NEO SPORTS
French Open

Men's & Women's Second Rd

Live from 3:00pm

Bangladesh Cricket League
Venue: SBNCS, Mirpur

Central Zone v North Zone
Venue: Chittagong

ATIQUE ANAM
Six years ago when two private

.,,m.“:m) banks joined hands to finance

ornisisgd an event of the Professional
Golf Tour of India (PGTI) at the
Kurmitola Golf Club (KGC), it
was hailed as the biggest ever professional
golf tournament in the country. Two years
later the KGC hosted a leg of the Asian
Development Tour (ADT), with auspices
from another corporate house. This time the
prize money went a few notches higher.

But even back then hosting a full Asian
Tour (AT) event was not on anyone's imme-
diate agenda. Organisers of those events
would struggle for words when they were
asked as to whether hosting an AT event in
near future was possible.

But in these six years a few good things
have happened in the country's golfing
arena, not just on the field, but off it as well.
Jamal Hossain Mollah, a 24-year-old ama-
teur in 2009, beat some big names in the
Indian professional circuit to win the PGTI
event. The next year Siddikur Rahman won
the Brunei Open, the first of his two AT

TEN ACTION

UEFA Europa League Final
Dnipro v Sevilla

Live from 1:00am (Thursday)

South Zone v East Zone Asian Men's V'ball C'ship Time: 3:00pm
Longer Version, Day 4 Venue: Mirpur Indoor Stadium Afghanistan v Maldives
Time: 9:30am SEMIFINALS Time: 5:00pm

Total participants: 156

Bangladeshi participants: 31

Highest-ranked participant: Chapchai Nirat
(Thailand-193)

KGC course area: 126 acres

Course layout: 71-par (18 holes). 11 par-4, three par-5, four
par-3 holes

Total prizemoney: 300,000 dollars

Winner :.|et5: Closeto 18 Eercent of total Erizem une;

titles, before racing to victory at the ADT title
at home in the following year. Jamal then
grabbed the title of the fourth edition of the
PGTI event in 2012, this time as a pro, while
Siddikur clinched his second AT title in
Delhi the following year.

As we know success and finance go hand
in hand. These success stories kept the inter-
est of the corporates firmly on the game and
its protagonists. The Bangladesh Golf
Federation and the KGC, on their part, kept
the good work by giving the underprivileged
a chance, grooming the talents and making
the administrative side of the game more

Turkmenistan v Nepal

professional. As a result, what seemed like a
distant dream in 2009 has become a reality
in 2015, The Asian Tour, or the Players' Tour
as it is branded, has finally come to
Kurtmitola in the form of Bashundhara
Bangladesh Open (BBO).

The newly-built clubhouse at the KGC is
somewhat symbolic of the changing face of
Bangladesh golf. It's a massive, modern and
all-encompassing establishment with state-
of-the-art facilities, catering to the demand
of golfers of different ilk, which is a far cry
from the old-styled one which stood there
for decades until recently:.

Likewise, the game has embraced a wider
array of golfers and has been championed
by the once-ball-boys and the once-caddies.
And these golfers' perseverance has been
rewarded by the BBO, which gives a unique
chance to 30 local golfers to rub shoulders
with some of the best of Asian circuit, and
more importantly, a shot at earning a card
for the tour calendar, which they would
have hardly had otherwise.

The 300,000-dollar event will pit stal-
warts of Asian golf like Thaworn
Wiratchant, a record 18-time AT winner, in

lister Bradley Cooper.

SELECTED TEE TIMES

7:20am Mardan MAMAT (10th hole)
7:20am Rashid KHAN (10th hole)

7:30am Thaworn WIRATCHANT (10th hole)
7:30am Siddikur RAHMAN (10th hole)
8:00am Mithun Perera (10th hole)
11:15am Sajib Ali (10th hole)

11:55am Marcus Both (1st hole)

11:55am Rahil Gangjee (1st hole)

12:05pm Jamal Hossain Mollah (1st hole)

12:45 Em Shakhawat Hossain Sohel (10th hole)

the same plane as Sajib Ali, a young and
promising Bangladeshi golfer who just
turned pro this March. And there will also
be Shakhwat Hossain Sohel, Jakiruzzaman,
Liton Howlader, Mohammad Nazim, ama-
teur Afnan Mahmud thrown into the mix
with Rashid Khan, Marcus Both, Rahil
Gangjee and Mithun Perera.

Who knows, maybe an unheralded
professional or even an amateur will hold
aloft the gold-plated trophy come May
30, like the way Jamal did six years ago!
That will be another big leap for
Bangladesh golf.

CONTENDERS & LOCAL HOPES

Thaworn Wiratchant (Thailand) Mardan Mamat (Singapore) Chapchai Nirat (Thailand)
Age: 49 Age: 48 Age: 32
Turned pro: 1987 Tumed pro: 1994 Turned pro: 1998
AT wins: 18 AT wins: 4 AT wins: 4
(Other pro wins: 4 QOther pro wins: 7 Other pro wins: 2

Rashid Khan (India) Siddikur Rahman (Bangladesh) Jamal Hossain Mollah
Age: 24 Age: 30 (Bangladesh)
Turned pro: 2010 Turned pro: 2007 Age: 30
AT wins: 2 AT wins: 2 Turned Pro: 2010
Other pro wins: 4 PGTI wins: 4 AT wins: 0
ASEAN PGA Tour wins: 1 PGTl wins: 2

RONALDO'S NEW FLAME?

(ristiano Ronaldo has found a replacement for Irina Shayk - a stunning Italian
model. Ronaldo's ex, Irina Shyak, reportedly dumped him after he confessed to
messaging a string of women behind her back. He is now understood to be
seeking solace in the arms of gorgeous Alessia Tedeschi. The 24-year-old from
Rome consoled Cristiano in Madrid after his side's semi-final Champions
League defeat to Juventus earlier this month. After accepting a VIP invite from
Ronaldo to watch the game. Meanwhile, Irina has been dating Hollywood A-
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Bangladesh golf's coming of age

Asian Tour makes debut at the Kurmitola Golf Club today
EVENT & COURSE INFO
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Shakhawat Hossain Sohel
(Bangladesh)
Age: 30
Turned pro: 2011
AT wins: 0

- 3 v

",
[
_—

Shajib Ali
(Bangladesh)
Age: 26
Turned pro: March, 2015
Won Bangladesh Amateur Open 2015
with 18-under
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