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There are specific groups of people on whom Zakat should

be spent, as mentioned in the holy Qur'an.

Ever wondered how you can POOR PERSON PERSON OF EXTREME

POVERTY

get richer by giving? s eyt
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to pay Zakat, to perform Hajj and to observe fast during the month of
Ramadan.” (Bukhari)

As Muslims we hold fast to prayers, recite/read the Qur'an and
most people offer charity throughout the year. But perhaps we are
unaware of the importance of Zakat as the third pillar of our faith.
Most of us are seemingly confused as to the proper significance of

SO WHAT IS ZAKAT?

Zakat is an obligatory act ordained by } Zakat literally means 'to increase' in growth.
It also means blessing, purification and com-
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Allah to be performed by every able S, 1 of the minimum ownership If one gives a deserving person some
bﬂdtiﬂi glluﬁlil‘l;-l:;iﬂ A money as a gift, but makes the inten-
part of the we

and property that DIRECTLY INDIRECTLY
Muslims must pay It is not necessary to reveal (to Through an
annually, to help the whom Zakat is given) that the agency

poor of their com- cash or kind which is being

given to him is Zakat

munity.

Zakat is one of the Five Pillars of

this obligatory tax.

Islamic law dictates that every able Muslim give Zakat in the ord

of 2.5 percent on their 'excess’ property that they have possessed

a full, lunar calendar year. However, Zakat is also obligatory H
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cultural products, and livestock.
To be liable for zakat, one's wealth must amount to mor
threshold figure, termed the 'nisab’ To determine the 'nisab, th
two basic measures, either gold or silver. For gold, Zakat is paﬁe
it is over seven and a half 'bhori’. The 'nisab’ by the silver stan
21 ounces of silver (52.5 tola) or its equivalent in cash. Thus if some-
one holds equivalent to 52.5 bhori of silver, in cash, s/he must pay
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purifies the soul from sin. As Muslims we should embark upon a
journey that will educate us of the extensive topic that is Zakat and
seek Allah's blessing by following the right path.

By Mannan Mashhur Zarif

from which they can
derive profit.

The amount should be

Zakat ‘purifies’ its giver of
| free from debt.
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