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On June 25, a day before the
International Day against Drug Abuse and
Illicit Trafficking, the Prothom Alo Trust
held the award ceremony for the EXIM
Bank - Kishor Alo Anti-Drug Essay
Competition 2015. The competition had
asked students from grades 8 to 12 from
all over the country to write an essay on
the prompt, “It is modern to be drug-
free”.

Around 600 students submitted their
essays by both post and e-mail. These
essays were separated into two categories;
group A for 8th to 10th grades and group
B for 11th and 12th grades. The top three
essayists from each group were invited to
The Daily Prothom Alo Office and
handed their awards.

The ceremony was hosted by Aziza
Ahmed Paula, Chief Operating Officer at
Prothom Alo Trust. She welcomed
Associate Editor of Prothom Alo, Anisul
Hoque, to give the opening speech.
Hoque addressed the distressing scenario
of peer pressure starting from a very
young age in our country as dealers por-
tray non-users as “uncool”. While he
acknowledged that it is easy to get influ-
enced and it is possible to recover, he said
that it is easiest to just say “no” and not
lose precious years to this evil.

Deputy Managing Director of EXIM

Bank, Khondoker Rumy Ehsanul Hugq,
appreciated the effort the students put
into their essays. He advised the young-
sters to spread their words among their
friends to put them off from taking drugs.
Following that, renowned magician
Jewel Aich delivered his speech through
magic. He told the story of Kobi, a boy
who had lost his parents at a young age.
Using a long piece of thread to represent
the hopes and dreams of the boy, he
demonstrated how devastatingly drugs
ruin young individuals. As Kobi became
addicted to drugs, the thread got smaller
and smaller until there was absolutely
nothing left. It was only when Kobi
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renounced drugs that the thread miracu-

lously was put back as a whole as before.

Abdul Qayyum, Associate Editor of
Prothom Alo, sympathised with users
who suffered loss or tragedy as they may
have latched onto drugs because they
were hormonally imbalanced. He said
that those periods are hard and afterwards
trying to go without drugs is also tough
due to withdrawals. However, he said that
despite these hurdles, it is possible for
anyone to give up drug abuse.

Syed Manzoorul Islam, Professor of
English at the University of Dhaka, stated
his firm belief that the Bangladeshi youth
has the potential to progress. However,
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one of the major roadblocks in their path
is drug addiction. He expressed his faith
in the youth and belief that they can
overcome this challenge.

After the moving speeches, prizes were
given away by the honourable guests. First
prize winners, Nafisa Tasnim Ishrak from
group A and Noshin Tuba from group B
were awarded with BDT 15,000 worth of
books. Shudipto Chakraborty from group
A and Md. Mahir Moshiar Mim from
group B were second prize winners, each
receiving books worth BDT 10,000; and
third prize winners Najeeb Ahmed
Bhuiyan from group A and Fariha Ferdous
from group B received books worth BDT
5,000. Furthermore, all winners were
presented with certificates and gift ham-
pers.

Just as the event was about to end,
acclaimed actress, Aupee Karim, made a
last minute entrance. She spoke of the ills
of drug abuse and made everyone present
pledge against it. The programme then
ended on a pleasant note after iftar boxes
were distributed to those who attended
the programme.

With a keen eye and a broken brain to mouth

filter, Mahejabeen Hossain Nidhi has a habit

of throwing obscure insults from classic novels
at random people who may or may not have
warranted them. Drop her a line at
mahejabeen.nidhi@gmail.com.
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The 3rd IEEE Bangladesh Section
Student/YP/WIE Congress 2015 took
place on June 13, 2015 at United
International University (UIU). Hosted
by IEEE UIU Student Branch, the SYW
Congress 2015 was probably the largest
networking session among all the young
IEEE enthusiasts of Bangladesh yet.

With over 200 delegates, UIU was host
to IEEE enthusiasts from American
International University Bangladesh
(AIUB), Ahsanullah University of Science
and Technology (AUST), BRAC
University, Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology (BUET),
Dhaka University, East West University
(EWU), Independent University
Bangladesh (IUB), Islamic University of
Technology (IUT), Military Institute of
Science and Technology (MIST), North
South University (NSU), University of
Information Technology and Sciences
(UITS) and State University of
Bangladesh (SUB). The guests present at
the programme were Dr. M. Rezwan
Khan, VC of UIU; Dr. Shaikh Anowarul
Fattah, Chair of IEEE BD Section; Dr. S.M.
Luftul Kabir, Dean of School of Science
and Engineering of UIU; Dr. Raqibul
Mostafa, Head of the Dept. of EEE, UIU;
Dr. Khawza I. Ahmed, Chair of Awards
and Recognition Committee of IEEE BD
Section and Professor, Dept. of EEE, UIU;
Dr. Fayyaz Khan, Prof, of Dept. of EEE,

UIU; Dr. Celia Shahnaz, Chair of WIE
Affinity Group of IEEE BD Section; Dr.
Tishna Sabrina, Assistant Prof., Dept. of
EEE, UIU and Counselor of IEEE UIU
Student Branch; and Nadeem
Chowdhury, Lecturer, Dept. of EEE, UIU
and Mentor of IEEE UIU Student Branch.
The event took place in three

consecutive sessions. Session 1 of the
programme included presentations of the
Activity Plan of 2015 by the IEEE Student
Branches of 9 universities and moved on
to an ice breaking session and a quiz
contest. Part of the session was a short
segment for the Young Professionals of
IEEE BDS conducted by Kanak Dutta,
Lecturer, Dept. of EEE, BUET and spoken

by Soumitra Roy Joy, Lecturer, Dept. of
EEE, BUET. The session also included an
Open Panel Debate among the executives
of various IEEE student branches
conducted by Nadeem Chowdhury,
Lecturer, Dept. of EEE, UIU.

Session 2 of the congress initiated after

lunch with a talk conducted by Dr.

Raqibul Mostafa, Head of the Dept. of
EEE, UIU and spoken by A.K.M. Al-Amin,
Deputy Director, Head of Regional
Operations Technology Division,
Grameenphone Ltd. After that, 5
qualifiers of an idea contest on
“Technological Solution of Our Country's
Extreme Problems” gave short
presentations of their respective ideas. A

panel of judges was set up to decide on
the top 3 winning ideas. A short speech
was given by the platinum sponsor of the
[EEE BDS SYW Congress 2015, the Super
Star Group (SSG). The session continued
on to another talk conducted by Dr.
Fayyaz Khan, Prof. of Dept. of EEE, UIU
and spoken by Prof. Dr. S.M Lutful Kabir,
Dean, School of Science and Engineering,
uld. It also included a WIE Program,
conducted by Dr. Celia Shahnaz, which
included 3 segments, one of which was
spoken by Dr. Jesmin, Professor, Dept. of
Genetic Engineering & Biotechnology,
DLI. Session 2 of the congress concluded
with the largest interactive session yet,
“The Level-up Challenge”.

The closing session of the event began
with a certificate giving ceremony for the
idea presenters and the presenters for the
best event plan. IEEE UIU Student Branch
also hosted a wonderful cultural
programme in which IEEE student
branches of UIU, ATUB, AUST, MIST and
[UB participated along with an amazing
performance by the Blue Poppers of
Bangladesh. During the grand buffet
dinner, a raffle draw segment and the
prize giving ceremony for the interactive
session completed the daylong event.

[EEE UIU Student Branch is very happy
to have been able to host the biggest IEEE
event of our country successfully and
thanks all the other IEEE Student
Branches of Bangladesh for being such
wonderful and enthusiastic participants.



