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THE AESTHETE

A Personal View of Professor
Khan Sarwar Murshid

had few clothes, but whenever he went
out, he was impeccably dressed in his
starched white kurta-pajama, or dark
sherwani for formal occasions.

Some have wondered whether
Sarwar’s style and taste derived from his
foreign travels to the UK and the US in
the fifties and sixties; he had studied for
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tured existence is possible. It is thus
that he became an aesthete, through a
meticulous approach to truth and
beauty embodied in the personal,
cultivated self.

While he consciously rejected crude
language and behavior his cultivated
persona evolved over time. Literature

However, the quest for external
perfection came long after his search
for internal perfection began. Sensitive
from childhood, he consciously
rejected the pettiness of provincial
manners - the intrigue, the backbiting,
the intolerance, the inability to concede
beauty in others. As I have written

TAZEEN M. MURSHID misread him totally. For his quest was
always to turn his surroundings into a
better and more beautiful place. What
better way to do this than through
personal example? He was a soft spo-
ken man, spoke deliberately, often with
a wry sense of humour, took great pains
not to make anyone uneasy, which was

have been contemplating about

how my father, Professor Khan

Sarwar Murshid, became an aes-
thete. Over the years he came to
embody a personality that combined

refinement and sensitivity alongside a

Herculean pursuit of knowledge. Often

referred to by former students

as the

best dressed man at Dhaka University,
where he taught several generations of

them, he also was idealised as

national icon, a role model, and 'the
conscience of the nation' as he strug-
gled for a sane society in Bangladesh,
While these aspects of his life have
been discussed, the image of him as an

aesthete is less explored.

I have wondered about what made
my dad special, made him stand out,
be a cut above the rest. How does a shy,
frail home-schooled child become so
eloquent, so erudite, so charming, so
principled, and so upright? How did he
come to be so noted for his use of
language, his oratory in both Bangla
and English, his style of dressing, bear-
ing and manner of speaking - all the

hallmarks of an aesthete?

d

There is no other from his family or

generation that could match him in
this regard. Yet some influences are
traceable. Beauty and looks were house-
hold topics of discussion. His father
and grandfather were tall and hand-
some men. As an MLA in the Bengal
Legislative Assembly, his father Maulvi
Ali Ahmed Khan cut an impressionable
figure as the handsomest and most
presentable, so the saying goes in
Brahmanbaria circles. Ali Ahmed Khan

beauty and perfection.

his PhD in Nottingham and enjoyed a
fellowship at Harvard, subsequently. To

an extent for sure, his taste for sober
suits owes to English influences, while
his interest in colours probably can be
traced to his stint in America where
colourful summer wear for men was
common. But he developed his own
style and colour combinations that
matched his personality, the demands
of the weather alongside his quest for

elsewhere, he rebelled against the use
of coarse language, crude behaviour,

garish colours, the lack of symmetry
wherever he found it, the local idea of
beauty as fair and limited to the face
only, the petty criticism of neighbours
common in provincial towns and vil-
lages. In fact, he decided that the only
way out of such a world was to create
one in your own image of the ideal; in
which, through personal example, you
demonstrate how a refined and cul-

How does a shy, frail home-schooled
child become so eloquent, so eru-
dite, so charming, so principled,
and so upright? How did he come to
be so noted for his use of language,
his oratory in both Bangla and
English, his style of dressing, bear -
ing and manner of speaking - all
the hallmarks of an aesthete?

The sorry state of consumer rights protection in Bangladesh

put him in touch with great minds and
ideas. Bernard Shaw no doubt showed
him the route to the acquiring of gen-

teel language and the pursuit of perfect
speech in English. He learnt the
Queen's English from no other than
Richard Burton, listening to his records,
and repeating the phrases again and
again to achieve the most sophisticated
pronunciation possible. He looked up
the phonetic spelling of words to
ensure that he uttered the right sounds.

A friend arguably commented that
he was perhaps a 'dandy’. This is to

Paying A Hefty Price

a shy youth earlier.

no mean task given his vast knowledge,
erudition and tendency to be a bit
formal at times because of having been

So how did he come to stand out, to

distinguish himself from others in the
manner that he did? 1 think it was the

result of a combination of his keen
capacity to observe, his sensitivity to his
surroundings and a profound desire to

make a difference to his world. While he
has tried to do this in the social and
political landscape as has already been
acknowledged by many, including

myself, he also tried to achieve the same
within his personal landscape with

friends, family, students and those who
came into contact with him, by embody-
ing what he wished to see in others.

As the second year of his passing
draws to a close on 8 December 2014, 1
find myself exploring the legacies left
by our father and teacher and take what

appealing,
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lessons I can from these, not just for
myself but also for all those who owe
to him the values that make our lives a
little bit richer, a little bit more mean-
ingful, a little more aesthetically

The writer is authm‘ nf The Sacred and I_'he
Secular: Bengal Muslim Discourses 1871-1977,
OUP, 1995. She is also a Visiting Scholar at
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extremely poor
and there's no

after year... and more often than not the
“best case scenario” is one where prices
increase at a slower pace.

CRPA has been extremely poor and
there's no serious political commitment
towards the protection of consumer

instance, in Germany, there is no such
law in place but there is a national
policy which means it actually gets
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of the marketplace, especially when it
comes to food adulteration (thanks to
epidemics such as formalin abuse),

Serious pOlln- CU[;;;iﬁﬂg;f;ﬁﬁfﬁii??;ﬁ rights. There is no central regulatory implemented. In contrast, here in o Eﬂ;ﬂ'ﬂ&” A lﬂfg'ffl}” stems from the failure to prop-
. said at a review meeting earlier in June, P0dy fully dedicated towards monitor-  Bangladesh, we have no central effective annﬂlﬂﬂﬁ erly implement the CRPA and protect
cal commit- "No one will be able to create an artifi.  ing market prices. Whenever the institution tasked with the regular moni- our rights aﬁ _Ensumer& GH;E“, th‘;
ment tow ﬂrds cial crisis to make extra profit, as there respcpmlmble parties are‘under the toring of the m.arketplace and no cohe- TR EEEZE 1‘;?1 ‘ge Iiem‘iv;a;; aalfi?:: n,e;:; ?:. f1::n|~1t
. is adequate supply of the essentials.” media's spotlight, bodies such as the sive plan of action. data/asaubreview/van2sli5.pdf Eiehanrirites et Lo desss tiuad ms
the pro {ectiOorn But as expected, prices of essentials such Trading Corporation of Bangladesh The CRPA has its drawbacks, the hive b ;-.;Iz;. e ']t SR R
as onions, brinjal and spices hiked (TCB) are seen to regulate prices when  biggest one being its bureaucratic have to obtain the approval of the : : o
OfCOI’lSumBF S the ch 1 hi Al E o el bl o C : SR in baby food and children dying from
uring the month of Ramadan. The € latter reach an astronomica lgh nature. Alt Cﬂ.lgh the 1tself 1s [or the 1Irector Lenera (ﬂppﬂ'lﬂtE Y the pESliCidE contaminated litchis. And

rights.

price of about 30 types of commodities
used in the preparation of Iftar and
Sehri is said to have risen sharply.

How reasonable are such prices that
we have come to expect and accept?
What do we know about the products

(perhaps to placate the masses... one
wonders),

Just recently, BSTI conducted an anti-
adulteration inspection at the Iftar
market in Chawk Bazar where a mobile
court fined five food shops for a total of

protection of “consumer” rights, the
scope for citizen participation isn't
nearly sufficient. In most countries,
consumers can file complaints through
a designated institution but in
Bangladesh, under the CRPA consumers

government) to file a complaint. Not
only are the members of the National
Consumer Rights Protection Council
and National Consumers Protection
Directorate all appointed by the govern-
ment, but there is also a severe lack of

that's not normal. With a growing con-
sumer base, the need to raise consumer
awareness and safeguard consumer
rights has never been more urgent.

The writer is a journalist at The Daily Star.
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