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MAYA'S 13-YEAR JAIL FOR GGRAFT

SC scraps
acquittal

ASHUTOSH SARKAR

Relief and Disaster Management
Minister Mofazzal Hossain
Chowdhury Maya may face 13 years
of imprisonment on graft charges as
the Supreme Court yesterday
scrapped the High Court verdict that
cleared his name.

The apex court also ordered
rehearing the appeal Maya had filed
with the HC against the verdict of a lower court, which sen-
tenced him for illegally amassing wealth worth Tk 6.29
crore and concealing assets worth Tk 5.90 crore.

A three-member Appellate Division bench, led by Chief
Justice Surendra Kumar Sinha, passed the order in response

' to an Anti-Corruption Commission petition challenging
Family members hold up the pictures of their dear ones who have been missing since going on a treacherous journey | naya's acquittal.

forillegal migration to Malaysia in recent months. They gathered at the capital's NHRC office yesterday. SEE PAGE 11 COL 1
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since they, lured by traffickers, set out on ¢hjg regard. Even there's no official data on BPJP {;halrpersnn Khaleda SHAKHAWAT LITON
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2013 and April 15 this year to illegally sfthe missing people from across the coun-

[s Khaleda Zia doing politics going against the philosophy

migrate to Malaysia. try," said Mohammad Harun Al Rashid, Eil':kl?:”fﬂ? durlﬂg }E:mdzl]l?; and ideals of BNP founder General Ziaur Rahman by forg-
A Malaysia-based non-government regional coordinator of CARAM Asia. . E‘d ‘;115? 3?15 £ ing and maintaining electoral alliance with the anti-
organisation submitted a list of these traf- He was talking to The Daily Star after MERU.A s e liberation and fundamentalist force Jamaat-e-Islami?

Jamaat-e-Islami had
called a general strike then
to protest the conviction of

To find the answer, one must revisit the history of BNP.
Her reluctance to cut ties with Jamaat has a long, solid

ficking victims to the National Human handing over the list to Imam Uddin Kabir,
Rights Commission (NHRC) of Bangladesh  deputy director of the NHRC.

yesterday. Imam said they would first verify the | . il history. It goes back to General Zia - whose ascendancy to
CARAM Asia Bhd, the NGO working on  claims and then decide on further actions. llt; ; 1 Syt e Eﬂi ?-_Irh § power as a military strongman after the August 15, 1975
migrant rights, also asked the government Relatives of 12 of the missing people Y cnm‘:a‘s. n 9 bloody changeover was the beginning of the brightening
to trace and repatriate them. were present at the NHRC during handover SEEPAGE2 COL1  g,41re of the anti-liberation forces.
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Flood-hit
people face
drinking
water crisis

STAR REPORT

The need for drinking
water and food is growing
in the country's north and
northeast where flood has
forced thousands to move
to embankments and
roads.

Heavy rain over the last
few days has caused the
Jamuna, Brahmaputra,
Teesta, Dharla, and the
Dudhkumar to flow above
their danger levels at sev-
eral places.

With partial collapse of
embankments, water
rushed into low-lying areas
and vast chars and
devoured houses, schools
and other structures. A
huge area of cropland has
gone under water in the
flood-hit regions.
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areas went under water in the past 24 hours due to flash floods triggered by monsoon rain

and rise in water levels of the major rivers. Inset, people watch helplessly as the mighty '
Jamuna bursts its banks at Arjuna village in Tangail's Bhuapur. PHOTO: STAR E 5 g !
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Three shot dead |CROSS-BORDER VEHICLE MOVEMENT

Sylhet divisions are now
under threat as the flood

SEE PAGE2 COL 4
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Unknown assailants shot dead three activists of United
People’s Democratic Front (UPDF) at Sadar union of | Rgjaur Karim BYRON and M ABUL KALAM AZAD  tor Vehicles Agreement for the Regulation of

Longodu upazila yesterday morning.

The dead are Juddo Moni Chakma alias Amit, 32,
Rupomoy Chakma alias Sujay, 30, and Sumon Chakma, 25.

Protesting the killing, the UPDF called a half-day hartal
in the district for tomorrow:.

Locals said some UPDF men, including the three victims,
had gone to Bhaibonchhora area on Saturday for their
organisational activities.

Later, they went to the house of Juddo Moni and spent
the night there.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 6 |

Passenger, Personal, and Cargo Vehicular

Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal signa  Traffic with Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and

ment of people, cargo and personal vehicles early nextyear, according to sources. It's a shame when ruling

across the countries within the next few After the deal signing, Bhutanese Prime party men try to free an

years. Minister Tshering Tobgay will flag off a accused person by
The motor vehicle agreement will be vehicle that will run through Bhutan- harrir.adingarnad

inked in Thimphu, the capital of Bhutan, by Gowahati-S hilong-Sylhet-Benapole-
the transport ministers of the four South- Kolkata route to survey the road.
Asian countries. The other possible routes are: Thimphu-
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Implementatiﬂn of the treaty titled "Mo- SEEPAGE 11 COL 1l messssssssssssasssassassssmm |
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