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he Venice Biennale is widely
accepted as “the ert werlel*s greatest

the epenlng week wnth the theme
Enwezor chose: forits central exhlbmen;
“All the world's futures”; reﬂectmg his
own preeeeupatren with “the state of
things” - in a world where war and
;destruetlen has not only not spared art,
but our cultural heritage is under attaek in
a very targeted sense. One has tomerely
recount theincidents of the Taliban
blowing up the Bamiyan Buddha statues,
or the looting of Iraq's great heritage from
its museums, or “the so-called Islamic
State's wanton destruction of various
artistic assets in theareas it has managed
to bring under its control.

This'year's Biennale is made up of over
80 national shows and a eentml
exhibition curated by the artistic director.
Titled “All the World's Futires”, Enwezor's
exhibition included work by 136 artists.
from 53 countries—much of it concerned
with the “politics of the image”, as The
Economist described it.
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“The Iranian pavilion, hosted at the

Calle San Giovanni, is one of the national
pavilions attracting a lot of attention this
f‘yee;r perheps anether reﬂeetien ef hew

. I:ftmg of Sanctions by the Westerir pewers ;
in‘return for a halt to its alleged nuclear
bomb-making activities, all subject to a
deal set to be stgned in the summer, s,

the mternettenal feld frem its present b}r-*
and-large pariah status, and the
contributions of the Iranian artists to the:
Biennale seem to reflect this, frammg their
future through the past.

One of the more individualistic

exhibitions that has people talking this

yearin Venlee happens to be "Frentlers

_,Re1magmeel’ curated by Calcutta-born
Sundaram Tagore, that has brought
together some 70 works of art by 44 artists
from 25 countries. Yet the hig ghlight of the
exhibition, which is housed in‘an elegant

T6th-century palace, the Museo di

Palazzo Grimani; at least for me is that it
includes paintings by Rabindranath
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Tagore: Sundaram, who'now owns
~ galleries in New "ferk Hong Kong and
- Singapore, is “the great-grendsen of the
. fourth brother, Hemendranth Tagore” but'
~ does not brag about being a descendant of
the poet. Included are a bust of Tagore by
:-Jaeeb Epstein that comes from Sundaram's
‘own collection, plus three paintings on

loan from Nirmalya Kumar, a professor at

the London Business School but now
"based in Mumhe: as head of strategy at

Bengladesh took part in the previous
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‘two editions of the Venice Biennale, with
very different results. This year therefore,
_'Bengladesh deeen‘t have a presem::e in

'f-events The nex.t Blenna[e wlll be held in
2017, and 'we hope: Bangiedesm art
‘community can get its act together to truly'
give itself a chance of capturing the
‘world's imagination; the next time that the-
art world's great and good descend upon

Venice.
The writer is the Chemnan, Gallery Cosmos, Cosmos
Atelier|'71..
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aJand se.ebe Zdwmg ‘the!
Phi Phi Islands in Thailand efe-=-;

all this and so much more!
The long strip of footpath on
oneside, the beachand
meuntems on the ether are
all that build the city. A walk

down the road will reveal
second hand bookshops,
stores. selllng fresh'sea food;

jazz music playing at

restaurantsand artists selling:

theirart. If you ever decide to
visit Phuket in 'eulend meke

;sure to hep on

?'exeenenee‘the'see&mg
breeze!

§EEKEN[]
June 26, 2015

10




