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Houses at Baghmara village in Bishwambharpur upazila under Sunamganj district lie

ravaged after a nor'wester lashed the area on Monday night.

Storms sweep thru' 3
Sunamganj upazilas

34 hurt, over 500 houses damaged

OUuRrR CGRRESPUHDEHT,
Moulvibazar

Power supply in Sadarand
Biswambharpur upazilas
were restored after employ-
ees of Palli Bidyut Samity
reinstalled the uprooted
electric poles in the storm-hit
villages yesterday noon.

Biswambharpur Upazila
Nirbahi Officer (UNQ)

At least 34 people were
injured and over 500 houses
damagaed as storms lashed
several villages in three
upazilas of Sunamganj
district early yesterday and

onMondaynight. Abdullah Al-Mahmud told
‘ThE affected UPEEEIIHS al€  this correspondent that a
Biswambharpur, Tahirpur and  giorm-hit several villages of the

Sunamganj Sadarupazila.
Accompanied by heavy
rain, the storms damaged

upazila around 1:30am,
damaging over 250 houses and
injuringatleast 15 people.

Irri-boro paddy field on at
least 5000 acres of land,
uprooted a good number of
trees and electric poles in
the upazilas.

Contacted, Tahirpur
Upazila Chairman
Mohammad Kamruzzaman
sald a storm coupled with
hail lashed several villages in

the upazila around 1:00am
and continued foran hour.

At least 200 houses were
damaged and nine villagers
injured during the storm, he
added.

In Sadar upazila, at least
10 people were injured and
nearly 50 houses damaged
when a storm swept through
several villages in the upazila
around 7:00pm on Monday,
said Abdul Hai, officer-in-
charge (investigation) of
Sadar Police Station.

Of the injured, five were
admitted to Sunamganj
Sadar Hospital while the
rest given first aid at the
hospital, the OC added.
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Rape of minor girl, 12 sued

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

A man has been charged with raping a six-year-old girl
while 11 others have been accused of trying to cover up the
incident at Buruil village in Nandigram upazila. The
victim's mother filed a case with Nandigram Police
Station on Sunday, said Shawkat Kabir, inspector of the PS,
The accused include Ayej Uddin, 52, and village arbitra-
tors Abdul Hamid, 55, Helal Uddin, 45, Mojibur Rahman,
38, and Alhaz Uddin, 42. Of them, Mojibur Rahman, son
of Moynal Ali of the village, was arrested. According to the
case statement, Ayej Llddin picked up the girl from a field
where she went to bring their cattle back home on May 21.
He took the girl to a nearby farmland and raped her, Later,
some villagers arranged an arbitration to cover up the
incident.

Land freed from grabber

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gaibandha

Sadullapur upazila administration in a drive on
Monday freed a land allocated for construction of
Muktijoddha complex from illegal grabbers. A
mobile team, led by Upazila Nirbahi Officer
Muhammed Ahsan Habib, demolished illegal struc-
tures on the land at around 2:00pm. The government
allocated eight decimals of land for the construction
of Sadullapur Muktijoddha Complex, but it was ille-
gally occupied by one Abu Mia, said Meseruddin
Sarker, commander of Sadullapur Muktijoddha
Sangsad. Despite repeated requests, Abu did not
remove the illegal structures from the land, he said.
The upazila administration bulldozed the illegal
structures on the land, said the UNO.

Man found murdered

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jamalpur

Police recovered the body of a 'missing’ man from a
farmland at Chargaopura village in Islampur upazila of
the district yesterday morning. The deceased was identi-
fied as Faruk Hossain, 40, son of Enam Hossain of
Bhengura village. Police and family sources said Faruk
went out of house at around 8:00pm on Monday and
since then he remained missing. Locals found the body in
the area in the morning and informed the police. The law
enforcers went to the spot, recovered the body and sent it
to Jamalpur General Hospital morgue for autopsy.
Criminals might have killed the man and dumped the
body in the area, said Dwin-e-Alam, officer-in-charge of
Islampur Police Station.

Lightning kills farmer

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Youth abducted from Bogra
rescued in Dinajpur, 2 held

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Police rescued a young man from Birampur
upazila in the district on Monday, three days
after his abduction from Bogra.

They also arrested two people---Rezaul
Islam, 30, and Ruhul Amin, 26, for their
alleged involvement in the abduction. Both
hail from Chararhat village in Nawabganj
upazila of Dinajpur.

The victim is Masum Talukdar, 30, of
Dashkia-Nayapara village in Kalihati upazila
of Tangail. He is an expatriate in Qatar.

Masum said the duo developed a rela-
tionship with him over mobile soon after he
returned home from Qatar recently.

the two,

“After getting an invitation from Rezaul
amd Ruhul, I went to Gabtoli upazila in Bogra
to wvisit their homes on Saturday,
adding that the two picked him up from
Gabtoli bus stand and took him to Nawabganj
upazilain Dinajpurin a microbus.

The kidnappers then demanded Tk
50,000 as ransom from the family for his
release over mobile phone, law enforcers,
quoting Masud, said.

On Monday night, a patrol police team
rescued Masum from Chararhat area on
Birampur-Dinajpur highway and arrested
said Shakila Parvin, officer-in-
charge of Birampur Police Station,

" he said,

A farmer was killed by lightning at Barobari village in
Sadar upazila of the district on Monday afternoon. The
deceased was identified as Rashid Miah, 48, a resident
of Chowdhury Bazar village in Rajnagar upazila.
Witnesses said a thunderbolt struck Rashid while he
was working at a paddy field in the area. He died on the
spot. Abu Sufian, chairman of Ekatuna Union
Parishad, confirmed the incident.

20 hurtin clash

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

At least 20 people were injured in a clash between
two rival groups at Kalichanna village in Sadar
upazila on Monday. Police and locals said there was
a longstanding conflict between one Mojibur
Mridha and Jamal Khan over establishing suprem-
acy in the area. As a sequel to the conflict, the sup-
porters of the two attacked each other with lethal
weapons, leaving 20 from both sides injured on
Monday morning, said SM Ziaul Haque, officer-in-
charge of Sadar Police Station.

Moglu gets elderly
allowance, finally

MAMUN-UR-RASHID, back from
Sonatola to Bogra

At last centenarian Moglu
Pramanik got his rightful
elderly allowance from the
government's social service
department as well as finan-
cial help from Bangladesh
NGO Foundation (BNF).

Officials handed over an
elderly allowance card and
cash Tk 21.000 and cloths to
Moglu at his Shihipur
village under Dikdair union
of Sonatola upazila in Bogra
in presence of people yester-
day afternoon.

Deputy Director of social
service department Md
Saiful Islam, Sonatola

upazila parishad Chairman
(acting) Rongona Khan,
Upazila Social Service
Officer Md Shamiul Islam,
and BNF representative
Sufia Begum from Baluarhat
Krishi O Samajik Unnayan
Sangstha were present on
the occasion.

"We will bear the costs for
the senior citizen's medi-
cines and cloths as long as
he lives," said Sufia Begum.

Earlier on May 15, The
Daily Star ran a report titled
"At 100, Moglu still waits for
elderly allowance,” depict-
ing the plight of the man,

who stays with his poor son
Nabab Ali amid hardship,

After getting the card and
money, Moglu Pramanik
expressed gratitude to the
officials concerned and the
English daily.

He had been deprived of
elderly allowance due to
alleged negligence of the
local union parishad mem-
ber.

Locally known as garial
bhai, Moglu earlier did the
job of a garial (bullock cart
driver), and attracted people
as singer of the noted rural
song "Oki garial bhai, hakao
gari tui chilmarir
bondore...", especially
during his youthful days,
said his neighbours.
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Moglu Pramanik receives his elderly allowance card and a cheque from officials at
Shihipur village in Dikdair union of Sonatola upazila under Bogra district yesterday.

150 shops gutted in Barguna

town, 15 injured

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Patuakhali

Over 150 shops were gutted
in a fire at Municipality
Super Market in Barguna
town on Monday night.

The fire originated from
an electric short circuit at a
shop at around 10:30pm
and soon engulfed the
entire market, fire service
sources said, adding that
goods worth about Tk five
crore were destroyed.

Three fire fighting units,
with the help of locals,
brought the blaze under
control after four hours of
frantic efforts,

Monoranjon Sarker,

deputy assistant director
Barguna Fire Service, said,
"On information, we rushed
to the spot and started
extinguishing the fire. Later,
another unit from nearby
Amtali upazila headquarters
joined the operation.”

At least 15 people,
including Abul Kasem, a
fireman of Barguna Fire
Station, were injured. They
received primary treatment
atlocal clinics, he added.

Barguna district adminis-
tration formed a five-
member probe body headed
by Md Abdullah, additional
deputy commissioner, to
find out the cause of the fire,

assess the damage, and
prepare a list of the affected
shop owners.

Other members of the
body are Md Ibrahim,
assistant commissioner for
land, Sajedul Islam, assis-
tant commissioner, Abu
Bakar Siddik, district relief
and rehabilitation officer,
and Monoranjon Sarker.

Contacted, Mir Jahirul
Islam, deputy commis-
sioner (DC) of Barguna,
said the district administra-
tion will provide possible
financial assistance for the
victims after getting the
probe report and list of the
victims.
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Robbers stab
5 of a family,
loot house

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Gazipur

o

Robbers stabbed five mem-
bers of a family at
Uttarpara village in
Sreepur upazila of the
district early Monday.

Of the injured, Uttam
Dey, 50, and his two sons,
Shuvo Dey, 18, and Shanto
Dey, 13, were admitted to
Dhaka Medical College
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a gang of 10/12 robbers
entered the house of Uttam
Dey around 2:00am and
started looting gold orma-
ments, mobile phone sets
and other valuables from
there.

As the family members
tried to resist the robbers,
they stabbed the five and left
the scene, officer-in-charge
Motaleb Mia of Sreepur
Police Station quoted locals
as saying.

Hearing screams, neigh-
bours rushed to the spot and
took the injured to Sreepur
Upazila Health Complex.
Seriously injured Uttam and
his two sons were later
shifted to DMCH.

Away in Thakurgaon,
police in separate drives
arrested five members of an
inter-district robber gang
from Thakurgaon Sadar
upazila and Boda upazila of
Panchagarh districts the
same day, reports our corre-
spondent.
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