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THAI TRAFFICKING RING .

Malaysian
involvement
suspected

AFP, Kuala Lumpur

A labour rights group yes-
terday said it has received
reports of undocumented
migrant workers going
missing in Malaysia and
called on authorities to
investigate whether a
deadly human-trafficking
operation uncovered in
neighbouring Thailand was -
reaching across the border.

The call by Malaysian
NGO Tenaganita came as
Thai authorities said six
more bodies were found
near a site along the two
countries’' borders where
the remains of 26 migrants .
were found over the week-
end in a mass grave,

Glorene Das, director of
Tenaganita, said the group
has over the past year
received testimonies from
illegal migrants and refugees °
about missing loved ones.

She said the testimonials .
indicated Malaysians were
involved in human smug-
gling.

But she cautioned that
Tenaganita had received no

itness accounts or proof -
to that effect, nor any firm
information on whether
Malaysia also is home to
any camps where migrants
are held against their will.
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High-tech ops uncovered
Thai human trafficking ring
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Suspected migrants from Myanmar or Bangladesh line up after they were detained by police outside the southern Thai city of Hat Yai yesterday.
Dozens of migrants were rounded up on May 6 and 7 in southern Thailand as authorities crack down on trafficking networks, prompting people
traffickers to switch tactics, taking large groups of migrants to Malaysia or abandoning their camps, according to rights groups.
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8 Malaysia-
bound fortune
seekers rescued
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Bangladesh Coast Guard

Das called on Malaysia's
government to "investigate
who they are and to con-
tinue the investigations so
that the people involved
can be prosecuted.”

The dead found in
Thailand are believed to be
migrants from Myanmar or
Bangladesh, who for years
have been smuggled in
large numbers to Thailand,
Malaysia and beyond.

On Monday, Deputy

"no evidence" of Malaysian
involvement in the smug-
gling ring operating in
Thailand.

Rights groups have long
accused Thai authorities of

even being complicit in --
people-smuggling.

* THE STAR ONLINE

- The mass grave of Rohingya refugees
. found in Songkhla recently was uncov-
" ered through unprecedented coopera-
- tion and effective use of high-end
. technology, said an anti-human traf-

- ficking body.

The international group, Freeland

. Foundation, said close cooperation
" between the police and NGOs with the
- use of telephone forensics technology
. had enabled investigators to detect and
" catch members of the international

- human-trafficking syndicate responsi-
Home Minister Wan Junaidi °

Tuanku Jaafar said there was -

ble for the burials and kidnappings.
In January, the foundation was

* roped in to assist the Thai police with
. technical assistance in the form of
" analysing phones seized from sus-
- pected traffickers.

The request had followed the

" police's discovery of a new systematic
turning a blind eye to -- and -

kidnapping scheme targeting the

- Rohingyas in Myanmar.

For three months, Freeland helped

police analyse numbers extracted from
the traffickers' phones.

Using that telephone data, police
were able to generate an "i-2 telephone
link chart” which allowed detectives to
narrow their investigation.

The data eventually led them to
zoom in on Myanmar national Soe
Naing Anwar and some of his Thai

connections. On Tuesday, Thai police
announced the arrest of Anwar and two

politicians from Southern Thailand.

Investigators had previously learnt
that the traffickers’ modus operandi
included sending a large boat into
Myanmar each month, where they
would go on land to lure some 300-
400 Rohingyas in Rakhine with the
promise of jobs in Thailand.

Once the boat was full, it would
make its way to the port of Ranong,
Thailand, where trucks operated by the
traffickers would load the Rohingyas
and take them to Songkhla.

They were then placed in large safe-
houses akin to detention camps, and

would be divided into sections.

Section one would be for those who
had relatives and friends in Thailand,
while section two would consist of
those who did not.

“Section 1 members would each be
told to telephone their friends and
family and ask them for the equivalent
of USD$%3,000 or more in exchange for
their freedom.

“Section 2 victims would eventually
be moved to the Malaysian border
where they were sold to Malaysian
farmers for USD$1,000 per person,”
Freeland revealed.

Banking information obtained by
investigators also revealed that the
syndicate was a multi-million dollar
operation,

“Victims were held for long periods
of time and were prone to sickness and
alleged beatings, leading some to die.

“They were buried instead of being
reported to hospitals or authorities,”
the foundation added.

yesterday rescued eight
Malaysia-bound fortune
seekers from a boat at the
outer anchorage of
Chittagong port.

Four alleged brokers
were also detained from
the boat that the eight had
boarded to go to Malaysia
illegally by sea.

On suspicion, a patrol
team of the Coast Guard
caught the engine-run boat
around 6:15pm, said Lt
Commander Durul Huda
of Bangladesh Coast Guard
(east zone).

The boat had started its
journey from the port
city's Majhirghat area
around 5:00pm. The vic-
tims are from Chittagong,
Magura, Narsingdi,
Mymensingh and Bogra,
he said.

Slowly, normalcy
returning to Nepal

13-day mourning for quake victims
ends as death toll hits 7,802

AFP, Kathmandu

Dressed all in white and with their heads shaved, survivors
of a Nepalese earthquake that killed more than 8,400 peo-
ple ended 13 days of mourning yesterday as the broken
capital began picking up the pieces.

As authorities released figures showing nearly 300,000
homes were destroyed by the quake nationwide, mourners
gathered around a Hindu temple in Kathmandu for a series
of ceremonies that concluded at dusk.

Groups of mourners dressed in white, the men with their
heads shaved and women with uncombed hair, drew religious
symbols in the sand before building small fires at the famous
Pashupatinath complex on the banks of the Bagmati river.

In a corner of the temple complex, where hundreds of
cremations have been performed in the past fortnight,
Hindu priests recited chants and threw petals over offerings
of rice and other foods.

The mourners took ritual baths in the river, offering prayers
for their departed loved ones and making donations of bed-
ding, mats, umbrellas, clothing and fruit for temple workers.

"The loss is unbearable. We can only pray they find a
home in heaven," said Chuda Bhakta Shrestha, who lost his
61-year-old wife, 32-year-old daughter and granddaughter,
aged four, when their Kathmandu home crumbled.

"We have to find a way to continue our lives and find the
courage to start anew... There is no alternative other than to
carry on," said the 61-year-old.

According to Hindu tradition, Nepalis mourn their dead
for 13 days after which loved ones begin the painful task of
trying to get on with their lives.

The earthquake which ripped through vast swathes of the
impoverished Himalayan nation on April 25 was Nepal's
deadliest in more than 80 years.

With relief teams only just beginning to reach some of
the worst-hit areas, which have been accessible only by foot,
the number of dead is still climbing.

In its latest update, the National Emergency Operation
Centre (NEOC) put the death toll at 7,802 and the number
of injured at 15,911. More than 100 were also killed in India
and China.

The vast majority of injuries were either fractures or spi-
nal injuries sustained when buildings, often badly built,
collapsed on top of them.

Kashi Sharma, an officer at the NEOC, said that 288,798
houses were completely destroyed in the quake while a
further 254,112 houses had been partially damaged.

The UN children's agency said that the quake had left
almost a million children without classrooms, adding that
almost 24,000 classrooms were damaged or destroyed.

The cost of reconstruction in one of Asia's poorest coun-
tries could run to $5 billion, according to estimates, setting
the economy back years, just as it was emerging from a
decade-long civil war.

Hundreds of thousands of people left Kathmandu in the
days immediately after the tragedy, scared of the continuous
aftershocks and desperate to check on their families living
in ancestral villages.

There were signs yesterday that the city was limping back
to life, with a growing number of shops and restaurants
reopening for business and the capital's roads slowly filling
up once more,

Secret tapes of Sarkozy
ruled legal in inquiry

BBC ONLINE

A French court has ruled that wire-tapped
conversations between ex-President
Nicolas Sarkozy and his lawyer can be
used as evidence in an ongoing corrup-
tion investigation.

The decision is seen as a blow for the cen-
tre-right leader, who is likely to
bid again for the presidency in
2017.

Mr Sarkozy is suspected of
promising a sought-after position
to a judge in return for information
onanother case,

But he was already being
bugged as part of the earlier
investigation,

That case against Mr Sarkozy,
the UMP leader, was eventually dropped.

But it involved accusations that elderly
L'Oreal heiress Liliane Bettencourt had
been financially exploited during the 2007
presidential campaign, with reports of
brown envelopes being handed over
stuffed with large amounts of cash.

He was placed under formal investiga-

tion on suspicion of influence-peddling
last July, after hours of questioning -
reportedly the first time a former French
head of state had been held in police cus-
tody.

The wire-taps revealed that Mr Sarkozy,
using a prepaid mobile phone registered
under the alias of Paul Bismuth, had prom-
ised a prestigious role in Monaco
to a magistrate in exchange for

information about the
Bettencourt inquiry.
The magistrate, Gilbert

Azibert, was never given the job
and Mr Sarkozy denied wrong-
doing.

But the conversations Mr
Sarkozy had with his lawvyer,
Thierry Herzog, have now been
allowed as evidence by the Paris
Appeals Court.

Mr Sarkozy argues that the call was sub-
ject to lawyer-client privilege.

Lawyers for him and Mr Herzog said
they would appeal against the ruling to
France's top court, the Cour de
Cassation.

A man begs for help from the military from a gutter where he had hid himself yesterday to escape a lynching by
a mob at the Cibitoke district of Burundi capital, Bujumbura. The man suspected to be an 'Imbonerakure’, or
member of the Youth League of Burundi's ruling party was finally saved by the army. At least three people were

killed in clashes in Burundi today in protests over the president's bid for a third term.
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(Germany restricts spy
cooperation with NSA

AFP, Berlin

Germany's secret service has severely
restricted cooperation with its US partner
the NSA in response to a scandal over their
alleged joint spying on European officials
and companies, media reported Thursday.

The foreign intelligence agency BND this
week stopped sharing Internet surveillance
data with the US National Security Agency
(NSA), passing on only fax and phone inter-
cepts, the reports said.

Berlin now demands that the NSA
provide a justification for each online
surveillance request, reported the
Sueddeutsche Zeitung daily, public
broadcasters NDR and WDR, and
national news agency DPA.

The NSA had been unable to meet the
new request at short notice, the reports said.
However, such a rule had long been in place
for fax and phone surveillance conducted by
the BND for the NSA.

"This is definitely a dramatic step,”
said Greens party lawmaker Konstantin
von Notz, who serves on a parliamentary
panel investigating the NSA's surveillance

activities.

“I think they've pulled the emergency
brake because, even in 2015, they still can't
control the search terms for Internet traffic,”
he said, charging that the government was
unable "to protect German and European
interests".

Some 120 BND staff and several NSA
technicians have long worked together at
the BND's listening post in Bad Aibling in
the southern state of Bavaria, a former US
military surveillance facility.

German media have reported that their
targets have included not just suspected
extremists and criminals but also, among
others, the French presidency, the European
Commission and the Airbus Group.

The "BND affair" has rattled the govern-
ment of Chancellor Angela Merkel and
caused a rift in her "grand coalition" gov-
ernment with the centre-left Social
Democrats.

The government has so far declined to
release a list of the NSA's requested search
terms for IP and email addresses and mobile
phone numbers, citing its ongoing consul-
tations with Washington.

1 killed in ath-
letes' suicide
pact in India

AFP, New Delhi

Indian authorities launched
an investigation vyesterday
after a young female athlete
apparently killed herself by
eating poisonous fruit in a
suspected suicide pact fol-
lowing alleged harassment
at a state-run sports facility.

Police said one girl had
died and three others were
left in a critical condition
after deciding to commit
suicide together following
harassment at a water sports
centre in south India.

Officers said they had
found a suicide note signed by
the girls, all aged under 15, in
which they complained about
being picked on by "seniors”
at the Alappuzha training
facility in Kerala state.

It didn't specify whether
they were talking about
older colleagues or coaches,
police said.

North Korea would use
nukes if 'forced': Otticial

CNN ONLINE

When officials informed us that we'd be
granted a sit-down interview with a high-
ranking member of North Korea's inner circle
with no preconditions, it was a real surprise.

Senior figures in Pyongyang don't do
interviews, especially not with the interna-
tional press.

"I do not like talking to foreign media, " Park
Yong Chol said frankly as we shook hands
ahead of our meeting. He said that we report
rumor and fabrication about his country.

Park is the deputy director of the DPRK
Institute for Research into National
Reunification -- a think tank with links to the
highest levels of North Korea's government.

When asked about the recent reports
from South Korea's National Intelligence
Agency that Kim Jong Un had personally
ordered the execution of about 15 officials
so far this year, he denied.

But he did not deny that executions take
place here of those who try to overthrow the
government or subvert the system. "It is very
normal for any country to go after hostile
elements and punish them and execute them."

And even though a recent United Nations

report has alleged large-scale human rights
abuses -- murder, starvation and torture of
inmates in a network of brutal prison camps -
- Park denied that such camps exist.

In spite of all the sanctions, the DPRK
sees no option but to pursue its nuclear
weapons program. Park maintained that
his country does indeed have the missile
capability to strike mainland United States
and would do so if the US "forced their
hand."

It has been a costly strategy, but a neces-
sary one, he admitted. "We invested a lot of
money in our nuclear defense to counter the
US threat -- huge sums that could have been
spent in other sectors to improve our
national economy. But this strategic deci-
sion was the right one."

"We're a major power politically, ideo-
logically and militarily," he said. "The last
remaining objective is to make the DPRK a
strong economic power."

But to do that North Korea would have to
improve ties with the international commu-
nity, With mutual distrust and Pyongyang's
refusal to disarm its nuclear arsenal, there
seems to be no clear path to moving for-
ward.

Sri Lanka sets
September
date for war
crimes probe

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka's new govern-
ment yesterday said an
investigation into allega-
tions of war crimes would
begin by September, amid
international pressure to
account for atrocities com-
mitted during the island's
decades-long separatist
conflict.

Foreign Minister
Mangala Samaraweera said
the local inquiry into alle-
gations of abuses in the
final stages of the war
would start by the next UN
Human Rights Council
session, which meets in
Geneva in September.

"We are working on a
timeline and by September
we will have in place a
credible domestic mecha-
nism with foreign technical
expertise," Samaraweera
told reporters in Colombo.

The minister did not
give details of the new
probe, but official sources
said it would draw support
from UN and other inter-
national experts.

The announcement
comes just days after US
Secretary of State John
Kerry urged the govern-
ment to ensure account-
ability for war-time atroci-
ties and work towards
ethnic reconciliation,
during a visit to the island.

Kerry echoed longstand-
ing demands of ethnic
minority Tamils to investi-
gate cases of thousands
who went missing or were
killed towards the end of
the conflict, which
claimed some 100,000
lives between 1972 and
20009.

At the ballot box in
January, President
Maithripala Sirisena
unseated long-time strong-
man Mahinda Rajapakse
who drew international
condemnation over his
refusal to investigate
alleged military abuses.



