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Delegates attending the 26th Commonwealth Parliamentary Seminar meet Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and Speaker

Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury at the Gono Bhaban yesterday.

9-yr-old student tortured
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Writhing in pain at the hospital, the
boy said, "They [the teachers] caned
me under my waist continuously for
three days and kept me half-fed.”
Other students of the madrasa told
our correspondent that Rezaul Islam
and Shariful Islam caught Sayeed and
tortured him overnight inside a room.
Sayeed had been tortured for three

days since the confinement.

The family alleged that apart from
physical torture, the teachers tortured
their son mentally too,

"How can a teacher show such
cruelty on his student despite a ban on
corporal punishment at educational
institutions?”

"We demand punishment of the
teachers behind the incident,” said

Hasan Ali.

The locals also demanded punish-
ment of the teachers.

Meanwhile, the managing commit-
tee of the madrasa formed a five-
member body to investigate the mat-
ter, said Majedur Rahman, chairman of
the committee.

Hasan said he was preparing to file a
case against the teachers yesterday.

Khaleda charged with sabotage
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others as fugitives since they are not on
bail.

BNP'S REACTION

Contacted, BNP standing committee
member Lt Gen (retd) Mahbubur
Rahman said that submitting the
charge sheet might hampered develop-
ing relations between two parties.

He said the BNP withdrew the
blockade and hartal and participated
in the city corporation polls. But what
the nation found in the polls? It was
totally manipulated by the ruling
party, said Mahbubur,

After holding this kind of polls,
filing a new charge sheet will not bring
any good to the country, said the BNP
leader.

THE CASE

A day after the January 23 attack,
Jatrabari Police filed two cases against
68 BNP and Jamaat-e-Islami leaders.
The cases were later transferred to the
Detective Branch (DB) of Police.

Last evening, Zahedul Islam, a DB
sub-inspector submitted the charge

sheets to the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court of Dhaka.

The accused include BNP leaders
MK Anwar, Ruhul Kabir Rizvi Ahmed,
Amanullah Aman, Barkatullah Bulu,
Habibunnabi Khan Sohel, Mir Sarafat
Ali Sapu, Azizul Bari Helal, Sultan
Salauddin Tuku, former BNP law-
maker from Dhaka Salauddin Ahmed,
Khaleda's advisors Khandker Mahbub
Hossain and Shawkat Mahmud, her
special assistant Shimul Biswas and
press secretary Maruf Kamal Khan.

Seven of the accused, including
Rizvi, are in jail.

Four arrestees -- Parvez, Sohag,
Liton and Jony -- gave statements
before magistrates on different dates
admitting their involvement in the
attack. The four said they were hired by
some central and local BNP leaders to
carry out the arson attack to create
anarchy in the city, court sources said.

After submitting the charge sheets,
Zahedul Islam, also the investigating
officer of the case, appealed to the

court to issue arrest warrants against
the fugitives.

The court is expected to decide on
accepting the charges and issuing the
arrest orders on May 28.

The 10 appealed to the court to
drop charges against 31 people named
in the FIR, including BNP Standing
Committee Member Rafiqul Islam Mia
and Vice-chairman Selima Rahman, as
their involvement was not proved.
THREE MORE CASES
Khaleda has been sued for "instigat-
ing” another arson attack on a vehicle
at Chouddagram in Comilla. Eight
passengers were killed in the incident
in January,

Besides, she is accused of master-
minding February bus arson in
Damodor, Khulna.

The BNP chief has been named as
the prime suspect in the crude bomb
attack on a rally of Shipping Minister
Shahjahan Khan outside her office at
Gulshan in the capital.

Allthese cases are under investigation.

Nur Hossain, his aides directly
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patrolled the highway till 5:00pm, by
which time the news of Nazrul's
abduction became national news,

Around 200 to 300 supporters of
Nazrul took to the streets to protest his
abduction, Ali reported to Nur
Hossain, who ordered his men to hold
a gathering of their own.

Within an hour since 6:30pm, more
than 100 Nur Hossain supporters
turned up at his office at Simrail truck
stand.

By this time, Arif called his com-
manding officer Tareque to send a
trawler at the BIWTC jetty under the

Kanchpur bridge. He also phoned Nur
Hossain to make sure the area was
crowd-free, according to Arif's state-
ment.

Arif parked his microbus near the
bridge around 10:30pm and Nur
Hossain sent nine men to guard the
jetty around 11:00pm.

"Some Rab men will come [at the
jetty] and they will ask you to do
something,” Nur instructed his men,
adding: "You will guard the area and
prevent people from going to that
direction.”

The nine stood guard at various
points around the area. It is at the jetty

that the seven were killed around
12:30am of April 28.

At one stage, Ali peeped through the
window of a Rab vehicle and saw some
men lying in it, said Ali in his state-
ment.

After Arif left the jetty on a boat for
dumping the bodies around 1:00am,
Nur Hossain asked his men to leave the
area.

"About 15 to 20 of us accompanied
Nur to his house,” said Ali.

Standing on the stairs of his multi-
storey house, Nur said, "I have elimi-
nated the son of a bitch from the face

oftheearth.”

Poor planning behind failure
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volume, was another vital point.

But none of those was taken into
consideration in case of the newly-
installed countdown timers, and the
outcome was appalling traffic conges-
tion on city streets on Saturday and
Sunday, they say.

Seeking anonymity, an official in
Dhaka South City Corporation, said,
“It was the civil engineering depart-
ment of the city corporations that
made the plan for the new system and
tried to execute it. There was no official
or expert from the traffic engineering
department.”

Shamsul Hoque, professor of civil
engineering at Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology, said the
new system cannot be applied because
of the existing condition of the roads
and pattern of traffic flow in the capital.

"To make a system effective, the
authorities should ensure that the
synchronisation is done as per traffic
volumes, people don't violate traffic
rules, traffic police are well trained,
jaywalking is stopped and there is no
illegal parking on the roads,” he said.

When the trial of the new system
was conducted on roads between
Kakoli and Shahbagh on Saturday and
Sunday, it resulted in traffic chaos. The
nagging traffic congestion spread to
other streets.

The traffic signal turned green but
the road ahead was blocked with
traffic. When the light turned red, the
road ahead was found empty. This was
the picture at some of the points.

Drivers were unaware of the new
system, and drove on the wrong side of
the road, disrupting traffic flow.

Traffic police had to control vehicu-
lar movement with hand signals, as the
drivers either didn't obey or couldn't
understand the new system.

The city corporations finally
stopped the trial on Monday morning.

Shehab Ullah, project director of
the new traffic signal project, however,
blamed the rising volume of trafficand
reckless driving for the system's failure.

He couldn't give any reply when
asked why the project was taken
without resolving the necessary issues.

Traffic constables, who were on
duty at Bijoy Sarani intersection during
the trial, said the time allocated for the
green signal was not enough against
the huge volume of traffic.

The vehicles running down from
the Nakhalpara flyover got barely 30
seconds in every three minutes to
move on, said one of the constables.

"Many drivers had turned off the
engines of their vehicles at the signal.
When the signal turned green, it took
them 10 of the allocated 30 seconds to
start the vehicles.”

Only a few of the hundreds of
vehicles could cross the point when
the signal turned green, he said.

Another constable at the same
intersection said some of the drivers
ran vehicles on the wrong side of the
road, contributing to the nagging
traffic congestion on Saturday and
Sunday.

[t took them quite a while to get
back to the right side of the road, he
said.

A number of drivers yesterday said
they had suffered a lot on those two
days but didn't know the reason
behind it.

A traffic constable at Karwan Bazar
intersection said many passengers
became impatient and rebuked them,
thinking it was the traffic police who
stopped the vehicular movement.

“What is the use of this new system if
itdoesn't work?” asked the constable.

5 KL-bound
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ago to sail for Malaysia, said Lt Col

Abu Jar Al Zahid, commanding offi-
cer of BGB-2 Battalion, quoting the

victims.

Human traffickers abandoned the
fortune seekers at a char inside Myanmar
territory on Monday morning,

Some Bangladeshi cattle traders,
who were returning to Teknaf from
Myanmar by a trawler, noticed the
five and rescued them and later took
them to the jetty area at Shahpari
Dwip on Monday night, said the BGB
official.

The five were then handed over to
Teknaf Police Station, said Zahid.

Ataur Rahman Khondaker, officer-
in-charge of Teknaf Police Station,
said the rescued people were pro-
duced before Cox’s Bazar Senior
Judicial Magistrate.

Since the governments of
Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia are
reinforcing crackdowns against the
network of human traffickers, the
traffickers are now leaving the passen-
ger trawlers abandoned at sea.

Law enforcement agencies in
Bangladesh have also increased their
vigilance in Cox's Bazar and some
other districts to tackle the transna-
tional crime.
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Can Thailand
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as the boat he was on roamed further
and further from Thai waters in
search of increasingly scarce fish.

Its catch was part of Thailand's
multi-billion dollar seafood industry
that feeds tens of millions in Europe
and the United States.

Senasook describes his life on
board as one full of intimidation,
sleep deprivation and regular beat-
ings from the boat's captain.

*(The captain) kicked and
punched me," he said. "My nose and
mouth were bleeding, I still have
blood clotted in my teeth. My jaw
hurts every time | chew."

With no way to escape, he became
suicidal.

"I was thinking of my family, my
mother. There were times, [ was
about to jump into the sea to kill
mysell.

"My friend from the engine room
held me back. Otherwise I would
have been dead by now," he said.

Senasook says the boat's captain
kept his and the crew's 1D at all times,
essentially holding them captive.

When Senasook did finally get his
hands on his identity card on
Ambon, he was horrified to see it was
in a false name. He had gone from
being captive on board a fishing boat
to being stranded on a distant island.

"There are many of my friends die
in Indonesia. And their graves were
with wrong names," said Senasook.
"Like, if I died, at my grave it would
not bear my name but it would be
someone else.”

In desperation, he wrote an open
letter to the Thai Prime Minister
asking for help. That helped to
release him from Indonesian custody,
but, isolated and penniless, he could
not make his way home to Thailand.

He received a final payment of
1,750 baht ($53) from his ship's
captain, but was then told he needed
to pay 20,000 baht ($615) for the
agent fee that brought him on the
boat in 2009.

Act against
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district administration officials at the
conference room of the DC office on
April 20.

The press council also asked the
authorities concerned to investigate
whether any of the journalists was
drug addict.

It also sent letters to the media
houses where the alleged journalists
work,

IGP asked
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IGP had placed a report before the
HC bench through Deputy Attorney
General Tapash Kumar Biswas.

According to the report, two sepa-
rate committees were formed to
examine whether there was any negli-
gence by the on-duty police person-
nel during the sexual assault,

The bodies were formed by the
police headquarters and the Dhaka
Metropolitan Police.

Also, a criminal case was filed with
Shahbagh Police Station over the
assault, and police were trying to
arrest the assaulters, the 1GP said in
the report.

The DAG told the court that police
had already identified eight men,
who assaulted the women, from
CCTV footage and announced Tk 1
lakh reward for information on each
of them.,

Quoting witnesses, The Daily Star
report said some 30 to 40 rowdy
youths assaulted and sexually
harassed around 20 women for about
one hour at the Suhrawardy Udyan
gate near the TSC area on April 14,

The witnesses alleged that
although law enforcers were sta-
tioned only 20 yards from the spot,
they did nothing to rescue the
women or arrest those who launched
the sexual assault.

18 Cambodian

garment workers
killed in road crash

AFP, Phnom Penh

At least 18 Cambodian garment
workers were killed and 21 injured on
Tuesday when a bus crashed into the
van transporting them to work, offi-
cials said.

Photographs from the crash site
showed a scene of carnage with bod-
ies thrown from the mangled wreck-
age of the workers' van.

"A bus from Prey Nokor (Ho Chi
Minh City) overtook a car and
crashed into a van transporting 39
garment workers, killing 16 of them
on the spot," Cheang Am, governor
of eastern Svay Rieng province, told
AFP by telephone.

Two more workers died from
injuries while en route to hospital in
the capital Phnom Penh, Cheang Am
said later, while 21 others were injured
with several in a critical condition.

The Cambodian driver of the bus
was arrested, the governor said, add-
ing the vehicle was believed to be
speeding.

Cambodia's roads are notoriously
dangerous with more than 2,000
people killed in traffic accidents last

Shillong police get

FROM PAGE 1

patient developed fresh urological
symptoms, Subrata Acharya, India
bureau chief of private TV station
Somoy TV, told The Daily Star.

The former state minister has been
receiving treatment there under police
custody since May 11. His wife Hasina
Ahmed wants to take him to Singapore
for better treatment.

"As he is sick, I want to take him to
Singapore for better treatment,”
Hasina Ahmed told journalists at the
hospital after meeting her husband in
the morning,

Hasina told the media that they
wanted to take the BNP leader to
Singapore as he received treatment
there for three years, reports BBC
Bangla service. "He had a heart surgery.
Besides, he underwent coronary artery
stenting thrice. All the medical proce-
dures were performed in Singapore.”

Salahuddin also underwent treat-
ment there for kidney problems, she
added.

Meanwhile, Hasina was planning to
hire senior advocate SP Mahanta of
Meghalaya High Court to defend her
husband in the case filed for trespass-
ing into India.

On Monday, the local administra-
tion appointed lawyer 1IC Jha as the
public prosecutor (PP) in the case, Law
enforcers have supplied all the related
documents to the PP.

Police arrested Salahuddin on May
11 when he was "roaming” in Golf
Link area of Shillong nearly two
months after he had gone missing. He
was sued under the foreigners act for
not carrying valid travel documents.

Reaching Shillong on Monday,
Hasina met her husband at the hospi-
tal.

Salahuddin's family members and
the BNP alleged that plainclothes law
enforcers picked up the BNP joint
general secretary from a house in the

capital's Uttara on March 10. But the
law enforcement agencies and the
government refuted the allegation.
GOVT WANTS HIM BACK HOME
State Minister for Home Asaduzzaman
Khan yesterday said it would be possi-
ble for the government to bring back
Salahuddin as the Indian government
would hand him over to Bangladesh
after completion oflegal procedures.
“He is a Bangladeshi. We always
want him to come back home. It
doesn't depend on us. Rather, it
depends on the Indian government....
Our foreign ministry has been com-
municating with them,” he told
newsmen at his secretariat office.

No flat shoes!
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Thierry Fremaux tweeted: "For the
stairs, the regulations have not
changed: 'No smoking, formal wear'.
There is no mention of heels.”

A note about dress codes on the
festival's website appears to reinforce
his point. It says "black tie fevening
dress is required for gala screenings" -
- with no guidance on heel height.

Screen Daily first reported the
story, after a "Cannes regular” told
them how a woman wearing
Rhinestone-encrusted flat shoes was
denied entry.

The unnamed source said: "Some-
one [ know was turned away for
wearing nice flats, nothing you would
wear to the beach. They were in their
50s. They told her she could go and
buy appropriate shoes and come
back."

Asif Kapadia, whose Amy
Winehouse documentary screened at
the festival last weekend, also tweeted
that his wife had been challenged
over wearing flat shoes, although she
was eventually allowed in.

JP lawmaker
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Peace Committee, an anti-liberation
organisation, and other local collabo-
rators including Fakruzzaman and
Rabbani of the Pakistani army held her
husband at Bhangnamari Char in
Gouripurupazila on August 9, 1971.

Rahman was later taken to a torture
cell set up by the Pakistani army on
Bangladesh Agricultural University
campus and Hannan himself shot him
dead after torturing him, she alleged.

The anti-liberation elements had
also gouged out Rahman's eyes, the
case statement read.

Hannan had also set up torture cells
at his Mymensingh town's Natun
Bazar house and Mymensingh Zilla
Parishad Dak Bungalow to torture
freedom fighters and pro-
independence people, it added.

She cited eight people as witnesses
in the case. Advocate Pijush Kanti
Sarker moved for the complainant.

Talking to this correspondent,
Abdur Rob, former commander of
Mymensingh Muktijoddha Sangsad,
said Hannan, the then Muslim League
and Peace Committee leader, indeed
“committed crimes against humanity
during the war”.

Rob further said, "1 was interviewed

sued

by journalists working in different
electronic and print media on various
occasions about Hannan and his role
during the war. 1 told them about his
anti-liberation activities and crimes
against humanity.”

Contacted, Hannan said the case
filed against him was “totally false,
motivated and fabricated by a vested
quarter”,

“I had no such involvement in the
allegations mentioned in the case”
said Hannan, adding, °“If [ were
involved in such crimes, cases would
have been filed against me after inde-
pendence.”

Hannan said he was a Muslim
League leaderin 1971 and had received
general mercy from Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman after inde-
pendence.

He kept mum when asked why the
question of mercy came if no case was
filed against him.

Sanaul Hugq, a senior member of the
investigation agency of the tribunal,
told The Daily Star that such cases
usually came to the agency through the
tribunal'’s registrar's office.

“Once received, we will take a
decision in this regard after weighing
the merit of the allegations, " he added.

Verdict today
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villages. The duo, along with other
Razakars and Pakistani army, allegedly
committed the crimes between
October 10 and November 3 in 1971.

The prosecution prayed for “exem-
plary punishment” for the duo claim-
ing that they had been able to prove
two charges. They did not produce any
witness for the third charge.

The defence, however, sought
acquittal of their clients saying the
prosecution had “failed” to prove the
charges. A defence counsel also
accused the investigation officer of the
case of hiding information about the
third charge, for which the duo was
convicted earlier and even served
lifetime.

If convicted, the accused may face
the highest capital punishment.

The tribunal on April 22 kept the
case waiting for verdict. Twenty-seven
days after completion of the proceed-
ings, the three-member tribunal led by
Justice Obaidul Hassan yesterday fixed
today for delivering the verdict.

Two other members of the tribunal
are Justice Md Mozibur Rahman Miah
and Justice Md Shahinur Islam.

Two war crimes tribunals have so far
delivered 17 verdicts, while judgement
in another case has been pending with
the ICT-1.

BACKGROUND AND CHARGES
According to the prosecution,
Mahidur, 84, son of late Subedar Ali
Biswas of Dadanchak in Shibganj, was
involved in the politics of Muslim
League prior to 1971 and joined the
Peace Committee and Razakar force
during the war.

Afsar, 65, son of late Kutub Uddin
Morol of Satrosia of Shibganj, had also
been an active worker of Muslim
League and joined the Peace
Committee and Razakar force.

Associated with other Razakars,
they had jointly committed atrocities
around the localities, the prosecution

alleged.

Mahidur and Afsar were arrested in
a criminal case on September 16 last
year. Later, they were shown arrested in
the war crimes case on November 24
and the tribunal framed three charges
against them on December 11,

According to the first charge,
Mahidur and Afsar, accompanied by
hundreds of armed Razakars and
Pakistani army, attacked
Chandshikari, Chamatol, Kabirajtola
and Eradot Biswasertola villages on
October 6, 1971 and abducted 39 pro-
liberation people in two phases.

The detainees were tortured in
confinement for information. Among
them, 24 people were eventually shot
dead by the accused, the first charge
read.

According to the second charge,
Mahidur and Afsar, accompanied by
armed Razakars, launched a systematic
attack on Kabirajtola and Eradot
Biswasertola on October 13 and
looted and burned down houses of the
villages. The atrocities also forced
many people to leave the country, the
charge said.

According to the third charge, the
duo along with 30-35 Razakars on
November 2 attacked the houses of
Kalumuddin Mondol, Abdur Rashid,
Gajal and Ilias Mondol of Sherpur
Vandar in Shibganj and picked up and
tortured them.

The attackers looted and burned
their houses before taking detainees to
a Razakar camp set up at Adina Fazlul
Hagque College. Later, they were taken
to the army camp at Shibganj CO
office, read the charge.

The detainees were subjected to
barbaric torture for whole day and
were shot dead at night near a mango
orchard of Jagirkot Para the next day.

The prosecution produced 10
witnesses including the investigation
officer of the case. But the defence did
not produce any.



