'We can
handle

the heat'

SPORTS REPORTER

South Africa kick off their tour of
,,.E;P“:.E,ﬂliﬂz Bangladesh today with a T20 warm-up
_EF:“_ match at the Fatullah Cricket Stadium. A
% o o practice match may not paint a picture of
what may unfold going into the series proper, but the home
side would love to see the game set the tone; like Sabbir
Hossain did against Pakistan during a practice match at the
same venue in April.

While the Bangladesh think-tank will be keeping an eye
on recalled off-spinner Shohag Gazi, South Africa all-
rounder JP Duminy said they would seek to make the most
of their first game of the tour.

"For us the series starts tomorrow [Friday], it doesn't start
on Sunday [when the 1st T20I is|]. We know how important
tomorrow's warm-up game is. We want to get the best out of
the conditions we are going to face. This game will give us
the feel, going into Sunday's match, that we are well pre-
pared,” said Duminy while he was talking to reporters
before the training session at Mirpur yesterday.

All the talks revolved around the fact that a buoyant
Bangladesh may take on South Africa with a different strat-
egy compared to the one they followed against Indiain a bid
to clinch their first-ever series victory over the Proteas. But
Duminy made it clear that they were not at all worried about
the conditions, including the heat.

"In practice matches you generally want to get a feel of
the conditions. A lot of us have been off for a month. It's just
about getting used to the conditions and pace of the ball,
whether it's going to take a bit of turn and what our game
plan is going to be.

"I guess it's about discussing amongst ourselves, sharing
the knowledge that we have. A few of us have played in these
conditions for a number of years now. Just assessing what
your game plans are against the various bowlers, " he said.

"There are few things that will be challenging. The condi-
tions, the heat will come into play. We have to manage our-
selves well. It will be our biggest hurdle. Bangladesh are
going to come out fighting and we have to counter-punch
them," Duminy continued, adding that, "We are definitely
no strangers to this heat. April and May is definitely as hot as
July in this part of the world."

Bangladesh's team think-tank surprised India with a
four-pronged pace attack but they can rely on their tradi-
tional spin-strategy against South Africa. However, Duminy
said they were not ready to focus solely on spin.

"Anybody can change a game of T20. It takes one over.
We will have to make sure we understand what the strengths
and weaknesses of every bowler are and play accordingly.”

Duminy also showered praise on Bangladesh's recent perfor-
mances and said that it would be a tough series for them.

BCB XI

Imrul Kayes (captain), Anamul Hoque, Rony Talukdar,
Mosaddek Hossain Saikat, Mahmudul Hasan, Saikat Ali,
Shuvagata Hom, Abdur Razzak, Shohag Gazi, Al-Amin
Hossain, Abul Hasan and Kamrul Islam.

South Africa all-rounder JP Duminy yesterday said that today's

practice match would signal the beginning of their series.

Bangladesh players enjoy themselves after receiving a break during a photo-shoot organised by team sponsors Robi
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at the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium in Mirpur yesterday.

Professional on field, but off it?

AL-AMIN

The professional
set-up of the
Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB) is
equipped enough
to run the most affluent sport body
of the country smoothly, even if the
board of directors including the
BCB president desire to go on a
sabbatical.

That was the kind of impression
this writer had gotten during his
recent visit to the BCB headquar-
ters. But the events which tran-
spired in the last few weeks or
before hardly justify that claim.

It's better to start with a hardly
noticeable untoward incident
during the Tigers' promotional
event at the Sher-e-Bangla
National Stadium in Mirpur yes-
terday, when a shooting unit of
national team's sponsors Robi
was seen engaged in a heated
exchange with the working photo
journalists. It all started when
people engaged in the shooting
aggressively turned to the photo
journalists, claiming that they

were not even supposed to enter
the ground, let alone take photo-
graphs of the cricketers at that
time.

If their claims were justified
then the onus was on the board's
highly paid professionals to have
circulated it properly, which
could have easily avoided such as
embarrassing incident and that
too in front of the members of
the touring South Africa cricket
team.

If that is something one can
easily duck by blaming the pensive
press, the re-appointment of
Khaled Mahmud as the national
team's manager for the South
Africa series through a text mes-
sage; pending issues of renewing
the contracts of two national selec-
tors and Tigers' lone computer
analyst Nasir Ahmed and sitting on
the contract papers of 80 odd crick-
eters recommended to be drafted
into the board's payroll portray a
shabby picture of professionalism
in the board.

National selectors Habibul
Bashar and Minhazul Abedin's
two-year contracts with the board

expired on June 30 and so did
Nasir Ahmed's. They are now work-
ing under the president's directive
to 'continue until the board's next
meeting' for a concrete decision.

It's not the job of a president to
take notice of such trivial issues. It's
the job of a board's CEO to take
notice of these things well in
advance, a regulation practice for
any chief executive of a smooth-
functioning organisation.

For someone who has little
knowledge of the BCB constitu-
tion, it is amazing to learn how
forward thinking it is, allowing its
CEO a full range of authority not
only to execute any plan but to
entrust him with the power of
recommending a guideline for any
issues relating to the development
of Bangladesh's cricket.

Our incumbent BCB CEO
Nizamuddin Chowdhury is a nice
gentleman and has been associ-
ated with the board for a long
time in different capacities. But in
a cutthroat professional world a
CEO should be more than a gen-
tleman. His first and foremost
effort should be to keep every-

PHOTO:
STAR

thing in black and white. It is not
understandable why he failed to
put those three cases on the
agenda of the board meeting that
took place two months ago.

It is also a sheer callousness
on the part of his team for failing
to complete the signing formali-
ties of those 80 odd cricketers two
months after the recommenda-
tion of the chief selector. It was
learnt that those first-class cricket-
ers have not even been paid for
months. If that is true then those
professionals sitting in the cosy
confinement of the BCB head-
quarters hardly deserve a pay
cheque every month.

Mahmud's appointment as
Tigers' manager has so far been a
case of series-by-series. But his
latest appointment through a text
message can be a peculiar food for
thought for any decent profes-
sional outfit.

The board often cries for its
professionals on the playing field
to live up to their billing. But it is
running the risk of losing a moral
ground to press for that if its other
professionals off it fail to perform.

Mashrafe ends
Facebook exile

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh's limited-overs
captain Mashrafe Bin Mortaza
has reactivated his Facebook
page, saying he couldn't stay
away from the fans.

"I couldn't resist reacti-
vating the page after seeing
the support from you guys,"
he wrote.

Mashrafe had shut down
his account in the wake of
some lewd comments made
on a photo shared by his team-
mate Nasir Hossain on the
social media website. Mashrafe
said it wasaway to protest what
had happened, but now his
vigil appearsto be over.

"I wanted to keep the
page off after seeing some of
the recent incidents, but the
love from you fans didn't let
that happen. Yes, it's
because of your love we have
come this far. Hopefully you
all won't write anything
negative in anyone's posts.
Thanks for being by my
side," wrote Mashrafe on the
page as fans poured in with
greetings and well-wishes,

Raina mulls
legal action

AGENCIES, New Delhi

Rejecting Lalit Modi's alle-
gations that he accepted
bribes from a businessman,
Indian cricketer Suresh
Raina on Thursday said he is
considering legal action
against the former IPL
Commissioner and insisted
that he was never involved
in any wrongdoing, as the
BCCl also cleared him.

"In the wake of recent
media reports about me, I
would like to make my fans
around the world aware and
clear the air that I have always
played the game in right spirit
and with utmost integrity,"
Raina said in a statement.

“l have never been
involved in any wrong doing
and all allegations against
me are false. Playing cricket is
my passion for whichever
team | have represented. I'm
also figuring out my legal
rights to take the right steps
ahead in this matter."

—

Proteas sorry for

drone use

AFP, Dhaka

South Africa's cricket
Egﬂ@ml;! team apologised
smmmmememe Thursday to Bangladesh's
WWALTON 4:med forces for using a

drone at a practice session in Dhaka and

breaching national security ahead of the
start of their tour.

Bangladesh cricket authorities ordered a
halt to use of the drone which had been
taking photos of the South African players
during the Proteas' first practice on
Wednesday.

"The Proteas' behind-the-scenes TV crew
brought the drone over to try and obtain
creative views and images to use for our
YouTube channel,” team manager
Mohammed Moosajee said.

"We were unaware of the strict security
protocols with regards to the Bangladesh
airspace and have subsequently stopped
using the device.

email to AFP.

5in Dhaka.

"We do apologise to the Bangladesh
military and security forces for any inconve-
nience this may have caused,"” he said in an

Ground staff were taken by a surprise when
they saw the device overhead, controlled on
the ground by a South Africa team official.

"South Africa team has been told that the
drone camera cannot be used because of
certain restrictions. We are really happy that
they've taken it in true spirit," a Bangladesh
Cricket Official said, declining to be named.

BCB officials said the country's civil
aviation authority last December banned all
unmanned aerial vehicles in its airspace
without prior permission for national secu-
rity as well as general safety reasons.

South Africa arrived in Bangladesh on
Tuesday to play two Twenty20
Internationals, three one-day internationals
and two Tests against the home side.

The series starts with the first T201 on July

Reshuftled teams

SL-Pak 3rd & final Test starts today

AFP, Pallekele

Pakistan and Sri Lanka will ring in several
changes, most of them forced on them, in a
bid to win the decisive third and final Test
starting in Pallekele on Friday.

Both sides are pulling out all the stops to
break the 1-1 deadlock after Pakistan won
the first Test by 10 wickets and Sri Lanka responded with a
seven-wicket victory in the second.

Sri Lanka will take the field without their batting greats,
the retired Mahela Jayawardene and Kumar Sangakkara,
who had committed himself to playing just two Tests
against Pakistan and two more against India in August
before retiring,

Sangakkara, who has 12,305 runs from 132 Tests, will be
replaced at his pivotal number three position by another
left-hander Upul Tharanga, 30, who played the last of his 19
Tests a year ago.

"It's a strange experience to be without Mahela and
Sanga, but we have some good young players who are ready
to step in," vice-captain Lahiru Thirimanne told reporters
onThursday.

"Upul has been around for a long time and understands
the demands of Test cricket."

Fast bowler Dushmantha Chameera, who suffered a side
strain on his debut in the second Test in Colombo, will
undergo a fitness test before he is picked for the crucial match.

"Chameera is 50-50 for the Test," said Thirimanne. "It is
not yet certain if he will play."

Sri Lanka are planning a three-man pace attack, instead of
two as in the previous Tests, on a greenish Pallekele stadium
pitch that should favour seam movement on the opening day.

"It's a good wicket for batting, but it does help the fast
bowlers at the start,” said Thirimanne. "We may play three
seamers and just one spinner.”

Veteran left-arm spinner Rangana Herath, who managed
to take just two wickets in the first two Tests, is likely to be
dropped, leaving young off-break bowler Tharindu Kaushal
as the chief spin option.

If Chameera is unfit, seamer Suranga Lakmal will make
his first appearance in the series to share the new ball with
Dhammika Prasad and Nuwan Pradeep.

Pakistan are forced to make two changes, with pace
spearhead Wahab Riaz ruled out because of injury and all-
rounder Mohammad Hafeez not available since he has to
undergo mandatory tests after being reported for a suspect
action in the first Test.

“At least we have 11 players to pick from," skipper
Misbahul Haq said on Thursday. "Every player here repre-
senting Pakistan is good enough to take anyone's place.”

BCCI keen to
follow CA

TIMES OF INDIA

The financial model fol-
lowed by Cricket Australia
(CA) and England and
Wales Cricket Board (ECB)
has encouraged Board of
Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI), which is planning
to introduce a perfor-
mance-based incentive
system for the Indian team
for every home and away
series. During the Indian
Cricket Board's financial
committee meeting, that
took place in the capital on
Wednesday, an initial blue-
print was drawn for the
concept.

BCCI's finance commit-
tee has agreed in principle
on going the corporate way
where profit sharing will be
directly proportional to the
board's revenue and the
members discussed the
possible ways of doing it.
According to BCCI sources,
it was Indian Premier
League (IPL) chief operating
officer, Sundar Raman, who
provided a presentation to
the finance committee
members, where it was
intimated that CA and ECB,
as well as BCCI's next door
neighbours Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) also follow an
incentive-based model.

"Till now, BCCI not-
mally gave handsome
incentives to cricketers
during triumphs in big
tournaments like 50-over
World Cup, World T20 or
ICC Champions Trophy.
But from now on, the BCCI
is planning to have incen-
tives for each and every
series played at home and
away," sources said.

IN A TRET TN

R(B set for takeover?

For the first time, an Indian Premier League team is
on the verge of changing hands. JSW Steel chairman
Sajjan Jindal confirmed on Wednesday that his
group is acquiring a side without naming it amid
speculation that it could be Royal Challengers
Bangalore, owned by liquor baron Vijay Mallya.

"Cricket is the number one sport in our country,
so there is an idea to acquire a team... an IPL team.
ButI cannot comment which team it would be," said
Jindal.

Asked whether the steel giant will indeed buy
RCB, Jindal just said: "That depends on them
|RCB]."

If the group buys RCB, it will be the first IPL team
to be sold, although one or two other franchise
owners are keen to sell.

Azhars last-ball heroics

Former Pakistan all-rounder Azhar Mahmood kept
his cool on the hottest day of the year in England by
hitting a last-ball six to seal a dramatic four-wicket
win for Surrey against Gloucestershire in their
domestic Twenty20 tournament clash at The Oval
on Wednesday.

With temperatures in London rising to 36.7
degrees Celsius, the 40-year-old Mahmood showed
he still knew how to finish with a flourish as his
unbeaten 22 off 14 balls saw Surrey to victory

After the match, Mahmood said: "I knew when I
connected that it would be six."

Marsh forcing his issue

Australia all-rounder Mitchell Marsh strengthened his
bid for selection in the Ashes-holders’ side to face
England in next week's first Test by making his second
successive hundred of the tour on Wednesday.

Marsh, competing with the more experienced
Shane Watson for the role of seam-bowling all-
rounder, struck an unbeaten 136 against Essex at
Chelmsford on the first day of four following his 101
against Kent at Canterbury last week.

The 23-year-old played the last of his four Tests
against India at Brisbane in 2014 and will hope to
make it a family double next week, with older
brother Shaun battling with Chris Rogers for the
chance to open alongside David Warner at Cardiff's
Sophia Gardens.

Compiled by Star Sport Desk




