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From left, Debapriya Bhattacharya, distinguished fellow of Centre for Policy Dialogue; AHM Mustafa Kamal, plan-
ning minister; Mustafizur Rahman, executive director of CPD; and Robert Watkins, UN resident coordinator in
Bangladesh, attend a discussion on financing Sustainable Development Goals in Dhaka yesterday.

Raise revenue for new

development agenda

Analysts say at discussion on Sustainable Development Goals

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Analysts yesterday urged the
policymakers of developing coun-
tries, including Bangladesh, to shore
up efforts to raise revenue collection
and accelerate investment and intra-
regional trade to attain the post-2015
development targets.

The call came at the opening of a
two-day Expert Group Meeting
(EGM) on Asian Partnership in
Financing Sustainable Development

SDGs are the next global develop-
ment agenda after the expiry of
Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) later this year.

The Centre for Policy Dialogue in
association with Southern Voice on
Post-MDG International Development
Goals and the UN Millennium
Campaign organised the discussion on
financing SDGs.

There are 17 overarching goals and
169 targets in the SDGs compared to
only eight goals in the MDGs, which
mainly focused on the poor in the

low-income countries.

The suggestions were placed not-
ing the declining flow of aid from
developed countries, and gradual
reduction of aid dependence by a
number of developing nations,
including Bangladesh.

The context of financing changes
fast with the falling dependence of
developing countries on overseas
development assistance (ODA), said
Debapriya Bhattacharya, distin-
guished fellow of CPD.
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Global seminar
begins today in Dhaka
to mobilise funds for
post-2015 goals

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
Around $5-%11 trillion
would be required to
achieve the post-2015
development goals, which
include eradication of
poverty in developing
countries such as
Bangladesh.

To mobilise such vast
amounts of resources, a
two-day international
seminar will start in Dhaka
today, which will be
attended by ministers,
senior officials and devel-
opment practitioners from
45 countries.

The meeting is being
organised by the Economic
Relations Division in part-
nership with the United
Nations Office for South-
South Cooperation and
United Nations
Development Programme.

At a press briefing yester-
day to highlight the differ-
ent aspects of the seminar,
ERD Senior Secretary
Mohammad Mejbahuddin
said the post-2015 develop-
ment goals cannot be
financed from a single
source.

As a result, different
alternative sources have to
be found to mobilise the
funds, he said.

READ MORE ON B3
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Garment factories now
safer after inspections

Rob Wayss, Accord's executive director, says
as they complete two years in Bangladesh

REFAYET ULLAH MIRDHA

Safety in the garment sector has improved
over the last two years as factory owners
started implementing the corrective
actions plans recommended by the engi-
neers of two foreign inspection agencies --
Accord and Alliance.

“Factories in Bangladesh producing
garments for Accord signatory companies
have become safer,” said Rob Wayss,
Accord's executive director for Bangladesh
operations.

“Safety hazards identified through our
inspections are being remediated and will
ultimately be completed. There is a lot of
work remaining to do to complete the
remediation work but progress has been
made and this has made factories safer.”

After the Rana Plaza building collapse,
nearly 200 retailers and brands, mainly
European, formed the Accord on Fire and
Building Safety in Bangladesh on May 13,
2013 to ensure workplace safety and
improve worker rights in the garment sector.

The engineers of Accord, a legally bind-
ing five-year agreement, formally started
factory inspections on February 20 last
year and completed preliminary inspec-
tions in September.

Through two batches of initial inspec-
tions -- one in Feb-Sept of 2014 and the
other in Jan-April of 2015 -- Accord has
inspected 1,286 factories for fire, electrical,
and structural issues, Wayss said in an
email interview as they completed two
years in Bangladesh.

READ MORE ON B3

Apparel exports to face more tax
Muhith speaks at discussion organised by BIDS

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The government plans to increase tax at
source on export proceeds from the
apparel sector in the coming fiscal year.

The sector receives a lot of benefits from
the government, and now it is time for the
exporters to give back -- at least something,
according to Finance Minister AMA
Muhith.

The tax at source on export receipts had
been reduced to 0.3 percent for this fiscal
year from 0.8 percent in the previous one,

“If the rate is increased, we can collect a

Muhith said on Friday.

The minister spoke at a discussion on
“budget 2015-16: some selected analysis”
organised by Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies or BIDS at its office
in Dhaka.

Mahbub Ahmed, senior secretary of the
Finance Division, said the government will
review the subsidy allocations for different
sectors, including garment.

“We are going to rationalise subsidy
allocation and, possibly, there will be
changes in the distribution and measures
to avoid its abuse,” he said.
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3235 sq-ft, 3 Bedroom Apartment
for Sale in Rancon Atmosphere,

Banani

http://bit.ly/1G0busN

**This is a promotion only. Buyers must examine the properties before they make an agreement. The Daily Star and lamudi do not take any responsibifities of the contracts or agreements made between buyers and sellers.

1500 sq-ft. (Type-A), 3 Bedroom
Apartment for Sale in Amble Asma,
Bashundhara

http://bit.ly/1EGxYub

2350 sq-ft. (Type-B), 4 Bedroom
Apartment for Sale in Total the
Burlington, Bashundhara

http://bit.ly/1cyZoVA

YEARS

PROUDLY TOUCHING LIVES FOR 22 YEARS

22 years is not a long time indeed. But within this short span of time, we have
been successfully touching the lives of millions. We have been serving and
supporting our customers ever better and keeping them happy. After 22 years,
we’'ve transformed ourselves into a truly modern bank in keeping with the
changing ages, so that we can keep performing at our level best and touch more
lives just to be with you always.

Visage, Uttara

@ NCC Bank

With You. Always.

2200 sq-ft. (Type-A), 3 Bedroom
Apartment for Sale in Pixel South

http://bit.ly/1KgcHfm

2400 sq-ft. 4 Bedroom Under
Construction Apartment for Sale
in Eureka, Niketon

http://bit.ly/1CM78CN




