Growing up
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Cricket is the source of all major occa-
sions of celebration we've had in recent
years. As spectators, we're known for
backing our team to the hilt, but does
that include losing all sense of civility in
celebration?

This write up is in context of the
recent debacle involving Indian sup-
porter Sudhir Kumar Gautham, who was
reportedly harassed on the streets of
Dhaka following Bangladesh's win in the
2nd ODI during the recently concluded
series. There have been contradictory
reports in both the Bangladeshi and
Indian media.

['ve had the opportunity to be present
in the galleries for the last couple of
series at the Sher-e-Bangla National
Stadium in Mirpur, and one of the things
you cannot help but notice is how
aggressive the crowd is towards the oppo-
sition. Away teams can expect a hostile
environment, but where do we draw the
line?

Unfortunate occurrences aren't new
for the Mirpur faithful. We've had embar-
rassing losses in the past and that
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Attacks on visiting teams or their supporters should never happen.

resulted in public backlash, like the
stoning of the West Indies team bus after
a huge loss in the 2011 World Cup. For
those who had hoped this was a one-off
incident, they would be disappointed as
more of these things kept happening.
There have been instances when our very
own players reacted to how the crowd

treated them. Very recently, in the series
against India, we saw Indian fielders
getting involved in squabbles with the
crowd, and in cases such as these, the
provocation usually comes from the
stands. Considering our history, the
reported incident with Sudhir Gautham
shouldn't surprise anyone. Even if it

didn't happen, something like this is
always on the cards.

People are not allowed to be an away
supporter in Mirpur. The people who
wave opposition flags that they show on
TV are mostly sitting in groups in one of
the galleries closer to the dressing rooms,
where security is tight. In the stands,
however, I've seen people get threatened
and abused for wearing an away jersey, to
an extent that law enforcement officials
had to intervene. All they can do is escort
the away supporters out of the galleries
for their own safety.

The people who feel there isn't a place
for away supporters in the stands could
try and put themselves in different shoes.
Would they feel it was fair if they went to
the Eden Gardens in Kolkata for a
Bangladesh vs India match, and were
shunned for supporting their own coun-
try? Probably not. The Tigers have grown
as a team 1n recent years and they're
giving us more and more reasons to
celebrate. It'd be a shame if we let our
actions ruin these amazing moments.
The team performs for the spectators,
and it is up to them to accept that gift
gracefully.

5 KINDS OF PEOPLE IN A FACEBOOK GROUP
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The following are the five kinds of people I
see lurking in Facebook groups. Try steering
clear of them.

The Repost Guy

This person will repeatedly post links to
stuff that have already been posted on the
group before. Sometimes he'll repost his
own link because that's who he is. I once
tried doing this, but the repost guy in my
group requested me not to steal his
thunder, and I listened to him the first
time because I didn't want him to repeat
himself.

The Essayist

This person has the amazing ability to
write a 500 word comment with terrible
grammar on any given post. He might not
even bother reading your post to see what
it is about. His essay will be ready within
10 minutes, enlightening you on how you
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are wrong about everything in your life
and that this essay will save you from
moral ineptitude and the pathetic life you
no doubt have.

The Guy Who Has a New Online Shop
and Wants You to Buy Stuff from Him
These people need to understand that
there's a time and place for everything.
They can't possibly join a Filipino Ariana
Grande Fan Club and expect people to
buy their handmade bookmarkers made
from tissues and glue. Posting ads on
those places is pointless.
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The “Add Me Gurls” Guy

They sprout out of everywhere. From
dubious news sites to the blogs of East
Asian teenagers, you will find them
proclaiming “add me ;)" religiously in the
comments section. I don't see much of
them in Facebook groups nowadays, but
that's mostly because I've acquired a little
self-respect and left all the so called
“entertaining” groups.

That One Person Who Will Comment
“F” On Every Post

Usually when one thinks a particular

discussion is interesting and that s/he
should “follow” it, they write “F" on the
comment so that they might get notified
when other people comment on it. But
there will always be that person who'd
write “F” on every single post because
nobody likes or comments in his stuff
and he needs notifications to save himself
from all the loneliness.

There's also the guy who thinks he can
have a relevant discussion in a group, but
that kind is slowly being driven to
extinction. Let's not count them.

Rafee Shaams is an amalgam personality, an
accretion of various sub-personas, identities
that are individual facets of a great jewel
mind whose various facets exist beyond
normal three-dimensional space and can
only be perceived by children and the insane.
He can be reached at
rafeeshaams@gmail.com
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Write a Personal Statement
Advanced MS Office
Money Matters

Choose your Career
Presentation Skills

Public Speaking

Everyday Law

Disaster Safety

Sustainable Living

3 Classes + project day

Web Designing

Creative Writing

Film Making with Mobile
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Animation
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