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Top traffickers
out of dragnet

UN official believes govt measures to break
human trafficking network not enough

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) chief in Dhaka
yesterday expressed frustration over the
government's sluggish role in identifying
local kingpins behind human trafficking
that got international focus after discovery
of mass graves in Thailand and Malaysia.

“In Malaysia and Thailand, we have seen
senior level officials involved in the crime.
So far in Bangladesh, I can understand from
the media that law enforcers have arrested
only rickshaw pullers... But [ would hope
the Bangladesh authorities will investigate

to ensure the top of the ladder of the
kingpins be prosecuted,” Stina Ljungdell
said.

Addressing a roundtable on “Doings in
the end of human trafficking” organised by
Shushashoner Janno Nagorik (Shujan) in the
capital's Jatiya Press Club, the UNHCR
country director said it would be naive to
think that only rickshaw pullers and
Rohingyas are involved in an international
crime syndicate,

Members of the civil society who were
present at the roundtable echoed Stina
Ljungdell and demanded that the govern-
ment identify the Bangladeshi kingpins and

Modi talks

to Hasina
Conveys good wishes
for Ramadan

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
New Delhi

Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi yesterday
spoke on telephone with
his Bangladesh counterpart
Sheikh Hasina and con-
veyed his good wishes for
the holy month of
Ramadan,

Modi thanked Hasina
for his successful visit to
Bangladesh on June 6-7
and expressed the confi-
dence that "the visit has set
the stage for a new era in
bilateral cooperation and
regional partnership
between the two coun-
tries," said an official state-
ment.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4
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J Inu, 24 others

mother

T threatened

Even after having freedom
fighters' blood on their

.
B ' WILH Qeath
Mohammad Mojaheed and

his cohorts once ran free
on this land.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

But it was a mother's
resolve that kept alive the
demand for the trial of
those war criminals. She
was Jahanara Imam,
mother of valiant freedom
fighter Shafi Imam Rumi,

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1
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Banned Islamist militant outfit Ansarullah Bangla Team has .
issued death threats to Information Minister Hasanul Haq @ . ;
Inu, Dhaka University Vice-Chancellor AAMS Arefin ° e
23 other eminent personalities, cultural  Segulany aiter somgidayy,

) : . When they feel they are in

activists and student leaders. * trouble, they pick up some

This is the third such threat issued on the lives of eminent |
personalities and freethinkers by the militant outfit.
The outfit sent a letter, written on the "official letterhead” -
of Ansarullah Bangla Team-13, to the office of the DUVC by .
registered post around 12:30pm yesterday, Prof MA Ali, |
acting proctor of the university, told The Daily Star.
Prof Ali lodged a general diary with Shahbagh Police
Station yesterday in this connection,
“A primary list of those who would be eliminated in the |
first strike is given below,” read the letter.
The names in the list are: journalist Abed Khan, DU -
PRAYER TIMING History Prof Syed Anwar Husain, Executive President of .

fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha Ekatturer Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Committee Shahriar Kabir,
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Quake moved
Everest 3cm

AFP, Beijing

A devastating earthquake that hit
Nepal in April moved Mount Everest
three centimetres (just over an inch)
to the southwest, but did not change
its height, according to Chinese
research published yesterday.

The 7.8-magnitude quake reversed
the gradual northeasterly course of the

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4

' BNP Chairperson Khaleda
- Zia has accused the ruling
. Awami League of creating

. terrorism and militancy in
+ the country.

“The ruling party creates
new militant outfits and

+ people labelling them as
. fanatics to send the inter-

national community a
message that militancy will

- re-emerge if the Awami
. League quits power,” said
" Khaleda.

Khaleda made the

. remarks while exchanging
. views with the newly

elected members of
Noakhali District Bar

. Association at her Gulshan
AZAN 405 12-45 500 650 815 | Liberation War Museum Trustee Mofidul Haque, Prof ' office last night.
JAMAAT 4-40 1-15 5-15 655 g5 | Muhammad Zafar Igbal, Sammilita Sangskritik Jote -

SEE PAGE 10 COL 5 .

The BNP chief said,
SEE PAGE 10 COL 6
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Ramadan
may begin
fOMorrow

UNB, Dhaka

A meeting of the National
Moon Sighting Committee
will be held today to ascer-
tain the commencement of
the holy month of
Ramadan.

Religious Affairs
Minister Motiur Rahman
will preside over the meet-
ing at the Islamic

SEE PAGE 10 COL 6
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