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ashfi Saber is a consultant for the
KWﬂr!d Bank. To her the CIMA
W qualification is probably one of

the best investments she has ever
made. "The CIMA qualification acts like
a ticket to the corporate world,"
explains Kashfi. "This qualification is
like an investment which is globally
recognised and has helped me build
my knowledge and develop skills on
decision making, resource allocation
and management accounting."

CIMA is a global professional
qualification. People studying CIMA
understand the business context of
developed countries and can translate it
into the context of our market, adds
Kashfi. "Students who are already
studying accounting and finance in
universities will have an advantage in
terms of finding the exams easier than
those who are not studying finance,"
she says. "The syllabus of this
qualification is such that it builds on
what is covered in universities and then
goes on to take it to a different level,
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“As many know, the
Chinese expression for
"crisis" consists of two

characters side by side. The

first is the symbol for

"danger," the second the
symbol for “opportumty”

) ) THIS QUALIFICATION IS
LIKE AN INVESTMENT WHICH 1S
GLOBALLY RECOGNISED AND HAS
HELPED ME BUILD MY KNOWLEDGE
AND DEVELOP SKILLS ON DECISION
MAKING, RESOURCE ALLOCATION

AND MANAGEMENT
ACCOUNTING. @ &

which is what makes the qualification
what it is."

Kashfi feels that companies in
Bangladesh should motivate young
employees to go for CIMA by making it
mandatory for everyone to study for a
professional qualification if they want to
move up the corporate ladder. "The
companies must think about sponsoring
it (full/partial) and give the students
study leave before the exams," she says.
"The companies need to realise that this
qualification opens up the doors for a
great local/international career as CIMA
members are a small identified group of
professionals highly desired by the
business community globally."
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Kashfi Saber

“Global
warming is
not a
conqueror

~ before - but

- a challenge
to rise to. A
challenge
we must rise

to.”

Chartered Institute of
Management Accountants

m 8 ®m & W 8 S W 8 ™ 8 N S S ®W S ™ S N S S S 8 . S N S E N S R W

| ENDEAVOUR |

CIMA

y. -
R " ! -br-.'- = -._l-._;i.__-"_ —

“Whether humans are

———

responsible for the bulk of
climate change is going to
be left to the scientists, but
it's all of our responsibility
to leave this planet in better

shape for the future
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generations than we found

HERITAGE"

nce upon a time, Buriganga was
a river of fresh, crystal clear
water, bustling with trading

vessels from different parts of the world.
Rich merchants used to sail along this
river to trade their merchandise in
Dhaka, a city of fortune for them.
Thousands of immigrants and travellers
used to come to this rich city in search of
a better living. However, Dhaka, with its
many caravansaries, always welcomed
these guests with warm hospitality. A
symbol of those glory days of Dhaka is
still standing in a grungy part of the city—
Bara Katra.

It was designed and built by Abul
Qasim being ordered by Mughal Prince
Shah Shuja, the then governor of Bengal
and the second son of the then Mughal
Emperor Shah Jahan. Legend says, one
day Prince Shuja decided to build a large
caravansary in the city. But he did not
like the traditional design of

JUAKAS CARAVANSARY
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caravansaries which were just like cheap
hotels. He called on his chief architect
Abul Qasim and told him that he wanted
a lavish palace built for him by the river
Buriganga.

Abul Qasim spent all his engineering
geniuses to build the palace whose
southern wing was extended along the
river. At that time the river used to flow
just beside the Bara Katra. In 1641, when
the palace was finally completed, Shah
Shuja declared that he actually built the
palace as a caravansary for the travellers,
immigrants and merchants all of whom
would get free food and accommodation
here. A stone inscription was found on a
wall of the palace which says,

“Sultan Shah Shuja, spent his life in
charity and hospitality. Being ordered by
this most benevolent ruler, Abul Qasim
Tubba Hossaini erected this auspicious
building. Twenty two shops have been
attached with this building to bear its
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An etching Bara Katra by Sir Charles D'Oyly in 1823,

maintenance cost. All the travellers
residing in this building will be served
completely free of cost. If anybody breaks
this deed, he should fear the wrath of
Allah in the judgment day.”

Bara Katra, which means the big,
colonnaded building, is a superb mixture
of central Asian and Mughal architecture.
The building is divided into two storied
southern wing and northern wing which
enclosed a quadrangular colonnaded
central courtyard that housed the 22
shops. Each wing housed 22 living
apartments for the guests. Two gateways
were built in the northern and southern
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wing. The southern gateway itself is a
three storied structure with a central
archway which used to provide direct
access to the courtyard from the city. The
white plastered walls of the building
were decorated with intricate floral
patterns.

However, most of this marvellous
structure has been destroyed over time.
The still existing part of this building has
been occupied by unauthorised
establishments. Department of
archaeology should take steps to preserve
this one of the last symbols of Dhaka's
glorious past.
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