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Tail of humpback whale, Husavik.
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The World of

Whales

hales capture our

imagination like no

other creature. Their size

is one reason why: for
example, the blue whale, at thirty
metres and 180 tons, is the largest
creature that ever lived on this planet.
Whales are warm-blooded mammals
and must breathe air to survive. A thick
layer of fat under their skin, called
blubber, protects them from the cold
of ocean depths.

Two centuries ago, hunting whales
was big business. Consumer items
such as soap, margarine, candles and
lamp oil were made from blubber and
other whale matter. With the advent of
electricity, modern technology and
cheap petroleum, whale-based
products declined. Helped by a
moratorium on hunting, the global
whale population, which had dropped
dramatically due to intense hunting in
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries,
saw a recovery in the twentieth century.

Today, a whale is a magnificent
being to be seen and admired, not
hunted.

Iceland, an island nation in the
North Atlantic (population: 300,000,
area: 40,000 square miles), is an
excellent place for watching whales. Of
the thirty-six species of whales in the
wortld, twenty-three can be seen in the
coastal waters of this island, eleven of
them frequently. Most of these whales
are migratory. During winter, they
travel to the southern hemisphere and
give birth; during summer they head
north to feed at the fish-rich northern
waters, including the waters around
Iceland.

Recently, while visiting Iceland, I
went to the north-eastern port of
Husavik, the whale-watching capital of
Iceland. Boats with whale-watchers
leave Husavik harbour everyday in
search of whales.

There are two types of boats for the
whale-watching trip. The slower
option, on a large and stable sailboat,
takes over four hours. Most of this time
1s spent reaching the whale hotspots
and returning from there. Another
option is a zodiac boat. It speeds
across the ocean to reach the hotspots
much faster.

When I opted for the fast boat, I had
no idea what a bumpy ride it would
be. The boat cut across the rough
waves, rising five to ten feet with each
wave and then dropping
instantaneously. Although it was a grey
and cold day there was, mercifully, no
rain.

Our boat slowed when we arrived at
the first whale area. We saw tantalizing
parts of a smaller minke whale and
waited in vain for it to surface for
breathing. After several minutes we
moved to a different spot. We waited
another fifteen minutes without any
luck. Then we saw two stationary
sailboats in the distance, full of tourists
and sped to join them.

As we came close, a giant spout - a
vertical column of warm air that the
whale expels while breathing - rose
from the water. Soon the whale was
swimming across the ocean. As it
dived, it splashed the flukes of its tails,
The tail was black outside with a white
pattern inside. This pattern is like a
fingerprint - each humpback whale
has a unique one.

We stayed in the area and saw a
second whale (with a different tail
pattern.) It swam close by and seemed
to enjoy showing off for the tourists.
Then, with a flick of the tail, it was
gone. A third whale also appeared and
disappeared. We waited for more - but
one of the most memorable events of
my life was over.

www.facebook.com/tangents.ikabir

7 cops hurt in attack

Dinajpur villagers try to snatch criminal

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Seven policemen were injured as family
members and villagers attacked them to
snatch an alleged criminal in Birganj
upazila of Dinajpur on Thursday night.
Sub-inspectors Nazmul Hossain, 39,
Jahangir Alam, 32, Gabur Ali, 52, Uttam
Kumar, 33, Mosiur Rahman, and Provat
Chandra Roy, 42; and constable Mozammel
Haque, 37, of Birganj Police Station took
treatment at the upazila health complex.
They were assaulted around 9:00pm at

College intersection while Alamgir Hossain,
35, son of Nur Islam, was being brought to
the police station, said Officer-in-Charge
Jahangir Hossain.

Before the attack, some villagers were
incited by the family members of the
arrestee, said SI Gabur Ali.

Additional police personnel rescued
their colleagues, said the OC.

Alamgir, an accused of multiple cases
filed for stealing motorbikes, however,
could not be snatched, he said.
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BNP terms

budget
unrealistic

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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BNP yesterday termed
“imaginary and unrealistic”
the Tk 2,95,100 crore bud-
get proposed on Thursday.

At a press conference at
BNP's Nayapaltan head-
quarters, Spokesperson
Asaduzzaman Ripon said
without democracy budgets
cannot be implemented for
investors' fears can not be
allayed and that banks
would be in trouble as the
government plans covering
the Tk 86,657 crore deficit
with loans.

Asaduzzaman also lam-
basted Mubhith for not stat-
ing how the goals would be
achieved. He demanded
cancelling the decision to
reduce agricultural subsidy
and imposing VAT on pri-
vate medical colleges.
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Have patience to see

deal for Teesta water
Foreign Minister AH Mahmood Ali tells press

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Urging all to have patience for getting a con-
crete outcome on the long-pending Teesta
water sharing deal, Foreign Minister AH
Mahmood Ali yesterday said the issue was
being discussed with India behind the scene.

“Discussion is underway behind your eyes.
You will not see what we are doing because
diplomacy does not take place in public,” he
said in response to a volley of questions at a
press conference at the foreign ministry.

Ali said West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee's visit indicated that dis-
cussion on Teesta was going on.

Asked whether he was disappointed as
the deal will not be signed during Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Mod's visit, he
said, "No. It is an ongoing process. You will
know once results are there."

The minister, who was briefing on the
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Mild to moderate heat wave may continue to sweep over Dhaka, Rajshahi, Rangpur and Khulna
divisions. Day and night temperatures may remain nearly unchanged over the country. The sun sets
in the capital today at 6:44pm and rises tomorrow at 05:10am. Country's highest tempera-
ture 39.4 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday in Jessore and lowest 26.2 in Rangamati.

visit, also said Bangladesh would mainly -
' f 15 " . . £ STAFF CORRESPONDENT
focus on connectivity. “Work is on to build .

. National spokesperson of the
. Bharatiya Janata Party M]
minister's vision to make poverty-free integrated .

South Asia." He said Bangladesh is working to | of Bangladesh's incumbent

' government against terrorism
Foreign Secretary Md Shahidul Haque .

said there would be focus on boosting ' that prompted Indians to

' unanimously ratify the land
. boundary agreement.

Jaishankar at a press briefing in New Delhi °
yesterday termed Bangladesh an "excep- -
. which it has similar land dis-
. putes, he said, “We've no prob-
two neighbours consolidate and deepen -

South Asia as an integrated region.”
“This (connectivity) is part of our prime

get 600MW more power from India.

regional trade.
Meanwhile, Indian Foreign Secretary S

tional neighbour" and said Modi's "his-
toric" visit to that country would help the

cooperation in key areas of power, energy,

was expected to be signed in a "few weeks".

Welcoming Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi to the country, Bangladesh Mess Sangha forms a human chain in front

of Jatiya Press Club in the capital yesterday demanding an end to killing of Bangladeshis in border areas.
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LAND BOUNDARY DEAL
Anti-terrorism
stand of Dhaka
prompted Indian

ratification
Says BJP spokesperson
M] Akbar

Akbar yesterday said the fight

was one of the major reasons

While explaining Indian's
perspective on Pakistan, with

lem with Pakistan's demograph-

. ics. Our Problem is Pakistan
and connectivity. Talking about the
Bangladesh-Bhutan-India-Nepal (BBIN) -
Motor Vehicle Agreement, Jaishankar said it .

supports state-terrorisim, That is
thebigproblem.”
Praising the present leader-

* ship for its role against terror-
- ism, he said, “Bangladesh has
. even repeated evidence of coop-
' eration in this critical matter
. [terrorism]. It is the reason
. which has changed the public
+ opinion throughoutIndia.”

He was addressing a

. roundtable titled "Indian
* Prime Minister's Visit and
. Bangladesh's Expectation”,
- organised by the daily Bhorer
- Kagoz and the Debate for
. Democracyin the capital.

State Minister for Foreign

- Affairs M Shahriar Alam said
. easy visa facilities were a
" major expectation. Buses
- would run without passen-
. gers if getting visas is not
: made easier, he said.

“We may have a small

. economy but in many sectors,
* we are equal to India and in
. some cases we've surpassed
" India,” he said, adding that
+ portraying India as the con-
. trolling force would only
" hinder progress.

Mohammad Moinul

. Haque, president of
" Bangladesh unit of India-
- Bangladesh Enclaves Exchange
. Coordination Committee, on
* behalf of the residents of the
- enclaves, expressed gratitude to
. the prime ministers of both
© countries.

Double blow for
CMCH patients

Power cut along with heat
wave increases suffering

ARUN BIKASH DEY, Cie

CITY DESK

Appeal for help

Patients of Chittagong Medical College Hospital have been
suffering for two days due to a power outage at the hospital.
The hospital's transformer exploded Thursday afternoon
leaving most of the wards without power.

The 1,313-bed CMCH usually accommodates over 2,000
patients daily most of whom were deprived of treatment on
Thursday and yesterday, said sources.

Contacted, Brig Gen Khondakar Shahidul Ghani, direc-
tor of the hospital, said they are supplying power to vital
departments, including the operation theatre and ICU,
through generators and an alternative power supply.

He added that they were repairing the 60-year-old trans-
former but this could take two more days at the maximum.

Kiran Bala Devi, a 75-year old woman, who was admitted
to the nephrology ward of the hospital a week ago, could
not be given dialysis on Thursday due to the power cut, said

herson Ranadhir Debnath.

Uranta Chakma, a six-year-old boy, was crying inces-
santly from the heat yesterday afternoon. "My wife and I
tried to elevate his suffering with a hand-held fan but it was
not of much help," said Uranta's father Mong Ela Chakma.

Seema Rani Dey was seen walking up and down the hos-
pital's hallway carrying her eight-year-old son who refused

to stay in his bed in the heat.

Moreover, the power cut also affected the hospital's water
supply forcing patients to buy water from outside.

diagnosed.

the leg

bleeding disorder caused by
deficiency of clotting factor,
since his childhood.

He has to receive blood at
least three times a month.
Moreover, he fractured his
right leg in a road accident
four years ago and had to
spend Tk 5 lakh for the
treatment. Recently, infection
and swelling on the fractured
point of the leg has been

A Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujib Medical University
doctor advised that he
should undergo a surgery on
with extra care, which
will cost Tk 3.5 lakh.

As Liton alone cannot
afford it, he sought financial
help from the affluent of the
society to save him from the
double blow. Aid can be sent
to Md Liton, A/C No-74657,
Pubali Bank, Asad Avenue
Branch; bKash A/C No-
01872233048,

Md Liton,
39, an egg

seller in
Dhaka, has
been suffer-

ing from STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Manna's release demanded

haemo-
philia A, a

allegation against him.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Nagorik Oikya at a discussion yesterday demanded
immediate release of its convener Mahmudur Rahman
Manna, saying the government could not prove any

Nagorik Oikya organised the event at Jatiya Press Club
marking its third founding anneversary. Jatiya Samajtantrik
Dal President ASM Abdur Rab said the government had
Manna arrested as he told the truth about its corruption and
irregularities. Referring to the prime minister, he said, "You
will have to stand on trial, if you do not prove the allegations
against Manna." Prof Asif Nazrul of Dhaka University and SM
Akram of Nagorik Oikya were also present.

Grameen Uniqlo to open 3 more stores

this month.

Adivasis want
sufficient budget

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Adibashi Union yester-
day demanded sufficient budget
allocations for economic develop-
ment, industrialisation, and agri-
cultural advancement in both the
plain lands and hilly regions popu-
lated by indigenous people.

Holding a rally on Dhaka
University campus, it also
demanded constitutional rights and
punishment for those who killed,
raped, and persecuted Adivasis.

The Union leaders said most of
the 50 lakh people from more
than 45 indigenous communities
living in Bangladesh were poor
and deprived of education and
healthcare.

Leftist leaders Manzurul
Ahsan Khan, Fazle Hossain
Badsha, Awami League's Chhabi
Biswas, economist Prof MM
Akash, and President of Adibashi
Union Khogendra Hajong
addressed the rally.
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Bangladesh Adivasi Union stages a rally at the TSC of Dhaka Uni
budget allocations for economic development, industrialisation, and agriculture in both plain lands and
hilly regions populated by the indigenous people.

versity yesterday demanding sufficient
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Journo Mahbubul

and London and as
Bangladeshi ambassador to
Bhutan. He was also man-
aging director and chief
editor of Bangladesh
Sangbad Sangstha. In 2006,
he became an adviser to the
caretaker government.
Mahbubul was also the
president of the Newspaper
Owners Association of
Bangladesh for quite some
time. A doa mahfil will be
held at his village in
Munshiganj today.

Import duty

The duty on raw sugar is Tk
20,000 per tonne while on
refined sugar Tk 4,500. The
proposed minimum tax
increase irrespective of place
of residence is Tk 4,000.
Presently, taxpayers living in
cities pay Tk 3,000, in dis-
trict municipalities Tk 2,000
and in suburbs Tk 1,000.
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this correspondent.

were exempted on April 8.

Tawfig told The Daily Star that his uncle Liakat Ullah,
48, of Enayet Nagar village under Matlab upazila in
Chandpur was hacked to death on May 10, 2012.

He filed the case with Matlab Police Station (North)
on May 11, 2012 against 16 people.

The investigation officer submitted the charge sheet to
a magistrate court on March 6, 2013 against 19 people.

Contacted over phone, the judge refused to talk with

Grameen Uniqlo, a social business enterprise of Japan's
Fast Retailing, plans to open three more stores in Dhaka

The clothing retailer, which already has nine outlets in
the capital and plans to expand business across the coun-
try within three years, yesterday forged a partnership
with singer and actor Tahsan Khan to be their "celebrity
partner” for a year. Onishi Suhei, acting chief operating
officer of Grameen Uniqglo, and Akari Yuki, its director
for merchandise and planning, also attended the deal
signing ceremony at The Daily Star Centre in the capital.

SEE PHOTO ONLINE

Foul play suspected

might have been due to poisoning. Sourav's brother Masum
Hossain told The Daily Star that Souray, also a Biman
Bangladesh Airlines cabin crew, left his Mohammadpur
residence on Thursday morning with Tk 2 lakh meant for
SI Mahbubur Rahman of Gulshan Police Station.

Mahbubur had been demanding that Sourav return the
Tk 13 lakh the former invested in the latter's cosmetic's shop
in Pink City around one and a half months ago, said
Masum, adding that Tk 2 lakh had already been returned.

Confirming this, the SI said Sourav never reached him
with the money. If the autopsy report suggests foul play, the
case will be converted to that of murder, Officer-in-Charge
Abu Bakar Siddique told The Daily Star.

CJ starts probe into



