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It's being said that the first
ever head transplant can
happen within the next two
years. If so, wouldn't it be
fantastic if we get to see some
of our favourite icons' heads
being given better bodies, or
vice versa?

1. MESSI'S HEAD ON RONALDO'S
BODY:

The war between fans about who is the
better athlete among these two has gone
on for way too long. It would be better it
Messi's head is transplanted on Ronaldo's
body. Not only would he have an angelic
face, but also be a tall hunk with chiselled
abs. Oh, and if we put the best footballing
mind on the best footballing body, the
result would be the best footballer this
world has ever seen. This goal machine

ECHOES BY

Remember the orange bazaar in Sylhet
where millions of identical oranges
were selling? No seller or buyer was
big enough to influence the market.
Competition was cut-throat. Each
seller's profit-margin was very thin.
In course of time, some clever
sellers saw a business opportunity
and decided to pack oranges in
boxes of ten. Buyers were happy
to pay a little extra. The clever
sellers started to gain what
economics defines as 'market
power', sell above the aver-
age market price. An
extreme case of market
power is a monopoly. In
economics, a monopoly
or a firm with market
power is usually looked
at with suspicion.

A state monopoly
emerges because the
government wants
one firm to supply
piped water, immu-
nization or print its
money for social or
security reasons. A private
monopoly arises when a firm gains

i

an edge, for example a patent to manufac-

ture a particular medicine. This edge
allows the firm to enjoy profits for some
time. This edge also ensures new firms
find it difficult to enter the market. Alas!
Economics has focused more on the
abuse of market power than the potential
market power has in improving choices
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will never stop. Cherry on top — Messi
wouldn't feel short, and Ronaldo wouldn't
have to use Clear to get rid of his dandruff.

Tamim's out-of-form head
with his in-form head? I'm
sure we can preserve Tamim's
head with ample amounts of
Fair & Lovely Max Fairness —
Magnet Action magic straight
at work.

2. MICHELE BACHMANN'S HEAD

ON KIM KARDASHIAN'S BODY:

Bachmann is a former American
congresswoman, known for her
controversial and often outrageous
statements. Search “Michele Bachmann
fails” on YouTube to see what | mean.
Kardashian on the other hand breaks the
internet every now and then. Wait, what is
she famous for again? Anyway, put these
two notorious celebs together, and you'll
have the most lethal woman alive. She'll
break the internet, and then break you
into laughter by her insane political
remarks.

4. LEONARDO DICAPRIO'S
HEAD ON THE OSCAR

STATUETTE:
We've seen Leo giving his best
performance in many movies
over the decades. Some of those
were indeed worthy of Academy
Awards. But as the cruel fate
would have it, the man never
received an Oscar. And by the looks
of it, he may never get the most
prestigious film award. So what he
can't lay his hands on the golden
man? Thanks to the head transplant
technology, Leo can in fact become
the Oscar. With time we may figure
out a way to give this man-statue a

sustainable system to support his life.
Wouldn't that be a real sucker-

3. TAMIM IQBAL'S HEAD ON
TAMIM IQBAL'S BODY:

Tamim has been in brilliant form
during Pakistan's tour of Bangladesh.
However, you can't deny that Tamim also
had dips in his form, notably in the last
World Cup. So what if we replaced
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and opportunities.

creating an edge gave the clever orange
sellers an incentive to think about new
ways to sell oranges. The success of the

Let's return back
— - to the

orange sellers doesn't go unnoticed. Less clever
bazaar orange sellers see the possibility of mak-
in Sylhet  ing profits. If these sellers can also do
and see what the clever orange sellers are
why a doing, soon the clever
monopoly orange sellers will
or a firm see their prof-

with market Its evaporat-

power needs ing. They
to be creative won't have
if it wants to the addi-

tional funds
to launch new
ideas. If the
clever sellers
want 1o preserve
their monopoly
power, they need to
be creative so that
new firms genuinely
find it difficult to enter
the market. Creative
monopolies do this for
their own sake by adding
value through innovation. P
Think about Apple and \\'V

stay alive.
The clever
orange sellers in
Sylhet keep on
making profit. They
now have surplus to
invest in new ideas.
After packs of ten,
they introduce home
delivery and fresh
orange juice in tetra
packs. With funds to
invest in research they
/" develop more and more
/' orange varieties for which
4 Sylhet is famous. Are the
buyers happy? They probably
are. Although they have to pay extra for
each of the new products, they now have
a wider range of products to choose from
and also a convenience the orange bazaar
could never have offered. Now arises a
critical moment.
Gaining monopoly power through

Samsung mobile phones.

Over time, both Apple and -
loyal customers by creating
value through genuinely good
products. A certain percentage of
their customers will therefore
always remain with them. What
about the customers in the middle

Samsung have created a base of "‘a\ e

punch to his haters?

5. TYRION
LANNISTER'S HEAD ON
OBERYN MARTELL'S

BODY:

(Contains GoT season 4
spoiler, in case you haven't seen it
yet.)

Tyrion has been called an
“imp” throughout his whole life.
He loathes being looked down
on. In Season 4, Oberyn Martell
gets his head literally crushed by
the Mountain, while the former
was fighting on Tyrion's behalf. So
why not use Oberyn's unharmed
and unused body to fulfil Tyrion's
life-long dream? The expenses
won't be an impediment; after all,
a Lannister always pays his debts.
Okay, now that you're mentally
scarred after reading these, maybe
head transplant is not such a good
idea after all. But provided it is
plausible, whose body would you
like to transplant your head on?

who are undecided? How do Apple and
Samsung attract or keep them? Again, by
creating value through innovation. Apple
and Samsung flagship phones have to
have something genuinely new to offer.
Otherwise undecided customers may not
want to stay with them. Even worse, if
the new features aren't good enough,
other companies will see the pros-
pect of making their own versions
and attract the undecided Apple
and Samsung customers.
Monopoly firms can and do
abuse their power, but they
also have to be creative if they
want to stay 1n business. This
second side of monopolies
is almost always over-
looked in a Principles of
Economics course. A
good monopoly has to
be a creative monop-
oly. Otherwise, they'll
become fossilized
like the dinosaurs.
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