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STAR COUNTRY DESK

At least eight people were
killed and over 9,000
houses damaged as storms
lashed Dinajpur, Joypurhat,
Rangpur and Nilphamari
districts on Saturday night.

Qur Dinajpur correspon-
dent reported that a storm
hit the district at around
8:55pm on Saturday, killing
six people and injuring over
50 people, reports our corre-
spondent.

The deceased are Mitu
Rani Roy, 22, wife of Mukul
Chandra Roy of
Khayerpukur wvillage in
Phulbari upazila, Sirajul
Islam, 60, and his grandson
Sabbir Ahmed, 8, of
Hatishal wvillage in
Nawabganj upazila,
Morzina, 34, of Sahapur,
and Aleya Begum, 65, wife
Sobed Ali of Sukhevpur
village under Chirirbandar
upazila of the district.

They died as walls of their
houses collapsed during the
storm, said Deputy
Commissioner Ahmed
Shamim Al Razi.

More than 8,000 houses
were damaged and a num-
ber of roadside trees and
electric poles uprootedin 13
upazilas of the district dur-
ing the storm that lasted for
about seven hours.

The injured were admit-
ted to different upazila
health complexes.

In Joypurhat, a hotel boy
named Md Jahidul Islam
was killed in wall collapse as
a storm lashed Sadar upazila
the same night. The storm
also injured at least 20 peo-
ple and damaged over 50
houses in the upazila.

According to our
Rangpur correspondent, a
storm swept through differ-
ent areas of the district at
round 9:30pm on Saturday,
killing two people and
injuring 20 others.

At least 300 houses were

damaged and a good num-
ber of trees and electric
poles uprooted in the
affected areas.

The deceased are Md
Ashraful Islam, 20, son of
Ruhul Amin of Taluk-Upasu
village, and Joygoon Nesa,
65, wife of late Safar Uddin
of Monglakuti village in
Pirgachha upazila.

Md Abdul Qader Jilani,
officer-in-charge of Rangpur
Kotwali Police Station, said

four passengers of a battery-
run auto rickshaw sustained
injuries in Sathmatha-
Mahigonj area of the city as
a tree fell on the vehicle
during the storm.

One of the injured,
Ashraful Islam, later died at
Rangpur Medical Collage
Hospital.

Officer-in-Charge (OC)
Md Aminul Islam of
Pirgachha Police Station
said Joygoon Nesa was

killed as her tin-roofed
house collapsed during the
storm.

Power supply in the
storm-hit areas remained
cut off as of writing of this
story at around 5:00pm
yesterday, said locals.

Away in Nilphamari,
around 1500 houses were
damaged and several thou-
sand trees uprooted as a
violent storm lashed 10
villages in Kishoreganj
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8 killed, 9,000 houses damage
as storms lash four districts
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Members of a destroyed
house at Masterpara village
in Nilphamari district live
under the open sky and
below, the pole of a bill-
board gets uprooted at
Modern Intersection on
Rangpur-Dhaka highway in
Rangpur district as a
nor'wester lashed the area
on Saturday night.

upazila of the district on
Saturday night, reports our
correspondent.

At least 20 people were
injured and maize and Irri-
boro paddy fields were
damaged in the the affected
villages.

The affected villages are

Masterpara, Dorjipara,
Khamatpara, Porchapara,
Garagram, Baniapara,

Akalibechapara, Putipara,
Balapara and Magura.

Villagers still in
panic as killer
elephant yet to
be sent back

A CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

Panic still haunts the villagers as the circus elephant that
trampled three people to death in Garfa, Kahalpur, and
Basabari villages in Mollahat upzila under the district
remained shackled at a garden in Basabari village.

The people are still in panic as the elephant had attacked
villagers on Saturday, after tearing off its chains, Md Faruk
Mollah, chairman of Atjuri Union Parishad, said yesterday.

"Policemen have been kept on guard around the bam-
boo garden where the elephant is chained. The owner has
been asked to take it away from here," said ANM Khairul
Anam, officer-in-charge of Mollahat Police Station.

On Saturday, the elephant broke its chains at Ghonapara
upazila under Gopalganj Sadar upazila and entered
Mollahat around 5:30am, crossing the Madhumati River.

The elephant went into an orgy of destruction, killing
Monwara Begum, Kusum Biswas, and Mizanur Rahman
Fakir at Garfa, Kahalpur and Basabari villages respectively.

Hearing the news, the elephant’'s mahout Mohammad
Faruk rushed to the village and managed to calm it down
with the help of locals.

Motiar Rahman of Sreemangal upazila in Moulvibazar
district is the owner of the male elephant and its female
companion that are hired to circus groups, Faruk said.

The three victims were buried yesterday:.

Robbers kill youth, injure
five in Bhola

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Bhola

A young man was stabbed to
death and five others were
injured by robbers at South
Fashion village in
Charfashion upazila early
yesterday.

The deceased is Jakir
Hossain, 30, son of Sidu
Sardar of the village.

Two of the injured--
Alauddin, 28, and Liton, 24-
-were admitted to Barisal
Sher-e-Bangla Medical
College Hospital while the
rest to Charfashion Upazila
Health Complex.

Quoting locals and vic-
tim's family members,
police said a gang of 20/25
armed robbers entered the
house of one Abdus Shahid
Gazi, 50, of the village
around 12:30am.

The gang looted cash, gold
ornaments and other valu-
ables from the house after
stabbing Shahid Gazi, his
father Momin Gazi, 80, and
Rubel, 22 indiscriminately.

Hearing screams, neigh-
bours rushed in and tried to
catch the robbers. The gang
members stabbed Jakir,
Alauddin and Liton severely,
leaving them critically
injured.

Villagers took all the six
injured to Charfashion
Upazila Health Complex
where the doctors declared
Jakir death, said Abul
Bashar, officer-in-charge of
Chrarfashion Police
Station.

Deputy Commissioner
Md Selim Reza and Police
Superintendent Md
Moniruzzaman visited the
spot yesterday.

Away in Satkhira, police
arrested two members of a
forest robber gang from
Khalisabunia area in
Shyamnagar upazila yester-
day, reports UNB.

One of the arrestees was
identified as Karim, a resi-
dent of Chandimukhi vil-
lage in the upazila, while the
identity of the other could
not be known,

PHOTO: STAR
Rampant sand extraction with dredgers from the Meghna River continues, as a section of influential people have little

regard for legal and environmental issues. The photo was taken from Chhataki in Matlab Uttar upazila under Chandpur
districtyesterday.

Locals caught the duo
while they were passing
through the area on a
motorbike in the morning
and handed them over to
the police, said Imran, sub-
inspector of Shyamnagar
Police Station.

Criminal

killed in
gunfight
with rivals

OUuRrR CORRESPONDENT,Cax's Bazar

An alleged criminal was
killed in a gunfight between
two rival groups in Teknaf
upazila of the district early
yesterday.

The deceased is Syed Nur
Prakash Sona Mia, 30, son of
late Shikdar Ali of Uluchamari
village in the upazila.

Sona Mia was accused in
at least 10 cases, including
those for robbery, arms and
land grabbing, filed with
Teknaf Police Station, said
Ataur Rahman, officer-in-
charge of the police station.

Police said there had
been a longstanding feud
between two local rival
groups over establishing
supremacy in the area.

At around 4:00am, both
the groups traded gunshots,
triggering a gunfight that left
Sona Mia dead on the spot.

Being informed, police
went to the spot yesterday
morning, recovered the body
and sent it to Cox's Bazar
Sadar Hospital morgue for
autopsy, added the OC.

Kid drowns
in pond

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Moulyibazar

A three-year-old boy drowned
in a pond at Syedpur village in
Sadar upazila of Sunamganj
district on Saturday.

The deceased is Roni, son of
Bobi Hossain of the village.
Police and family sources
said Roni fell into the pond
near their house while play-

Two sisters
burnt alive in
Mymensingh

Our CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Two sisters were burnt alive in a fire at Raghurampur in
Phulpurupazila of the district on Saturday night.

The victims are Suma Akhter, 6, and her younger sister
Tamanna Akhter, 4, daughters of Muklesur Rahman, a gro-
cery shop owner. Suma was a class one student of a local
primary school.

Police and local people said Marufa Akhter, mother of
the victims, was sleeping along with her four daughters
in her house. Her husband was not at home at that time,
police said.

During a storm, which began at around 10:10pm,
the house caught fire from a snapped electric wire,
said Mazharul Haque, officer-in-charge of Phulpur
Police Station.

Though Marufa managed to come out of the house with
her eldest and youngest daughters--Lima Akhter, 9, and
Tanzina Akhter, 2--Suma and Tamanna were burnt alive on
the spot, said the OC.

Local people brought the fire under control, said police.

Shrimp fry seized in
Patuakhali, 12 held

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Police arrested 12 people and seized a truck loaded with five
lakh shrimp fry worth about Tk 15 lakh from the toll plaza
of Patuakhali Bridge on Patuakhali-Barisal road in the dis-
trict on Saturday night.

The arrestees are Rezaul Hawlader, 25, Noor
Mohammad, 30, Belal Sheikh, 26, Azim Mollah, 35, Abdul
Karim Hawlader, 30, Mofijul Islam, 45, Jafor Mollah, 36,
Jasim Gazi, 26, Hussain Sikder, 33, Amin Sarder, 25, Hafiz
Talukder, 30, and Kabir Sikder, 27. They hail from different
areas in Bagerhat, Gopalganj and Patuakhali districts.

They were arrested for their alleged involvement in carry-
ing the fry to Khulna and Satkhira from Galachipa upazila
in the district, said SM Ziaul Haque, officer-in-charge of
Patuakhali Police Station,

The arrestees were produced before a court that sent
them to jail yesterday, said the OC.

PHOTO: STAR
A group of landless female farmers receive agricultural tools including shallow
machines, spray machines and tuber-wells on the premises of Mahishkhocha union
parishad in Aditmari upazila under Lalmonirhat district as Bangladesh Bank under its
Green Banking and Corporate Social Responsibility arranged fund for the purpose.
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