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He always had a whole new different take
on adding background music to dramas
specially that too off television dramas.
Mostofa Kamal Sayed apart from his own
dramas also helped out other producers
from different dramas with background
music in televisions. He has all the best
collections from all over the world. There is
a store on elephant road named as “Gaaner
Dali”, At that time iPod, Mp3, video, and
audio CD was not available. The only thing
that was available at that time was cassettes
and longbell or big RPM records. There
was no cd cassettes store in Dhaka. Huge
collections of music could only be found
in Ganer Dali. Mr. Kamal used to go there.
And from there he used to keep himself up
to date with music. Apart from music
Mostofa Kamal Sayed had a hobby of
collecting pens. He used to have a wonder-
ful collection of pens stacked in his tables.
Also Mr. Kamal had a fine sense of style
when 1t came to clothing especially in
terms of wearing shirts. However he was
one of those producers in television who
didn't felt like coming in front of the
screen. Even though he achieved numerous

There were three of us. We were all in our

PhD programme under London
University but when we met over lunch,
we laughed and giggled like teenagers.
One friend was from Zimbabwe, the
other from Belgium and as well as
myself. We made it a weekly routine to
have lunch together in the university
cafeteria. After lunch, our conversation
lingered as we entered our main univer-
sity where our bespectacled Professors
looked up from their pile of books. We
got caught! It was my own supervisor
who could hear the ring of our laughter
down the corridor. “Well, you sound
happy. Do you do this every day?" he
asked me.

"No. We only meet up once a week
and have lunch," I said with a shaky
voIce.

"How much does it cost?" asks Andy.

"Well, we spend two pounds each." "Two

pounds? That's 10 pounds a week, 40
pounds a month and 480 pounds a year!

Oh my God! One could do so much with

480 pounds a year!"

Caught red-handed and turning red as

a beet at such a comment. I recalled the

lone sandwich in his room. Wrapped 1n a

cling film, there was a brown bread and
cheese sandwich on one of the shelves,
where many of his books, floppy dis-
kettes in many colour, were neatly
stacked in a row. The sandwich stood
out. It wasn't in its proper place, but it

stood there every single day. Sometimes a

designated posts in television he felt a
sense of disapproval in appearing before
the media. But at the same time the work
he had done in radio dramas are simply
beyond our knowledge.

Among the artists who are known for
their golden voice in radio, Mostafa Kamal
Sayed is one of them. Apart from acting in
radio dramas, he also gave his voice for
commercials and television shows. At a time
voice of commercial meant the voice of
Mostafa Kamal Sayed. After getting higher
positions in television he stopped himself
from giving his voice. He completely iso-
lated himself from the earning from his
voicing only for the sake of television. Such
was his honest personality.

From morning till night he used to stay
inside the television centre. Most of the time
he used to had guava or other types of fruits
in his lunch. Mr. Kamal didn't used to drink
tea or coffee that much. Even now being as
the head of program in NTV he selects qual-
ity oriented programs. At a time like now
when lots of channels are struggling to find
different varieties of program Mr. Kamal is
gifting lots of clean and good quality ori-
ented programs to NTV. Apart from the
drama's he has also produced lots of music
programs. During the NTV's fourth anniver-

sary he was involved in everything starting
from the stage to producing the program he
did everything. Because of his involvement
in the program he added a whole new level
to it which left quite an impression on the
audience. The importance of background
music, such as how to use additional music
after an important dialogue or how to input
music directly on a mute shoot here Mr.
Kamal was the first person to show it in the
television dramas. The Helican machine was
introduced in dramas right after the Quard
machines, this was the first time the method
of inserting was used in dramas. In the
Quard machine the thing had to be shot
continuously without any pause.

If something was cut between the shoot
then 1t might lead to disruptions. But in
case of the Helican machine this kind of
problems did not occurred. Anything could
be cut anywhere between the recording
and during the editing different shot could
be taken in with the audio in the correct
place. With the introduction of these
machines both Abdullah Al Mamun and
Mostafa Kamal Sayed was filled with excite-
ment as to what new and fresh thing can
they deliver to the dramas. Famous play-

wright Momtazuddin Ahmed wrote the
drama “Char Chokher Khela” based on the
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Prof Rafiqul Islam, Nazrul exponent

small portion of lettuce would peep out
from the middle of the two slices of
brown bread separated by a layer of
cheese. Other than that, the look was the
same. Andy would often meet me during
lunch break. He would assign me some-
time between one and one thirty and
while munching his frugal sandwich, he
would advise me whether to use STATA
graphics or Multilevel graphics to repre-
sent differences between use of contra-
ception among various areas of
Bangladesh.

Many years later, I encountered

another lunch interval. I went to the
Bangladesh TV station to record a
programme on Nazrul. The programme
started at 12 pm and after two artistes
were recorded, they announced a lunch
break. The lunch break started at 1.30 pm
and lasted till 3 pm. We were six artistes
along with Prof Rafiqul Islam, who
waited for the TV crew to come back and
resume the programme. We didn't have
any food with us and there wasn't any
cafeteria where we could even spend the
equivalent of two pounds so we talked
instead. It was a very learned chatter on
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benefits of the machine. Here the key
character role was enacted by Mita
Chowdhury. At that time the shot of televi-
sion program and other works was com-
pleted after the airing of the program. The
entire team worked whole night at that day
with full on excitement and spirit. It's
amazing how a new machine could gener-
ate so much creativity and excitement over
the people, the next day when the show
was on air Mostofa Kamal Sayed felt an
emotional surge on using the background
music in the drama.

Mostofa Kamal Sayed had a distinct
style in producing his dramas his style and
finish was different from others. Since the
introduction of Helican machine he intro-
duced dramas with background music and
from there on the audience could easily
determine that it was of Mostofa Kamal
Sayed works.

THE WRITER IS MANAGING
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use of rag jaijaiwanti, rag hansa malhar,
or gour sarang, and various other sarangs
in Nazrul's songs. One artist got up from
his position to show me a yoga posture
which helps in preserving the voice
through the range. Another artist criti-
cised his fellow artiste's song. To that, I
said, "You should tell HER so that she
stands corrected."

Prof Rafiqul Islam spoke at length
about Dhiren Mitra and his songs and
how he had received a Nazrul award
along with Dhiren Mitra in Churulia,
India. He spoke about his grandchildren
and their love for computers, Facebook,
chats and unsocial behaviour. He spoke
about his times as a research student in
Cornell, Ithaca, what he learned that
equipped him for his journey towards a
PhD, which he completed on the poet
Kazi Nazrul Islam because he was prom-
ise-bound to Professor Hye for that and
returned from Cornell to obtain his
PhD in Dhaka University. Our topics
knew no bounds but we were eagerly
waiting for the programme to resume.
Upon recommencement, it took only
half an hour to conclude. We however
spent the whole day. It was past 4 pm
and by the time we reached home the
working day would be gone. Andy
would have produced several PhDs in
this long a lunch break, I thought.

The writer is an ACADEMIC,
NAZRUL EXPONENT AND
WRITER.



