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People, previously landless, harvest paddy from their land for the first time yesterday. After pursuing

the government for 22 years, they managed to get 285 acres of khas land for themselves at
Beelkuralia under Chatmohor in Pabna.

Mob kills 2
‘muggers’
in Jessore

OUR CORRESPONDENT,

Benapole

Two alleged muggers were
beaten to death by a mob
at Hudarajapur on the
Jessore-Magura road in
Sadar upazila of Jessore
early yesterday.

The deceased were
Ismail Hossain, 22, son of
Billal Uddin, a resident of
Taraf Nawapara, and Al
Amin, 23, son of Abdul

Aziz, a resident of Arpara of

the upazila.

[smail was a student at
Jessore Polytechnic
Institute, his family said.

Kotwali Police Station
Officer-in-Charge Shikder
Aklkas Ali said the duo,
riding on a motorbike,
followed one Barun Kumar
Tarafder while he was
returning home at

SEE PAGE 10 COL 5

Target connectivity

Modi to announce fresh $2b soft Indian
loan during Dhaka visit

REJAUL KARIM BYRON

ity-related projects, an area of cooperation in which the two countries have

taken big strides in recent years.

Officials of both the foreign and finance ministries said a formal
announcement about the new soft loan under the Line of Credit (LoC) was

ENCLAVE DWELLERS
Nationality
by choice

" STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Bangladesh may get $2 billion in fresh loan from India for use in connectiv- °

* The cabinet yesterday approved a proposal

. for ratification of a protocol to implement

likely to be made during Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi's maiden -

visit to Bangladesh.

Sujata Mehta, secretary of multilateral and economic relations of the

Indian External Affairs Ministry, during her Dhaka visit in April indicated -

that the LoC would be extended.

[nitially, it was assumed the new credit amount would be $1 billion, the
same India lent in 2010, but recent developments suggest that it will be

around $2 billion.

when the agreement will be signed, said a finance ministry official.
Bangladesh has already identified 15 projects in consultation with the

. the much-awaited Land Boundary Agreement
' (LBA) between Bangladesh and India.
The weekly meeting of the cabinet
. approved the protocol with Prime Minister
" Sheikh Hasina in the chair.

Briefing reporters after the meeting,

. Cabinet Secretary M Musharraf Hossain

. Bhuiyan said as per the protocol, there
- would be exchange of enclaves between

* the two countries.
The actual amount of the fund will be announced during Modi's visit, .

Indian government in which the funds can be used.

The projects, whose total cost is estimated to be $3.71 billion, will boost
up connectivity between the two countries.
Ten out of the 15 projects are related to power, rail and port, which, once -

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1 -

About enclave people's citizenship, he
. said the desire of the citizens would be
* given priority in this regard.

Bangladesh would get the enclaves that
. are situated in Bangladesh and India
. would get those that exist in India, the
cabinet secretary said.
SEE PAGE 10 COL 4

Mother, father, relatives and wife of trafficking victim Feroz wait for his return at Mallikpur under
Kaliganj upazila in Jhenidah yesterday. Feroz has been missing for three months.

TRAFFICKED FROM JHENIDAH

No trace of 44 yet

AZIBOR RAHMAN, Jhenidah

At least 44 people have been missing
in Jhenidah since mid-February after
they, lured by traffickers, left homes to
seek fortune in Malaysia and
Thailand.

Fifteen of them are from Jhenidah
Sadar upazila, 14 from Kaliganj, 10
from Harinakundu and the rest from
Shailakupa, according to victims'
families and police.

Traffickers lure youths into taking a
voyage across the Bay of Bengal for
landing jobs abroad, said an official of
an intelligence agency.

“Manpower brokers are active in
villages. The unemployed and poor

youths are the main targets for them,”
he told The Daily Star on condition of
anonymity.

The brokers promise them jobs for
“minimal” expenses and the victims
walk straight into the traffickers' trap.
The victims are then held captives and
their relatives are made to pay ran-
soms, added the official.

Aged about 29, Feroz Kha of
Mallikpur village in Kaliganj left
home for Malaysia in late February.
Four others from the village were also
with him.,

Around a month later, he phoned his
mother Sufia Begum from Chittagong
and started crying. He asked her to send
money for him to save his life.

Sufia said they paid Delwar, a local
manpower broker, Tk 15,000 to send
Feroz to Malaysia. “I thought Feroz
had reached Malaysia in the mean-
time. But the brokers abducted him
and demanded ransom for his
release.”

"When 1 went back to Delwar, he
told me that those who had paid him
Tk1 lakh have reached Malaysia. He
assured me that my son would reach
there within a week if I paid him the
amount,” added the 50-year-old.

Sufia then mortgaged her two bigha
land for Tk 2 lakh and paid Tk 1 lakh to
Delwar. Families of four other youths
also paid the brokerTk 1 lakh each.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 5

BBC ONLINE
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Rare bird threatened
by Islamic State

STAFF

Oil price cut
likely in next
budget

CORRESPONDENT

fate 1s unknown.

A rare bird may become extinct in Syria because of
the capture of Palmyra by Islamic State, experts say.
A tiny breeding colony of the northern bald
ibis was found near the city in 2002.
Three birds held in captivity were abandoned
last week after their guards fled the fighting. Their

Officials have offered a reward of $1,000
SEE PAGE 10 COL 4
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The government will cut oil
prices to some extent next
budget to pass on the bene-
fits of the steep fall in fuel
prices in international mar-
kets to the customers.

| Finance Minister AMA
’ Muhith yesterday said the
government has not
adjusted the prices,
although global oil prices
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