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Cops
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times but he did not pick up. His
phone was switched off later on.

Muhammad Shamsul Alam Sarker,
additional superintendent of police in
Feni, said they heard about the arrest
but Rab was yet to hand over the
detainees as of yesterday afternoon,
reports a correspondent in Feni.

A press note singed by Maj
Mozammel Hossain, Rab-7 company
commander in Feni, said a black
Toyota Allion hit a boy at Lalpool
area on Dhaka-Chittagong highway
around 11:30pm Saturday.

Rab personnel on duty there
chased the car down and seized it.
They found the pills in the car.

Rab-7 also seized Tk seven lakh,
four mobile phones, eight ATM cards
and three note books from the
detainees.

Our Chittagong correspondent
reports: Rab-7 in the note books
found names of 14 people from
whom Mahfuz took around Tk 28.44
crore in advance for yaba smuggling.

During primary interrogation,
Mahfuz admitted that he got to know
some yaba traders while he was
posted at the Waikong Police Outpost
in Teknaf between 2011 and 2013,
sources said.

Whishing not to be named, a top
Rab-7 official said Mahfuz owns a
two-storey building and 10 to 12
shops at Sonir Akhra near the capital.
He also owns three shops in Gulistan
area.

Asked, State Minister for Home
Affairs Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal
told a TV channel that action would
be taken against the accused as per
the police law.

"Police has rules and regulation.
The arrestee will be tried as per the
police law. And proper action will be
ensured through investigation,” he
said.

Modi joins yoga event
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postures including Vajrasan and
Padmasan along with nearly 40,000
people on red mats on Rajpath in a
30-minute mass outdoor yoga ses-
sion from 7:00am that aimed at
qualifying for the Guinness Book of
Records,

Modi was supposed to deliver a
speech only at the event and not take
part atthe massyoga session.

Similar yoga events took place
simultaneously in other parts of India
with the chief ministers of states
joining students, bureaucrats and
others,

Yoga guru Ramdev shared the dais
with Modi along with heads of some
other religious and yoga institutions.
Modi later joined the participants on
the ground as he practised the 'asanas’
during the programme.

Kicking off the event, the Indian
premier said the yoga session was
aimed at benefiting people by making
them both physically and mentally
healthy.

He said yoga sought to make a
tension-free world and spread the
message of harmony and added that
it was “more than only physical fit-
ness”,

“For most of the people, yoga is just
a physical exercise. This is the biggest
mistake... Had this been the case,
children working in circuses could
have been called 'yogis'. Hence yoga is
not only about making the body
flexible,” Modi said addressing the
yoga session participants.

“We are not only celebrating a day
but we are training the human mind to
begin a new era of peace - harmony.
...This is a programme for the benefit
of mankind, a tension-free world and a
programme to spread the message of
harmony,” Modi observed.

He expressed joy over the large

gathering at Rajpath noting “did
anyone imagine this Rajpath will
become a Yoga path?”

Later, the prime minister interacted
with children who turned up for the
event.

Modi, a vegetarian who practises
voga every day, briefly stopped to
inspect students performing yoga
before rejoining the gathering that
followed instructions by yoga teachers
in Hindi and English.,

Before going to the event, Modi
tweeted, “Greetings to people around
the world on 1st International Day of
Yoga! Lets pledge to make Yoga an
integral part of our daily lives
#YogaDay."

The grand event, also featuring
bureaucrats, ministers, diplomats and
soldiers, was monitored by the
Guinness World Records as the govern-
ment aimed at a record for the "largest
yoga demonstration or class at a single
venue”,

Giant digital screens set up for the
event beamed live the yoga session for
which security arrangements matched
that of the Republic Day celebrations
held every year on January 26 as more
than 8,000 security personnel guarded
thevenue.

The UN announced an
International Day of Yoga last year
after Modi's appeal at the General
Assembly in September.

Modi terms yoga “the anchor of my
life," helping him work long hours.

Yoga day will be celebrated in more
than 251 cities in 191 countries across
the world; in Britain, mats will be
rolled out along the banks of the
Thames river.

Indian Foreign Minister Sushma
Swaraj is at the UN headquarters in
New York for the Yoga Day celebra-
tions at Times Square where scores are

Fakhrul free to walk out
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bail in all the seven cases filed against
him since December 2014,

The HC bench of Justice Md Rezaul
Haque and Justice Md Khasruzzaman
gave him bail in response to three
separate petitions filed by the BNP
leader.

The bench granted Fakhrul bail
considering his illness, and as there
was no specific allegation against him
of being directly involved in the
vandalism and arson incidents, his
lawyer Sagir Hossain Leon told The

Daily Star.

He said the BNP leader had been
accused in 89 cases, with the seven,
since 2012, and Fakhrul got bail from
the HC and lower courts in all the cases
at different times.

Sagir also said his client was
detained at the Press Club premises on
January 5 and shown arrested in seven
vandalism and arson cases later.

The HC yesterday also issued three
separate rules upon the government to
explain in four weeks why the BNP
leader should not be granted regular

fjail

bail in the three cases filed with Paltan
Police Station on January4 and 6.

The court granted him ad interim bail
inthecases till the disposal of the rules.

Fakhrul, who is undergoing treat-
ment at Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University, secured bail in four
other cases on April 19and]June 18.

Deputy Attorney General Fazlur
Rahman Khan, who opposed the bail
petitions of the BNP leader, told this
correspondent that the government

would appeal to the Supreme Court's
Appellate Division seeking stay on the
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Rats to sniff

out mines

AFP, Phnom Penth

Cambodia is training an elite squad
of rats, imported from Africa, to sniff
out landmines and other unexploded
ordnance in the once war-wracked
kingdom, authorities said on Friday.

A team of 15 rats, some weighing
up to 1.2 kilograms, were imported
from Tanzania in April with the help
of a Belgian non-governmental
organisation, which trains rats to
sniff out mines, Heng Ratana, direc-
tor general of Cambodian Mine
Action Centre (CMAC), told AFP.

"If the rats pass the test, we will
use them... if they are not qualified,
we will end the program,” Ratana
told AFP.

He said there have been claims of
success in using rats to sniff land-
mines -- as well as detect tuberculosis
-- in several African countries includ-
ing Tanzania, Mozambique and
Angola.

The rats are now being trained by
experts in northwestern Siem Reap
province, home to Cambodia's famed
Angkor temples complex.

But one of the rodents has already
died probably because of the change
in climate, he said.

Experts plan to begin testing the
rats over the next few weeks.

The rodents will be put through
their paces on a number of tasks,
including to establish if they can
sense all types of mine, whether they
can detect buried ordnance and how
fast they work, he said.

"They will test the rats in actual
landmine fields," he said.

"At this stage, it is too early to say
if we can use the rats," Ratana said,
adding that two Cambodian mine
experts had been trained in Tanzania
and they were now sharing their
expertise with their colleagues.

Nearly three decades of civil war
gripped Cambodia from the 1960s,
leaving the poverty-stricken nation
both one of the most heavily
bombed and heavily mined countries
in the world.

Seven-day remand
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Bakhtiar is the son of Pinu Khan, a
lawmaker of the ruling Awami
League.

Metropolitan Magistrate Md
Aminul Haque fixed June 24 for
hearing on the prayer and asked the
jail authorities to produce Rony before
it on that date.

In the remand prayer, Dipak
Kumar Das, a sub-inspector of
Detective Branch (DB) of police and
also the investigation officer of the
case, said he had earlier quizzed Rony
intensively for four days and got vital
clues about the killings,

On June 13, Rony was sent to jail
on completion of his remand.

But cunning Rony, the prime
accused in the double murder, was
trying to conceal a lot of information
vital to the investigation, Dipak said.

Earlier his driver and three of his
friends had given statements before
magistrates where they said Rony had
killed the two people with his licensed
pistol. So, he needed to be remanded

to find out more information about
the killings, the DB official added.

Meantime, ballistic tests con-
firmed that a bullet found inside the
body of one of the two persons killed
in a shooting in the capital was from
the pistol of Rony, police said on
Friday.

The other accused, Imran Fakir,
was the driver of the sports utility
vehicle (SUV) in which Bakhtiar along
with his two friends -- Kamal Alias
Tiger Kamal and Kamal Mahmood --

was travelling on.
Court sources said the three in

their statements before metropoli-
tan magistrates said that Bakhtiar
lowered the window of the SUV after it
got stuck in a traffic jam in New
Eskaton and fired four to five times
around 1:30am, hitting Abdul Hakim,
rickshaw-puller, and Yakub Ali, CNG-
run auto-rickshaw driver. They died in
hospital later.

Bakhtiar was drunk and feeling
“suffocated inside the wvehicle”,
sources said.

Cleanup efforts
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district yesterday.,

Senior officials of Chittagong Port
Authority, Bangladesh Railway,
Chittagong District Administration
and Department of Environment were
present in the meeting.

On Friday evening, a furnace oil-
carrying train derailed and three of its
wagons plunged into the canal.

Meanwhile, oil from the three
wagons had spread to the adjacent
areas and the Karnaphuli river, posing
a serious threat to the environment.

The derailment happened follow-
ing the collapse of a railway bridge in
Kitabchar area. Two of the wagons
sank in the canal. A third was partially
submerged.

“An oil-boom will be placed in the
military pole area of the canal to
handle spillages and sponges will be
used to aid clean-up efforts,”
Chittagong Deputy Commissioner
Mejbah Uddin told The Daily Star after
the meeting.

The coordination meeting was held
with an aim to set out a course of
action necessary to stop the oil slick
and remove oil from the canal as soon
as possible, he said.

Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation
will buy per litre of spill oil at Tk 60

from locals, the DC added.

Visiting the spot yesterday morning,
this correspondent saw that some
locals were trying to collect oil from
the canal using sponges. They were
also removing oil-tainted water hya-
cinths and grass barehanded.

Talking to The Daily Star, Gopan
Jaladas, a fisherman, and Jaker, a
boatman in the area, said they saw a
thin layer of oil floating in the canal.

Most of the oil had already spread
to the river, Gopan added.

Visiting the accident spot, Railway's
DG Amzad Hossain told journalists
that it would take seven days to salvage
the wagons and restore rail communi-
cations on Chittagong-Dohazari route.

Railways Minister Mujibul Haque,
however, told the House yesterday it
would require three more days to
restore the rail communications on the
route.

Talking to journalists at Chittagong
Circuit House yesterday evening,
Railways Secretary Firoz Salauddin
said, “The derailment was an accident.
We will have to launch coordinated
efforts to minimise pollution in the
canal.”

Meanwhile, Jafar Alam, director
(administration) of Chittagong Port
Authority, yesterday said they could
not place the oil-boom in the canal till
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