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Rokeya Akter and her daughter Sabikun Nahar, lying in bed, at Dhaka Medical College Hospital yesterday. Sabikun's ex-
husband Daulat hurled acid on the two at Charmandailia of Monohardi in Narsingdi on Friday. Months after their mar-
riage, Daulat and his parents began torturing Sabikun for dowry, which eventually led to divorce five years ago. Daulat
had recently been trying to get Sabikun back but she refused him.
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ROHINGYA RESCUE

US patrol flights get Thai nod

THE NATION

Thailand has granted permission to
the United States to fly its planes over
Thai territorial waters to search and
rescue boat people in the Indian
Ocean, Foreign Minister Tanasak
Patimapragorn said yesterday.

"This morning, the US aircraft flew
together with our Air Force for the
mission," Tanasak said.

"At the request of Washington,

Deputy Prime Minister Prawit
Wongsuwan granted permission and |
have already conveyed the message to
the US charge d'affaires, W Patrick
Murphy," he said.

The US welcomed the decision.
Murphy told reporters that initially
Thailand had allowed the US to con-
tinue the operation until June 11.

"We are now flying from Malaysia;
further options [using bases in
Thailand]| were being discussed with

Thai authority,” he said. "The opera-
tion is maritime surveillance, not for
search and rescue purposes. The US
offered governments in the region the
operation to inspect the situation of
irregular migrants in the Andaman
Sea," he added.

Since early this week, the US Navy
has been conducting daily maritime
surveillance flights out of Subang,
Malaysia, to locate boats carrying
migrants.

NEWS

DHAKA SUNDAY MAY 31, 2015

'EXTORTING MONEY FROM VYOMAN'
5 Mymensingh
cops closed

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Five police officials in Mymensingh
have been closed after they allegedly
extorted money from the wife of a
Dubai expatriate.

The closed policemen are Sub-
inspector Jahidul Islam, assistant Sub-
inspectors Ziaur Rahman, Rezaul Karim,
Iman Ali and Aynul Haque of Muktagacha
Police Station. They were closed to
Mymensingh Police Lines on Friday.

A police team led by SI Jahidul and
the four ASIs raided the house of the
Dubai expatriate in Laxmikhola area in
Muktagacha upazila headquarters
early Monday.

They accused the woman of having a
relationship with one of the cousins of her
husband, said Rumi Das, president of
Bangladesh Mohila Parishad Muktagacha
unit, quoting the victim's family.

The law enforcers then forced the
woman, a mother of three, to sit beside
her husband's cousin closely and took
several pictures. They then threatened to
upload the photos on the internet unless
she gave them Tk 2 lakh, locals alleged.

The police team also ransacked the
house, they alleged.

The helpless woman paid Tk 20,000
to the team instantly, but they took her
husband's cousin to the police station.
Later, he was released from the police
station after giving the police team Tk
30,000 more, said the locals.

Despite repeated attempts, this
correspondent could not contact the
woman for her comments.

Abu Ahmed Al Mamun, additional
superintendent of police in
Mymensingh, said he investigated the
incident and found that some allega-
tions against the policemen were true.
He said departmental action would be
taken against them.

Kamal Hossain, officer-in-charge of
Muktagacha Police Station, said the
policemen were closed following
newspaper reports and a complaint to
the Mohila Parishad by the victim.

The police official admitted that the
police teamn went to the house of the
expatriate, but denied that the police-
men took any money from the woman.

Contacted, SI Jahidul also denied
taking any money from the woman.

Teenager's body
recovered

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police recovered a bullet-hit body of
a teenager from the house of a
Bangladesh Chhatra League leader in
the city's Madhya Badda yesterday.

The body of Emon, 16, was found
at the house of SM Rabiul Islam
Sohel, president of Dhaka Uttar
Mahanagar BCL, at Chowrangir Goli
around 7:00pm, Abdul Jashim, offi-
cer-in-charge of Badda Police Station,
told The Daily Star.

Law enforcers also recovered a
revolver beside the body of the vic-
tim, the OC said.

Gaining from others' pain
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local politicians and uses philan-
thropy to mask his illegal activities by
donating generously to religious bod-
ies and NGOs in Penang.

“We are working on how these two
set up links with an international
human trafficking syndicate,” said a
source. He added that armed assailants
working for the traffickers posed as
military personnel to avoid detection
by military staff patrolling the border.

The noose closed on the traffickers
two years ago after the authorities
obtained information from local
“tontos” who were the hired hands
and from illegal immigrants in deten-
tion, said the sources.

They said the philanthropist and
businessman used to hire locals to
smuggle diesel, rice and other items
into and out of Thailand.

They later moved on to human traf-
ficking because the returns were better,
especially since the pick-up points
along the border were manned by Thai
syndicate members linked to them.

One pick-up point was two and a
half hours' walk from the campsites
where the mass graves were discovered
in Bukit Burma and another was two
days' walk to Padang Besar through a
sugarcane plantation.

The sources said the illegal
Rohingyas and Bangladeshis were
forced to pay a fee of RM7,000 each to
armed Thais of the international syn-
dicate when they arrived at the border.
Those who failed to do so were killed
or left behind to starve,

The Thais keep between RM1,000
and RM 1,500 per head and pass on the

balance to Malaysians linked to the
George Town businessman.

Tontos hired by the businessman to
transport the trafficking victims to
Penang and Sungai Petani get RM 100
per immigrant,

Some of the balance money is used
to bribe enforcement authorities and
the rest go the masterminds.

The sources said the tontos were
mostly jobless youths facing financial
difficulties after leaving their homes in
Kuala Perlis or Padang Besar. A tonto
can earn up to RM1,500 each trip by
squeezing 15 immigrants into one
van.

Since the discovery of the mass
graves on both sides of the border,
sources said those arrested were only
the small fry and the real sharks with
links to the syndicate were still free.

It has been difficult to zero in on the
culprits because the tontos were given
a different mobile phone SIM card
each trip, destroying the used card
once they dropped off the illegal
migrant.

They added that some illegals were
sent to work as cheap labour on con-
struction sites while others were sent to
the Burmese colony in Kuala Perlis to
be traded.

On May 16, at 10:15am, a team of
officers from General Operations
Force found a camp with four men
along the border, The four foreigners
fled but the police seized army
fatigues, food, a Vietnamese interna-
tional passport and a hammock.

Sources said the four were believed
to be armed assailants of the traffick-
ing syndicate.

700 rescued to be taken
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in the hull of a vessel on Friday morn-
ing in the Irrawaddy delta region with
state media reporting that 50 passen-
gers had perished before they were
rescued.

It is the latest boat to have been
discovered as the region battles a
migrant crisis that has erupted since
the start of May, leaving around 3,500
people on Thai, Malaysian and
Indonesia soil and an estimated 2,500
more stranded at sea.

The majority of those fleeing to the
three countries are persecuted
Rohingya Muslims from Myanmar's
western Rakhine state or people escap-
ing poverty in neighbouring
Bangladesh.

A local official said the group dis-
covered Friday had been taken to
Thamee Hla Island in the Irrawaddy
delta region by the navy, ahead of their
transfer to Rakhine.

Buddhist-majority Myanmar does
not recognise the Rohingya as an
indigenous ethnic group and officials
routinely refer to them as "Bengalis"
from across the border.

"They will be taken to Rakhine State
near Bangladesh tomorrow or the day
after,” Myo Win, a local official from
Haigyi Island, which is close to where
the navy towed the boat on Saturday,
told AFP.

"As these people came from
Bangladesh, we will take them back to
Rakhine State because it's close (to the
border)," he added, referring to the
western state.

Earlier this month Myanmar's navy
found more than 200 bare-chested
men in the hull of a wooden, Thai-
registered fishing vessel.

Myanmar insisted all but eight of
those found on that boat were
Bangladeshi nationals and vowed to
deport them there.

OWNER ARRESTED

A Thai national who allegedly owned a
boat that was recently discovered by
the Myanmar navy crammed with
more than 200 migrants has been
arrested, state media said Saturday.

The 53-year-old man was detained
in the country's biggest city Yangon,
the Global New Light of Myanmar
reported, adding that his capture was
made after authorities exchanged
"information with Thai police".

"He was said to have contacted
human trafficking gangs in Bangladesh
and trafficked people into Thailand and
Malaysia," the paper said.

Unlearn
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In a new study, researchers were able
to significantly reduce prejudice in
those who underwent the unique
type of training while snoozing.

The findings confirm the idea that
sleep provides an opportunity to
access deep-rooted beliefs, such as
prejudices, that we may not even
know we have.

Xiaoqing Hu, who led the study at
Northwestern University, said that
even he was surprised by the results.

"The usual expectation is that a
brief, one-time intervention is not
strong enough to have a lasting influ-
ence,' he said.

'It might be better to use repeated
sessions and more extensive training.
But our results show how learning,
even this type of learning, depends
on sleep.'

Earlier studies by the Northwestern
researchers have revealed memory
reactivation during sleep.

Generally, participants first heard
distinctive sounds during a learning ses-
sion. A short period of sleep came next.

After people woke up, what they
could remember was changed if
learning-related sounds were pre-
sented during sleep.

Man dies
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After returning home from duty
around 11:00am Thursday, Mosharraf
said, his father got a call from Jalil
who asked him to go to the office,

Since then, the family members
could not contact him. Every time
they called Ishak over the phone,
someone kept replying that he was at
work, Mosharraf alleged.

On Friday morning, they called the
supervisor, who told them to contact
Kotwali Police Station, he said.

“We rushed to the police station at
10:30am [Friday| and saw my father
inside a cell. But police did not allow
us to talk to him. When we contacted
the duty officer, she said they did not
arrest anyone named Ishak Mia.
When we told her that we saw him
inside a cell, she asked us to talk to SI
Masud,” said Mosharraf who along
with Shawkat Ali, son-in-law of the
victim, went to the police station.

SI Masud also said they did not
arrest anyone named Ishak, he
added.

When the duo went to the police
station the next morning to give
Ishak some food, they were informed
that Ishak committed suicide by
hanging himself.

“As we tried to inform our relatives
about the death over the mobile
phone, police seized our phones and
detained us until 2:00pm. In the mean-
time, they prepared a case against him
[Ishak],” Shawkat claimed.

Mosharraf said they would file a
case against the company.

OC Jasimuddin, however, denied
all the allegations.

The body was sent to Chittagong
Medical College Hospital.

Executive Magistrate Rajib-ul-
Ahashan, who prepared the inquest
(Surathal) report of the body, said
the body bore injury marks in the
throat, forehead and chest.

“The exact cause of the death
could be known after an autopsy,”
said the magistrate.

Mizanur Rahman, additional
deputy commissioner (South Zone)
of CMP, said two probe committees
were formed to investigate the matter.

UN chiet
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Integrated Stabilization Mission in
Mali (Minusma).

Ban called on the Malian authori-
ties to swiftly and thoroughly investi-
gate the incident and bring the perpe-
trators to justice, according to a state-
ment of spokesman for the secretary-
general on May 28.

The UN chief also expressed his
sincere condolences to the family of
the victim and the government of
Bangladesh. He also wished the
injured peacekeeper a quick recovery.

Ban reaffirmed the willingness of
Minusma to cooperate closely with
the Malian authorities in this effort.

Bangladeshi soldier Nilkanto
Hajong was killed and another sol-
dier Sirajul Islam was wounded as
armed men opened fire on a UN
vehicle of Bangladesh transport con-
tingent in Bamako, Mali, on May 25.

The body of Nilkanto was yet to
arrive in Bangladesh.

Asked when the body may arrive,
an official of the Inter-Service Public
Relations Directorate told The Daily
Star yesterday that the process of
bringing back the body was underway
and it would be brought home soon.

Condition of Sirajul was good and
he was improving, the official added.

'He's not their son'
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office yesterday, citing their Jakarta
colleagues.

Sabbir Hasan and his friend
Ishtiaque Bin Mahmud Udoy, both
students of Ahsanullah University of
Science and Technology in Dhaka,
went on a trip to St Martins along with
32 fellow students in April last year to
celebrate the Bangla New Year.

The joyful trip took a tragic turn
when six of the students drowned in
the sea on April 14. Four bodies were
recovered but those of Sabbir and
Udoy could not be found.

Around 14 months after the inci-
dent when Sabbir's parents saw an AFP
photograph in a newspaper on May 11,
they claimed that their son was alive
and kept in an illegal migrant camp in

Aceh, Indonesia.

"That's our son, we are sure about
it," Hasanur Rahman, father of miss-
ing Sabbir Hasan, said pointing at a
youth in a photograph of the migrants.
He was talking to The Daily Star on
Thursday.

Following the claim, AFP journal-
ists in Jakarta on request from its
Dhaka office travelled long distance to
verify the youth's identity.

In a Facebook status yesterday,
Shafiqul Alam, Bangladesh bureau
chief at AFP, says, “Sorry to say, our
photographer in Aceh has confirmed
that the young man thought to be the
long missing engineering student is
not Sabbir Hassan. He is Abdul Hakim
from Cox's Bazar. I've interviewed him
and his friend Mizanur Rahman!”

Pass rates up
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pass rate has risen to 90.2 percent from
last year's 89.25 percent. The rate is
83.01 percent in technical board. It was
81.97 percent the previous year.

The number of GPA-5 achievers has
also increased in technical board. But, the
case is not the same with madrasa board.

This year, the average rate of success
in the eight general education boards
has fallen to 86.72 percent from 92.67
percent last year.

The overall pass rate stands at §7.04
percent, which is 4.3 percent lower
than last year's.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and
Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid
have blamed the countrywide political
unrest during the examinations for the
deteriorated results.

When reporters yesterday asked
Nahid at his office then how did the
students under madrasa and technical
boards did better than last year, he did
not give a direct answer,

But he said, “The results show that
they have done well. We had nothing
to do with the results.”

Under madrasa board, 254,622
examinees took their Dakhil exams
from 9,135 institutions this year. Of
them, 229,666 students have passed.

Atotal of 11,338 students, including
4040 girls, have achieved GPA-5 where

the numberwas 14,013 last year.

Darunnazat Siddikia Kamil
Madrasah of Demra in Dhaka topped
the list of this year's 20 best-
performing institutions under
madrasa board.

Under technical board, 110,289
students sat for their SSC (vocational)
exams from 2090 institutions. Of
them, 91,547 have cleared the tests.

The board is showing a steady rise in
year-by-year success rate.

This year's the rate is 83.01 percent. It
was 81.97 percent last year, 81.13 per-
centin 2013 and 80.69 percentin 2012,

A total of 6,932 students, including
2698 girls, secured GPA-5 this year. The
numberwas 5,950 last year.

The government has been putting
much emphasis on technical educa-
tion for the last few years and the
steady improvement in results reflects
the government efforts, according to
education ministry officials.

Five institutions, run by the
Underprivileged Children's Educational
Programs, UCEP-Bangladesh, hold the
top five positions in the list of this year's
20 best-performing institutions under
technical board.

UCEP-Rajshahi Technical School
topped the list.

UCEP-Bangladesh works with the
distressed urban working children.

[t's like fall of Berlin Wall
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Land Boundary Agreement.

This means Mamata will travel to
Dhaka from Kolkata separately, not
with Modi who will fly in from Delhi
onjuneo6.

On Friday, Raj Chengappa, editor-
in-chief of the Tribune Group of
Newspapers, took Modi's interview on
completion of his one year in office.

Chengappa asked him, "You are
visiting Bangladesh next week after
resolving the border issue. Will there also
be a deal on the sharing of Teesta waters?

In response, Modi said, “We had
settled the long pending land bound-
ary issues with Bangladesh by taking
all parties into confidence.

"The entire mood of our neigh-
bourhood has changed dramati-
cally because of our message of
shared prosperity being imple-
mented on the ground. Mine is
practical and outcome-based diplo-
macy," he said.

Modi, however, didn't reply to the
question on Teesta water-sharing.

On his first state visit to Bangladesh,
the Indian PM will hold talks with his
Bangladesh counterpart Sheikh
Hasina and also call on President
Abdul Hamid.

Earlier this month, the Indian par-

liament unanimously passed a consti-
tution amendment bill to ratify the
Land Boundary Agreement with
Bangladesh, paving the way for its
implementation that has been pend-
ing for 41 years.

The legislation would
operationalise the 1974 India-
Bangladesh Land Boundary
Agreement that provides for exchange
of 161 enclaves adversely held by the
two countries.

MAMATATO VISIT DHAKA

Talking to reporters at the state secre-
tariat in Kolkata yesterday, Mamata
said, "I will be reaching Bangladesh on
June 5 and will be back on June 6 after
the signing of the Land boundary
Agreement.”

On May 28, Partha Chatterjee, edu-
cation and parliamentary affairs minis-
ter of West Bengal, said Mamata would
accompany Modi on his Dhaka trip.

In September 2011, the much-
talked-about Teesta water-sharing deal
fell through due to opposition from
Mamata. She refrained from joining
the then Indian PM Manmohan Singh
in his Bangladesh visit.

Originating from Sikkim, the Teesta
enters Bangladesh through Jalpaiguri
in West Bengal and meets the
Brahmaputra.

Rural schools
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86.72 percent students passed in eight
general education boards.
RURALSCHOOLS FALL BEHIND

The list of top-20 institutions under
each board, prepared by the education
ministry on the basis of the results,
shows the urban schools, particularly
those in the metropolitan cities, are
the best.

And most of the 1, 47,278 students
who failed are from the rural schools,
sources in the boards said.

Of the top 160 institutions under
the eight general education boards, 97
are either state-run or specialised insti-
tutions considered the best in the
districts with most of their students
coming from well-off families.

Most of the remaining ones are
either in district or upazila headquar-
ters.

The highest pass rate in the capital is
94,14 percent while the lowest is 81.98
in Sariatpur under Dhaka Board. Of
the 36,801 students who got GPA-5
under Dhaka board, 18,462 are from
Dhaka metropolitan area.

Noted educationist Syed
Manzoorul Islam said there was less
investment in rural schools which is
why quality teachers are not willing to
work there. "That is why rural schools
are not doing well."

He suggested the government allo-
cate more money for education, espe-
cially in rural education, to make sure
that trained and quality teachers stay
in rural areas.

However, Education Minister Nurul
[slam Nahid said the schools in rural
areas were gradually doing better. "It is
a long process. There was a time when
schools had a lack of students, but now
we have been able to take children to
schools and retain them."

GIRLS LAGGING BEHIND

This year, 11, 08,683 students took the
SSC exams under the eight general
education boards -- 5,60,321 girls and
5,48,362 boys.

Of the 9,61,405 students that
passed, 4, 83,470 are girls (86.28 per-
cent) and 4,77,935 boys (87.16 per-
cent).

The male students also dominated
the highest grades (GPA-5) under all
the education boards. Of the 93,631
GPA-5 achievers, 44,793 are girls and
48,838 boys.

Last year, 5, 51,972 girls took the
exam and their pass rate was 92.12
percent. The number of boys taking
the test was 5, 35, 898, with 93.24
percent success rate.

Among the 1, 22,313 GPA-5 achiev-
ers in 2014, 57,899 were girls and
64,414 boys.

Manzoorul Islam, who is a profes-

sor of English at Dhaka University, said
there is no discrimination between

boys and girls regarding school admis-
sion. But since girls usually do a lot of
household work, they might not be
able to beat boys.

SCIENCE TAKES THE LEAD

A total of 3, 21,214 science students
took the exams under the eight boards.
Of them, 3, 09, 495 passed the test
(96.35 percent) with 86,275 students
achieving GPA-5.

From humanities group, highest 4,
29, 302 students took the test. Of
them, 3, 40, 539 passed (79.32 pert-
cent) and only 1,207 got GPA-5.

As many as 3, 58,167 students sat for
the exam from business studies with
3,11,371 coming out successful (86.93
percent) and 6,149 getting GPA-5.

Regional efforts
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Organisation (FAQ), Hasina said nearly
805 million people out of 7.3 billion on
the earth suffer from malnutrition. One
in every nine is not getting required
quantity of food and out of them 791
million hungry people live in the devel-
oping countries and 276.4 million in
the South Asia region alone, she said.

The PM said food security does not
depend only on production of food
grains. Ensuring food for all is a com-
plex task as a host of factors like pov-
erty, flawed economic and distribution
system, conflict, over population, food
and agricultural policy, climate change
etc. influence the availability of food.

Hasina said only %30 billion is
required per annum to eradicate pov-
erty from the earth. According to a
2012 calculation, this expenditure is
equal to 8 days' cost of US military
budget.

The world spent about $1.76 tril-
lion for military defence purpose
which was about 2.5 percent of the
world GDP or approximately $249 per
person, she said, adding that a fraction
of the amount being spent for military
purpose is enough to eradicate hunger
and poverty from the earth.

Hasina said defying all obstacles,
Bangladesh has progressed remark-
ably in terms of food security, nutri-
tion, education, health and social
protection.

During 2013-14 fiscal, Bangladesh
produced 38 million tonnes of rice and
already achieved self-sufficiency in food
production. Food storage capacity rose
to 1.9 million tonnes, she said.

“It should be our commitment to
ensure food and nutritional security
across South Asia region. We are also
requesting to discard the food wastage
in different corners of the world.”

Nobel laureate Kailash Satyarthi
said millions of children were deliber-
ately kept hungry across the world.
Ensuring food security cannot be
achieved in isolation. All initiatives for
food security, education and develop-
ment should go hand in hand, he said.



