
predict a quake.

"Birds can become ‘nervous' - if
their tails are wagging like a dog's,
you should pay attention,” Shen
Zhijun tells the paper.

It has long been thought that
animal behaviour could provide an
early warning of seismic activity.

In 2011, scientists said animals
may be able to detect chemical
changes in groundwater which pre-
cede a quake.

Their study was prompted by a
colony of toads abandoning its pond
in the Italian city of L'Aquila days
before it was devastated by a 6.3
magnitude quake,

Another study observed changes in
wild animal behaviour in the three
weeks before Peru's 7.0 magnitude
earthquake in 2011,

Weavers 1n distress
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experience at the market, locally
known as Taant Kaporer Haat, that sits
twice a week.

Motaleb Hossain weaved 40 saris
but could sell only 10.

"I took loans to keep my 10 looms
in full operation targeting the Eid
season. Now I cannot even recover my
production cost. How will I be able to
repay the loans?” the marginal weaver,
also from Pukurpar, said.

With around five Iakh active weav-
ers, Pabna and Sirajganj districts have
the biggest handloom clothes produc-
ing zone in the country. Retailers,
wholesalers and individual customers
from across the country pour in at the
Shahzadpur haat all around the year,
especially ahead of every Eid.

"On a normal haat day, weavers
here sell clothes worth around Tk
200 core but the sales shot up sig-
nificantly from at least a month
before the Eid," Almas Ansari, pres-
ident of Shahzadpur Handloom
Owners' Association, told The
Daily Star.

"This season, we had set our sales
target to Tk 4,000 crore. However, due
to a poor turnout of customers, our
weavers in the last 10 haat days man-
aged to sell clothes worth Tk 1,800-
2,000 crore, the poorest in the last few
years," he added.

KEY REASONS

Weavers, traders and wholesalers of the
area identify three major reasons
behind the drop in the sales of
handloom clothes.

"First, the economic condition of
the rural people is dire. They could
not profit from Boro rice and wheat
yields. They are finding it difficult to
manage their daily expenses even.
How can they buy clothes?" said
Shahin Alam, a weaver of
Shahzadpur.

Then there's competition from

machine-made clothes which sell
cheaper than the ones weaved in
handlooms, said weaver Nazrul Islam
of Pabna's Jalalpur.

"Despite these, the situation could
be much better than it is now if we,
instead of relying on local buyers only,
could export the handloom clothes,”
Almas Ansari told The Daily Star.
HOPES STILL ON
Despite a dismal sales trend, the weav-
ers in Pabna and Sirajganj are passing a
busy time at their looms.

"At least four lakh looms out of five
lakh are in operation at the moment.
Despite disappointing sales, the weav-
ers here hope to see a last minute surge
in business ahead of the Eid," said Md
Badsha, member of Bangladesh
Handloom and Power Loom Owners'
Association.

Md Waliullah, a marginal weaver
with two looms at his house, has bor-
rowed money from other to keep the
production on.

"I cannot afford to hire workers.
So, I along with my family members
am operating the looms, targeting to
produce 20 to 25 saris this month. I
hope I'll be able to sell all of them,"
hesaid.

Ansar man
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leaving Amir dead on the spot, said
Shahadat Hossain Titu, officer-in-
charge of Dighinala Police Station,
quoting witnesses.

On information, police recovered
the body and took it to the police
station. The body would be sent to
Khagrachhari Adhunik Sadar
Hospital morgue for an autopsy
tomorrow (today), the police official
said.

Rafiqul went into hiding with his
arms soon after the incident, the OC
added.

Say no to 'blackmail’
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Athens late yesterday seeking to galva-
nise 'Yes' and 'No' support for the
referendum.

There have also been forceful
exchanges of views across the conti-
nent, with European politicians starkly
denying Greek claims that a "No" vote
will strengthen their hand in the bail-
out negotiations.

"If the Greeks will vote 'No' the
Greek position will be dramatically
weakened," said EU Commission
President Jean-Claude Juncker. "Even
with a 'Yes' vote we'll face difficult
negotiations,” he said.

And Jeroen Dijsselbloem - head of
the Eurogroup of finance ministers -
dismissed as "completely false" a
claim by Greek Finance Minister Yanis
Varoufakis that a deal would be
reached very shortly after the referen-
dum, allowing banks to reopen on
Tuesday:.

Dijsselbloem said Athens had cho-
sen a "very risky" path regardless of the
outcome of the referendum, reports
Reuters news agency.

Several European officials have

complained in strong terms about
Greece's abrupt decision to hold a
referendum on the terms of a bailout
offer that they say is no longer on the
table.

"I urge you to say no to ultimatums,
blackmail and the campaign of fear,”
Tsipras said in his address yesterday:.

"Are we going to say yes or no to the
slow death of society?"

But he insisted the referendum
result would be accepted.

"Whatever we choose...
Monday we are all together."

A poll published in Ethnos newspa-
per yesterday showed the two sides
evenly split, with the "Yes" vote at
44 8% and the "No" vote at 43.4%.

But the same poll showed 74% in
favour of staying in the euro, with just
15% choosing a return to a national
CUrrency.

Despite the campaigning, however,
there is still a chance the referendum
may be suspended.

Greece's top court, the Council of
State, is due to rule on the legality of
Sunday's vote and whether it breaches
the constitution.
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milk vita

Bangladesh Milk Producer's Co-Operative Union Ltd.
Head Office: Dugdha Bhaban
139-140 Tejgaon I/A, Dhaka-1208.

Invitation for Re-Tender.

Procuring Entity Name

Bangladesh Milk Producers' Co-Operative Union Ltd.

Procurement Method O™

Source of Funds

Own Fund

Invitation for Tenders No.

MU/PDPR/CFP(Lab) - 128(5)/2014/783 date: 02.07.2015

Tenders Name & Brief Description

Sl. No. | Tender Package No.

Item Name

Cost of Schedule
(Non refundable)

Tender Security (BDT)

01. | MU/PDPRICFP(Lab) -
128(5)/2014/ 02

Laboratory Equipments for
Cattle Feed Plant

Tk. 1,000.00

Tk 1,25,000.00

Validity of tender offer

90 days from the date of submission of tender

Validity of tender security

118 days from the date of submission of tender

Name & address of the office for
selling the tender documents

(a) Accounts Division, Head Office, 139-140, Tejgaon I/A, Dhaka
(b) Accounts Section, Dhaka Dairy Plant, Mirpur Sec.-7, Dhaka. &
(c) Divisional Commissioner Office, Segunbagicha, Dhaka.

Name & address of the office for
receiving of the tender documents

(a) Planning Division, Head Office, 139-140, Tejgaon /A, Dhaka
(b) Security Section, Dhaka Dairy Plant, Mirpur Sec.-7, Dhaka. &
(c) Divisional Commissioner Office, Segunbagicha, Dhaka.

Starting date for selling tender documents

08.07.2015 during office hour.

Tender last selling date

27.07.2015 during office hour.

Tender closing Place, Date & Time

(a) Planning Division, Head Office
(b) Security Section, Dhaka Dairy Plant
(c) Divisional Commissioner Office

28.07.2015 at 12.30 PM

Tender opening Place, Date and time

Head Office: Conference room
139-140 Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka-1208.

28.07.2015 at 02.30 PM

Other Instruction

All other terms & conditions are mentioned in the tender schedule.

Procuring Entity Details

Name of the Official Inviting Tender

Md. Mustafizur Rahman

Designation of the Official Inviting Tender

Deputy General Manager (Planning, Dev. & PR)

Address of the Official Inviting Tender

Bangladesh Milk Producers' Co-Operative Union Limited, 139-140, Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka-1208.

Contact details of the official inviting tender

Tel : (PABX) 8870444, 8870445, Ext- 116
Fax ;: 880-2-8870433, E-mail: info@milkvita.org

Other Information

Special Instructions

i) In case, the tender cannot be received on the day mentioned for unavoidable reasons,
the same will be received on the next working day at the same time & place.

ii) The authority also reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without
assigning any reason whatsoever.

This tender will be conducted as per Public Procurement Rules-2008 of Bangladesh.

Md. Mustafizur Rahman
DGM (Planning)




