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Dead child cries out!

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Nilphamari

A newborn cried out two
hours after she was declared
dead at a private clinic in
Domar municipality area of
the district on Friday.

Locals said one Parvin
Akhtar, 20, wife of
Moksedul Islam of
Chikonmati area in the
municipality, was admitted
to Doctors Clinic with
labour pain on Friday night.

Owner of the clinic Dr
Masum and on-duty doctor
Nihar Ranjon carried out a
surgery on Parvin, The doc-
tors declared the child dead
soon after the woman gave

birth to a baby daughter.

By this time, the family
members made all arrange-
ments for burial of the child at
the local graveyard and came to
the clinic to receive the body.

But the newborn surpris-
ingly cried out, making all
stunned.

As the news spread, locals
and the relatives of Parvin
thronged the clinic and
confined the doctors and
staffs there for about an hour.

Later, the clinic owner
pacified the agitators with
promise of bearing all
expenses for treatment by
sending the newborn and
her mother to Rangpur
Medical College Hospital.

Teenage boy burnt as
cellphone explodes

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Nilphamari

A teenage boy received burn
injuries when a mobile
phone set kept in his pocket
exploded at Kazipara under
Saidpur municipality area
of the district yesterday.

The victim, Anisur
Rahman Babu, 19, son of
Zafar Ali of Natun Babupara
area under the municipality,
is now undergoing treat-

ment at Saidpur 100-bed
Hospital with severe burn
injuries in his left thigh.

Zafar, groaning in pain
on his hospital bed, said he
went to a husking mill in
Kazipara area for making
rice from two bags of paddy.

“While the mill
employee was husking the
paddy, the phone set kept in
the left pocket of my trouser,
blasted with a big bang”,
Zafar added.

Dyke collapse in
Moulvibazar
floods 15 villages

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Moulvibazar

At least 15 villages in Juri
upazila of Moulvibazar
district got flooded as an
embankment of the Juri
River collapsed at Boroitoli
point on Friday night due to
heavy rain and onrush of
water from upstream.

Several thousand people
of Boroitoli village,
Uttarsagornal, Montigaon,
Somai, Silua, Patilasangon,
Kashinagor, Kapnapahar,
Sagornal and Rotna villages
in Sagornal union; and
Baradhamai and Gualbari
villages under Gualbari
union; have been
marooned.

Besides, the roads and
seedbeds of the areas have
gone under water and fish of
around 60 ponds have been
washed away.

People of Sagornal vil-
lage said aman cultivation
has become uncertain as
seedbeds have gone under
water. They urged the gov-
ernment to take immediate

steps to repair the embank-

ment.

According to some resi-
dents of Juri area, about 100
meters area of the river
embankment collapsed due
to onrush of water from the
upstream. The embankment
collapsed at the same point
last year, but the authorities
concerned did not repair it
properly, they alleged.

Gulsan Ara Mili, chair-
man of Juri Upazila
Parishad, said Boroitoli area
is the most vulnerable point
of the embankment and the
authorities concerned
should take immediate
steps to repair it.

Contacted, local law-
maker Shahab Uddin said
he has asked the WDB offi-
cials to rapair the damaged
portion of the embankment
immediately.

Foizur Rahman, execu-
tive engineer of
Moulvibazar WDB, said a
portion of the embankment
collapsed due to heavy
pressure of water. "We will
repair it immediately," he
added.
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Around a hundred metres of the flood control embankment at Boroitoli on the Juri River in Juri upazila under
Moulvibazar district collapsed on Friday night under the pressure of water from the upstream coupled with the last few
days' downpour. The rushing water has flooded 15 villages in the area.
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Jamuna erosion makes
300 families homeless |ishurtinclash

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Gaibandha

With the recession of water
level, erosion by the Jamuna
River has taken a serious
turn in Fulchhari upazila of
the district.

The onslaught by the
river rendered over 300
families in Kamarpara area
homeless in a week. Besides,
Fulchhari Degree College,
Fulchhari Senior Alim
Madrasa, a temple and
Fulchari-Boramtair road
face erosion threat.

"My house is less than
100 feet from the eroding
cliff above the river that
might engulf it in two days,"
said Ekramul, a day labourer

of Kamarpara village.

"My homestead, together
with five big trees and a
bamboo cluster, has gone
into the river," said Hasen
Ali, a poor farmer of the
village.

Huge chunks of river
bank are being eroded by
the surging water every day,
engulfing structures, dwell-
ing huts, tree and plants.

Erosion-hit people are
shifting their houses and
domestic articles to safer
places. Many of them have
shifted to a nearby flood
control dyke after losing all
their belongings, said
Monotosh Roy, chairman of
Gajaria Union Parishad

under the upazila.

"The government has
allocated Tk 90 lakh for
dumping sand bags at the
vulnerable points and Tk
two crore more has been
received for repairing the
damaged portion of the
river bank," said Atiqur
Rahman, chief engineer of
Water Development Board
(WDB) in Rangpur.

After visiting the erosion
affected areas, deputy
speaker and lawmaker advo-
cate Fazley Rabbi Mia said
the government will do
everything to control ero-
sion. He also allocated Tk
two crore for arresting ero-
sion in the area.

.

PHOTO: STAR

The Jamuna devours areas at Kamarpara village in Fulchhari upazila under Gaibandha
district, rendering 300 families homeless in last one week.
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Kid rescued hours after
abduction, driver held

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Moulvibazar

A five-year-old boy, abduc-
ted allegedly by their driver
from Golapganj upazila of
Sylhet on Friday morning,
was rescued in Sherpur area
under Moulvibazar Sadar
upazila in the evening,
Police said Rony Shikdar,
son of Afil Uddin of
Faridpur district, picked up

Sakib, son of Imran Ahmed
of Kayastha village in
Golapganj upazila of Sylhet,
on Friday morning and was
heading towards the capital
in a bid to handing over
Sakib to a kidnappers' gang,
in exchange for money.

When driver Rony took a
break in Sherpur area for
fuel, the boy started crying.
Locals felt something wrong
and challenged Rony.

They beat up Rony and
later handed him over to the
police, AKM Fazlul Haque
Shiblee, officer-in-charge of
Golapganj Police Station,
said.

During primary interro-
gation, Rony told police that
he had a deal with a gang of
kidnappers in the capital to
take the boy to them in
exchange for money, the OC
added.

5 held with arms, ammo

STAR COUNTRY DESK

two magazines from their possession, said

Five arms peddlers were held in
Chapainawabganj and Tangail districts

yesterday and the day before.

Police in separate drives arrested four
youths with arms and bullets in Shibganj
upazila of Chapainawabganj in the last two
days, reports our correspondent.

The arrestees are Shamim Reza, 27, son of
Tarikul Islam, Shahid Hasan Rubel, 19, son of
Nefaur Rahman, Abdullah Kafi, 21, son of
Gazlur Rahman of Telkupi village, and Mahbub
Alam, 29, son of Emran Alam of Tarapur village.

At around 11:30am yesterday, a police
team, acting on a tip-off, raided Dadon
Chak area in the upazila town and arrested
Shamim, Rubel and Abdullah Kafi.

Moinul Islam, officer-in-charge of Shibganj
Police Station.
In another drive, the law enforcers arrested

Mahbub with a pistol, five bullets and two

murder case.

They also seized a pistol, 45 bullets and

magazines at Tarapur Bazar in the upazila at
around 8:30pm on Friday, said the OC.

In Tangail, the law enforcers arrested a
young man with three foreign made pistols
and 31 bullets in District Gate area of the
town on Friday.

Arrestee Nakul Datta, 32, son of Nolin
Datta of Aloa Bhabani area in the town, was
earlier sentenced to life imprisonment in a

He was released on bail from the High
Court six months ago, said Additional
Superintendent of Police Pankaj Chandra Roy.

SNIPPETS

O UR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Atleast 15 people were injured in a clash between two rival
groups of a mosque committee at Suklampur village in
Surma upazila of Sylhet district on Friday. The injured
include Mezbah Ullah, 35, Waris Ali, 55, Tareq Ahmed,
20, Sohel Ahmad, 25, Sebul, 17, Kanu Mian, 50, Haji
Abdul Quaium, 60, Taju Ahmed, 30, Rais Ullah, 55, Jihad,
20, and Kawsar, 32, of the village. They were admitted to
Sylhet MAG Osmani Medical College Hospital. Makhon
Miah, chairman of Mollargaon Union Parishad, said
Abdul Qayyum sent some people to collect rice from every
household for mosque development. The clash took place
when one Abdul Aziz and his son asked the collectors
whether the rice would actually be used for mosque devel-
opment. On information, police rushed to the spot and
brought the situation under control, said Nasir Ahmed,
assistant commissioner of Sylhet Metropolitan Police.

Eight gamblers jailed

UNB, Sirajganj

A mobile court sentenced eight gamblers to three months'
imprisonment each in Ullapara upazila of the district on
Friday. The gamblers are Abdul Majid, Alam Hossain,
Farhar Reza, Mansur Ali and Mehedi Hasan of Koyra
Baghalpur village; Korban Ali and Sajedul Islam of Koyra
Charpara village and Shahidul Islam of Brahmakpalia
village in the upazila. Tajul Huda, officer-in-charge of
Ullapara Police Station, said police in separate drives
arrested the eight in different areas while they were gam-
bling. The arrestees were later produced before the court,
led by Assistant Commissioner (land) Akram Hossain,
which punished them, said the OC.

Liquor seized
UNB, Sylhet

Members of Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) in a drive
seized 287 bottles of wine and eight bottles of beer in
Chandranagar area under Companiganj upazila of the
district on Friday. The border guards, acting on a tip-off,
raided the area and seized the liquor and beer worth
around Tk4.32 lakh. None was arrested in this connec-

tion, said BGB sources.

Mango-laden boat sinks

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Chittagong

A mango-laden boat sank in Sandwip Channel near
Kumira under Sitakunda upazila of the district yester-
day. Upazila Nirbhai Officer Mohammed Shahin
Imran said the boat carrying 590 cartons of mango
sank when its engine got entangled with a net under
the water around 3:00pm. Five boatmen were rescued
by the crews of a nearby speedboat when it started
sinking. The sunken boat was going to Sandwip from
Guptachara ghat, said the UNO,

2 bKash agents mugged

UNB, Noakhali

Armed muggers took away Tk 18 lakh from two agents of
bKash in Rahmatnagar area of the town yesterday.
Injured agents Ruhul Amin Liton and Salauddin Asif
were rushed to Noakhali General Hospital. They were
later shifted to Dhaka Medical College Hospital as their
condition deteriorated. A gang intercepted the two in the
area around 11:45am. They took away a bag containing
the money, after shooting Liton and beating up Asif
mercilessly, Anwar Hossain, officer-in-charge of
Sudharam Police Station, said. On information, police
rushed to the spot, rescued the injured and sent them to
the hospital for treatment.

3 motorcycle lifters held

UNB, Laxmipur

Police arrested three alleged members of an inter-district
motorcycle lifters' gang from Borhanuddin Bhuiya Road
in Laxmipur town early yesterday. The arrestees are Antar
Chandra Shil, son of Gobinda Shil of Samserabad,
Ripon, son of Sirajuddin of Sakharipara, and Sohag, son
of Nurul Islam of Banchanagar village of the town. On
secret information, law enforcers raided a house in the
area, arrested the trio and recovered a stolen motorcycle
from their possession. Police said the three were also
wanted in several cases filed with Sadar Police Station.




