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50,000 poor women
become self-reliant
in Rajshahi city

BSS, Rajshahi

More than 50,000 women especially from the poor and
disadvantaged communities have become self-reliant after
ending their long-lasting poverty and hunger in Rajshahi
city.

Currently, all of them have changed their lot through
multifarious income-generating activities like paper bag
making, sewing, embroidery and block boutique and they
attained knowledge on how to cut poverty and hunger and
to contribute the society to some extent.

“Nowadays, our work pressure has been enhanced
to a greater extent as there is no shop and service-
delivery centre where the paper-bags aren't being used
at present,” said Radha Rani Halder of the fishermen
community.

Like Radha Rani Halder, many of her neighborhood
women are now passing their sleepless night as their works
were enhanced remarkably ahead of the forthcoming Eid-
ul-Fitr.

Taking advantage of the situation, most of the house-
wives of the community are making paper-bags along with
their family members for some extra income.

According to demand of the owners, they make bags of
all sizes with much sincerity and eagerness but their earning
is very scanty. “We got 15/20 taka after making every 100
bags and we hardly make 300 bags per day,” said Basanti
Rani Halder.

“First of all, 1 got a grant of 4,500 taka from a develop-
ment project of Rajshahi City Corporation around two
years back and since then I have been doing the work with
assistance,” she added.

In addition to uplifting her skills, she has learnt the
means of eradicating poverty and hunger in the days
ahead.

RCC has implemented the “Urban Partnership for
Poverty Reduction Project (UPPRP)” aimed at improving
the living and livelihood condition of around three lakh
poor and extreme poor people, especially women and girls,

of the metropolis.
Razen Mardee, UPPRP community organiser, said vari-

ous measures of extending supports were adopted to free
the disadvantaged community from the vicious circle of

poverty under the project.
“We have formed Jelepara Community Development

Committee with 985 people of the community including
SEE PAGE 5 COL 5
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This death trap with a bamboo pole sticking out and an unnerving shard of metal remaining from what was once a manhole lid has been
harassing commuters on Nawabpur Road in the capital for the last 20 days. Be it broken or stolen, the locals say it is causing frequent
accidents. Dhaka South City Corporation Executive Engineer (zone 4) Mohammad Touhid Siraj told The Daily Star that before replacing it, they
would need to check if it is one of theirs for it could also belong to Dhaka Water Supply and Sewerage Authority. The photo was taken yesterday.

HC orders
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way for a car park inside the
heritage site, ignoring law.

Bangla daily the Prothom
Alo also published a report
on this issue.

The HRPB submitted the
photo and the report along
with the writ petition, say-
ing that in 2011, the HC
directed the authorities to
remove illegal structures in
and around the fort to
protect its beauty, nature,
and archaeological heritage.
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Change in land management
needed to resolve disputes

ALRD roundtable

UNB, Dhaka

Radical change in land management is
needed to quickly resolve land-related
disputes and establish the rights of
landless people, said speakers at a
roundtable yesterday.

They came up with the observation
at the roundtable on Land Reforms Act
2014 and Agricultural Land Protection
and Land Use Act 2015 (Draft) organ-
ised by Association for Land Reform
Development (ALRD) at Jaitya Press
Club.

Bela (Bangladesh Environmental
Lawyers Association) Chief Executive
Syeda Rizwana Hasan and Dhaka
University's Associate Professor Sima
Jahan presented two keynote papers at

told

the programme.

Chaired by ALRD Chairman
Khushi Kabir, the roundtable was
addressed, among others, by lawmak-
ers Fazle Hossain Badshah and
Nazmul Haque Pradhan, General
Secretary of Bangladesh Indigenous
Peoples Forum Sanjeeb Drong, and
ALRD Executive Director Shamsul
Huda.

Fazle Hossain said, “Land offices
and land directorate are riddled with
corruption. Their officials, from top to
bottom, grab land of innocent people
through fake documents. It should be
stopped.”

He also said the government must
ensure that char land is allocated to
landless people as well as to people

who actually deserve the land rather
than to influential ones.

Noting that there are some ambigu-
ities in the draft of Agricultural Land
Protection and Land Use Act 2015,
Bela Chief Executive Syeda Rizwana
Hasan urged all party concerned to
make the law more agriculture-
friendly.

ALRD Executive Director
Shamsul Huda demanded that
immediate initiatives should be
taken to protect agricultural land
and establish the rights of marginal
farmers.

He also urged that autonomous
authorities should be set up to ensure
that agricultural land is used in a
planned and proper way.

Death anniversary
CITY DESK

Today is the
first death
anniversary
of poet Abul
Hussain, a
pioneer of
modern- ¥

ism in Bangla poetry.

His first poetry book
published in 1940. He has
over 30 books, including
Duswapna Theke Duswapne
(1985) and Hawa Tomarkee
Dushahosh (Eve, How
Daring You Were, 1982).

Born on August 15, 1922,
he obtained a master's in
Economics from Calcutta
University and served as the
editor of the Rabindra Parishad
of Presidency College.

Hussain received many
awards including the
Ekushey Padak, the Bangla
Academy Award, the
Padabali Award and The
Nasiruddin Gold Medal. He
died attheage of92in 2014,

2 cops among
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them and hacked him and

Laboni's brother Rajib, it adds.

The two were treated in
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital, she said.

The case statement says SI
Zahidul Islam and SI
Zubayer of Pallabi Police
Station demanded a total of
Tk 1.6 lakh from her family
and threatened to implicate
them in a murder case.

Officer-in-Charge Dadan
Fakir of Pallabi told The
Daily Star that SI Zahid was
investigating the murder of
Bangabandhu College
student Chanchal, which
took place on May 14.

Many of Laboni's relatives
are accused in the murder
case, the OC said, while
Laboni filed the extortion case
against the complainants and
witnesses of the murder case.

Ctg 'Shibir man'
FROM PAGE3

to recover arms and ammuni-
tion. Sensing presence of the
law enforcers, Saju's cohorts
opened fire on the cops that
led to the gunfight, leaving
Saju injured, he added. Police
recovered onerifle, 15 bullets
and two sharp weapons, he
said.

24 female Jamaat activists
arrested with bombs

3
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BSS, Khulna

Police arrested 24 Jamaat-e-Islami female leaders and activ-
ists at Koyra upazila in Khulna yesterday.

They also seized three bombs and bomb making materi-
als from their possession in the house of Jamaat leader
Abdul Hye at Gobra village while they were holding a secret
meeting. A case was filed.
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To Let
Banani- Road 7/G Block-@6000sft-
double storied-spacious hall, dining,

grameenphone 4 bed- (total 12 rooms)- separate-
servant rooms-Foreigners/
VOICE NEWS SERVICE Commercial- 01846579232

Invitation to Bid
For the Procurement of Billboards

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations invites bids for Procurement of
Billboards. The bids should be submitted in the format indicated in the ITB Document. ITB
document can be downloaded from the organization’s Website: http://www.fao.org/
bangladesh/fao-in bangladesh/employmentprocurement/en/.

Closing date and Time for submission of Bids is 12 July 2015, 12:00 Hrs.

FAO Representation in Bangladesh
House # 37, Road # 8, Dhanmondi, Dhaka=1205
Phone: 811 8015-18, Fax: 58152025

C-396

~ forthelatestnews
hictiights ln Englen T

Commercial Space for Rent

1700 sft commercial space on ground floor of full commer-
cial high rise building at prime location, beside main road of
West Panthapath. Suitable for Showroom, Office, Bank,

Multinational Company, Departmental Store.
Contact: 01751203030, 01819211478

OFFICE SPACE TO-LET

PROGRESS TOWER, House # 1, Road # 23, Gulshan-1,
1st Floor-3136 Sft. Available from 1st October,15,
2nd Floor-3136 Sft. Available from 1st August,15,
4th Floor-1900 Sft. Available from 1st August,15,
Complete Interior with, Air-condition less furniture .
Pls.Cont:01819-232828,01971- 234727

Saint Jude’s Int'l School

TEACHER WANTED

Chemistry Teacher for 'O' & 'A' Level, experienced.

English Teacher for junior classes. English medium
background preferable.

Send CV within 4th July-2015.
Email: saintjudes79 @ gmail.com

Address: House-84, Road-11/A, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka-1209
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