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mﬂndane llfe, we usually

V V doitfor money. Afew
1 eapie dare to dream, can follow
where the dreams lead. Some dare to
face the ups and downs of life, At the
end they emerge tnumphant
-Ceiehrated American writer William:
Tanner Vollmann is one such writer
who writes to nourish' his mind.

“I'worked as a computer
programmer to €arm money. I am a
writer because | want to be,” he
explains. “I'm influenced by many
writers. The more dead they are; the
better | like them,” he adds; tongue-in-
cheek,

The Soviet aggression inspi ired him
to visit Afghanistan in 1982 and write
about the country. With insights into
the craft of storytelling, he started
writing about his experience with a
group of Mujahideens heading for the
front lines: His initial research for
fiction and non-fiction projects began
in the battlefield and that's how hE
penned his first non-fiction “An
Afghanistan Picture Sh:.’:-w, or, How |
Saved the World."

He says’, “Ifelt s smry fc;r the Afghans -
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“THIS WEEK THE STAR WEEKEND SHEDS LIGHT ON THE

'WORK AND PHILOSOPHY OF A ._'-fi--E_I_EBRATEI D AMERICAN
'WRITER WILLIAM TANNER VOLLMANN.,

ANANTA YUSUF

‘country.” However; he alsocriticised
America for the current situation of
the icountry and says, “I think it'sa
‘mistake, like all other mf“ han wars..
The Afghans will win, as they alwayﬁ
‘have before. In the meantime, the
Americans will create more and more
hatred and thus will be pumshed
-?themselveﬁ,, unfartuﬂatel ’

In the nearly two decades of his
«career, he has produced a numberof
masterpieces. Many of his writings
deal with'the margin of war, poverty
and hope. And North Anierica takes
the central position in'most of his

p tive r:.rf age.=-¢ar t:ulture, mﬂst
ple usually find stories more

"_mterestl ng when the narrative
connects with-their lives. In many
«cases; a short story can be more
-senhghtemng than a thousand words;
And a powerful word can brmga
story: alive, enablmg us to imagine the;
little details and intricacies. | try to

make all my books different and I

‘to make my sentences as-beautiful as
possible;” he concludes.
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'mf hﬂﬁf the cﬂmplex ce]l typ&ﬁ that cmmpnse p[ants,
fungi, but also animals and humans, evolved from
simple microbes. the scientific team that carried out the study."By.

identify it to be a:missing link in the origin of
eukaryotes.

"We hoped that Loki would reveal a few more pieces
of the puzzle, but when we obtained the first results, we
couldn't believe our eyes. The data simply looked
spectacular," says Thijs Ettema at the Department of Cell
and Molecular Biology, Uppsala University, who lead

In this week's edition of Nature, researchers from studying its genome; we found that Loki represents an

Uppsala University in Sweden; along with collaborators  intermediate form in-between the simple cells of
from the universities in Bergen (Norway) and Vienna microbes, and the Eﬂmﬂle-‘*‘ cell types of eukaryotes, !
(Austria) report the discovery of a new group of says Thijs Ettema.
-sArchaea, the Lokiarchaeota (or 'Loki* for short), and

Souree: sciencedailyicom
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