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POLLS TO 3 CITY CORPORATIONS

EC observers find
no irregularities

PANKA] KARMAKAR

The Election Commission's (EC) own
observers have found no irregularities
in the last week's Dhaka and
Chittagong city corporation polls.

"Most of them [observers] have
submitted their reports claiming that
elections were held in a fair and peace-
ful manner apart from some stray
incidents,” a senior assistant secretary
of the EC told The Daily Star yesterday,
seeking anonymity.

"We are compiling the reports and
those will be placed before the election
commissioners,” the official added.

However, the April 28 elections
witnessed numerous irregularities,
ballot boxes stuffing and harassment of
journalists, according to media reports.

Prior to the polls, the EC had
deployed 45 upazila- and thana-level
election officers as observers to "inten-
sively” monitor electoral atmosphere
at every ward in the three cities.

The EC had directed its officials to
stay in their electoral areas before and

after the election day to monitor the
situation. It also asked the officials to
submit reports to the returning officers
and the EC within 24 hours after vot-
ing concluded.

“I have found neither any irregularity
nor any unpleasant incident where I
discharged duties,” said SM Habibur
Rahman, election officer of Moralganj
upazila in Bagerhat, who worked as an
observer in ward 2 and 3 of Dhaka North
City Corporation,

“Whenever I heard any news of
irregularity or vote rigging from any
polling centre, I rushed there. But I
found no anomaly,” said Shakhawat
Hossain, election officer of
Chatmohorupazilain Pabna.

“So I have to submit my report
mentioning that the election was held
in a fair and peaceful manner,” said
Shakhawat, who worked at ward 13,
19 and 20 of Dhaka South City
Corporation,

Regarding the reports, Election
Commissioner Shah Nawaz said, “We
will look into the reports of our offi-

cials. If any irregularity or negligence in
duties of any polling official is found,
we will surely take action.”

Meanwhile, terming the April 28
election “farcical” and "illegal”, BNP-
backed mayoral candidates for Dhaka
north and Dhaka south Tabith Awal
and Mirza Abbas yesterday once again
demanded re-polling.

Besides, over a dozen losing coun-
cillor aspirants demanded recounting
of votes.

Contacted, EC Secretary Sirazul
Islam said, "As the election results have
been published in official gazettes, the
aggrieved persons must go to election
tribunal to file complaints. The com-
mission has nothing to do now.”

Under the Local Government (City
Corporation) Act, 2009, the EC has
constituted two tribunals, one in
Dhaka and another in Chittagong, for
disposal of polls-related petitions.

Besides, the EC has also set up three
Appellate Tribunals, one each for the
three city corporations, for filing appeals
against the electoral tribunal’s verdict.

Nothing abnormal
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his involvement in the BDR carnage
in Pilkhana on February 25-26, 2009,
which left 57 army officers killed.

BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia and
Pintu's family members alleged that
it was a pre-planned murder by the
government. The allegation, however,
was refuted by the state minister for
home and the jail authorities.

Kafil Uddin, associate professor at
the forensic medicine department of
Rajshahi Medical College Hospital,
said they found nothing abnormal in
the deceased's body.

For an in-depth look into his
death, the forensic medicine depart-
ment collected viscera and sent those
to Dhaka for forensic examination,
added Kafil.

Meanwhile, an unnatural death
case was filed with Rajpara Police
Station yesterday in this connection,
said Mehedi Hasan, officer-in-charge
at the police station in Rajshabhi.
LAID TO REST
Pintu was buried yesterday in his father's
grave at Azimpur Graveyard in the capital
after a third namaz-e-janaza at the play-
ground of the Institute of Leather and
Technology after Asr prayers.

Earlier in the morning, Khaleda
and hundreds of BNP men paid their
last tributes to the party leader plac-
ing wreaths on his coffin in front of
the BNP central office at Nayapaltan.

After placing wreaths, a tearful
Khaleda stood in solemn silence
beside the coffin. Having a last
glimpse of the deceased, she covered
the coffin with her party flag and
offered munajat for the salvation of
the departed soul.

A namaj-e-janaza of the former
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal president
was held there. Apart from BNP men,
some leaders of the components of
the 20-party alliance also attended
the janaza ceremony.

Talking to reporters before the
namaj-e-janaza, BNP National
Standing Committee Member
Moudud Ahmed said, "This death is
unexpected to us. Pintu was not only
an emerging leader, but also an active
organiser. His untimely demise is
tragic for us.”

From Nayapaltan, Pintu's body
was taken to his Hazaribagh resi-
dence.

Pintu was a ward-level leader and
assumed the helm of JCD within a
short time. He had earned the trust of
the BNP chief and her son Tarique
Rahman. He was elected MP from
Hazaribagh-Lalbagh in 2001 when he
was the president of JCD at the age of
34,

On Sunday night, Pintu's brother
Nasim Ahmed Rintu received the body
from the jail authorities in Rajshahi. His
first namaj-e-janaza was held on the
Hetemkhan Baro Mosque premises.

Our Rajshahi correspondent con-
tributed to this report.

US cops kill 2

FROM PAGE 16

Ridge Apartments. He was not identi-
fied, and the second man's apartment
was searched, the station said, quot-
ing an FBI agent.

The shooting in a Dallas suburb
was an echo of past attacks or threats
in other Western countries against art
depicting the Prophet Mohammad.
In January, gunmen killed 12 people
in the Paris offices of French satirical
magazine Charlie Hebdo in what it
said was revenge for its cartoons.

The attack on Sunday took place at
about 7:00pm local time in a parking
lot of the Curtis Culwell Center, an
indoor arena in Garland, northeast of
Dallas. Geert Wilders, a polarizing
Dutch politician and anti-Islamic
campaigner who is on an al-Qaeda
hit list, was among the speakers at
the event.

Garland police and the FBI had no
immediate comment on the report.

WAR CRIMES TRIBUNAL

2 Shibir leaders face
contempt charge

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The International Crimes Tribunal-1
yesterday initiated contempt of court
proceedings against two top leaders of
[slami Chhatra Shibir, student wing of
Jamaat-e-Islami, for their joint media
statement about a war crimes verdict.

The court also asked Abdul Jabbar
and Atiqur Rahman, president and
secretary general of Shibir, to explain
in three weeks as to why they should
not be punished for "making a deroga-
tory statement” that “constitutes con-
tempt of the tribunal”,

The court exonerated three top
leaders of Jamaat and a lawyer from
the proceedings by issuing warning
that they should be more careful and
respectful in making comments over
judicial matters and judges in future.

The three-member tribunal led by
Justice M Enayetur Rahim with mem-
bers Justice Jahangir Hossain and
Justice Anwarul Haque fixed May 24
for further order in this regard.

On January 1, the prosecution
brought contempt charges against the
five leaders and the lawyer for separate
statements following death sentence
awarded to Jamaat leader ATM Azharul
[slam on December 30 last year.

They all submitted their individual
reply following an order of the tribu-
nal issued on January 12.

Tajul Islam, who defended Jamaat
leaders facing war crimes charges, was
exonerated and given an opportunity
to "rectify himself” as he apologised

unconditionally for his comment.

Jamaat acting ameer Magbul
Ahmad, acting secretary general
Shafiqur Rahman and nayeb-e-ameer
Mujibur Rahman were exempted from
the charges as their statements did not
attack the tribunal “directly”.

But the tribunal began the con-
tempt proceedings against the Shibir
leaders as their joint statement, which
was published in Daily Sangram on
December 31 last year, "prima facie
appears to be extremely derogatory to
the independence and image of the
tribunal...”

In the statement, the Shibir leaders
said: “..Inconsistency was everywhere
in the case [against Azhar]. That judge-
ment was not given on the basis of fair
justice but on the reflection of
speeches by the Awami League and
their alliance, destructive agitators of
Shahbagh.

“...If such trial continues as a
weapon of an interested quarter to
execute their political revenge, the
public would have no other way but to
give proper reply against such injus-
tice,” said the statement.

Rejecting their reply, the court in its
yvesterday's order said the content of
the statement was a "serious threat
intending to interfere and demean the
lawful authority and the normal
course of administration of justice of
the tribunal”.

“Such remarks also prima facie
touch the very credibility and majesty
of the tribunal,” it added.

Won't bow down
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only before the almighty Allah,” she
was quoted as saying by a minister.

Widely reported irregularities in the
last week's city corporation polls and
BNP's boycott featured prominently in
the telephone conversation between
Ban Ki-moon and Sheikh Hasina on
Friday.

Talking to the PM, the UN chief said
BNP's participation in the Dhaka and
Chittagong city elections was relieving,
but he expressed concern over the
party's pulling out midway through
the race, media reports said.

Expressing surprise at Ban's phone
call, the prime minister said, “He had

called me to know about the city elec-
tions. But had he called Mamata Banerjee
[West Bengal chief minister]| after recent
municipality elections there?”

Some ministers also joined the
discussion and echoed the PM's views.

Hasina, who chaired the meeting,
told the ministers and state ministers
that the city polls in Dhaka and
Chittagong were free and fair, cabinet
sources said.

In this regard, some ministers said
the city polls were much better than
the January 5 parliamentary elections
as no life was lost this time,

They also castigated the BNP for
boycotting the elections.

Rural women
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by rights activist Khushi Kabir at
Cirdap in the capital.

"A person has effective ownership
when s/he has legal land documents
and can take decision about the land's
use and sale, and also about the
income generated from it," said Barkat
explaining how many rural women,
despite being owners, have no control
over their property.

"Women's ownership on land or
real estate, in most cases, is an issue of
tax evasion by men," he said, adding
that in Dhaka city 85% of the flat own-
ers are mothers-in-law of men, 80% of
whom are dead.

252 Muslim, 60 Hindu, 30
Chakma, 30 Garo and 30 Santal
women were interviewed for the study
which was carried out in 12 districts of
seven divisions.

Men from these communities were
also interviewed about their respective
inheritance laws -- formulated on the
basis of religious doctrines -- known as
personal laws.

The survey findings show that
Santal, Chakma and Hindu women
were among the most vulnerable

groups because of their restricted
inheritance rights as granted in their
respective religions. Garo women
living in matrilineal society, however,
were comparatively in safer zone.

"Most of the time Muslim women
do not get their share granted to them
as per the Quranic law," said Seema
Zaman, assistant professor of the
department of law at Dhaka
University.

She pointed out how Muslim
women are often deprived by their
brothers and in-laws or are coerced into
declining their share of the property.

Prof Sadeka Halim reflected on how
the issue of equal property rights was
deleted from the Women's Policy
gradually from its first draft in 1997 to
the latestin 2011.

Journalist Abu Sayeed Khan and
women rights' activist Maksuda Akhter
talked about the need for passing a
Uniform Family Code.

"This law can exist as an option for
those who want to make use of it
besides the existing personal laws,
given our country's context where
amending religion-based personal
laws is difficult, " said Khan.
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Bangladesh
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beside its neighbour with as much
capacity as it has.

Agriculture Minister Matia
Chowdhury confirmed The Daily Star
that the meeting had decided to send
one-lakh tonnes of rice to Nepal.

"We will send 50,000 tonnes of
rice on an urgent basis,” she said,
adding, “I have urged the food minis-
ter to release the rice immediately.”

Currently, Bangladesh has suffi-
cient rice stocks to aid disaster-hit
Nepal, Matia said.

Sources said the rice would be
transported to Nepal by road through
northern borders of Bangladesh.

Besides, cargo planes and rescue
helicopters would carry adequate quan-
tity of water for the quake-hit people.

Meanwhile, four cargo trucks
carrying 25 tonnes of relief materials
left Dhaka for Nepal via
Banglabandh-Fulbari-Panitanki-
Kakarbhitta land route yesterday
afternoon.

The relief materials include 3,000
cartons of dry food, fruit juice,
5,000 pieces of blankets, tents, water
bottles and torchlight, according to
a press release of Bangladesh
embassy in Nepal.

More than 7,300 people have been
killed in the devastating 7.8 magni-
tude earthquake that rocked Nepal
on April 25. Thousands were injured
and left homeless after the disaster.

Nepal for end
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have sent trucks to deliver aid and
deployed helicopters to rescue thou-
sands of people from remote towns
and villages.

The chief of India's National
Disaster Response Force (NDRF),
which was among the first foreign
organizations to arrive after the
quake, said it had been asked by the
Nepalese government to conclude its
search and rescue operation.

"All the search and rescue teams, not
the relief (teams) ... have been asked to
return,” NDRF Director General OP
Singh told Indian television. "We will
see how best it can be done.”

The United Nations has said 8
million of Nepal's 28 million people
were affected by the quake, with at
least 2 million needing tents, water,
food and medicines over the next
three months.

Tiny bat wing
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It is the first such fossil found and is
thought to belong to a previously
unknown species of obscure smaller
dinosaurs (scansoriopterygids),
related to the famous primitive bird,
Archaeopteryx.

The dinosaur, named Yi Q1 mean-
ing 'Strange Wing' in Mandarin, is
not thought to be related to the ori-
gin of mammalian bats but instead is
thought to be an example of conver-
gent evolution.

This occurs when species independ-
ently evolved similar characteristics -
such as developing a large bone in
their wrist or hand and a supporting
membrane, as found in Yi Qi's fossil-
ised remains from the Jurassic period.

The find is significant because it is
unusual to see such membrane devel-
opment in a dinosaur and further
complicates study into the develop-
ment of flight.

“It definitely evolved a wing that is
unique in the context of the transi-
tion from dinosaurs to birds,” Prof
Xu Xing, lead author of the study
from the Institute of Vertebrate
Paleontology and Paleoanthropology,
in Beijing, said.

Mockery
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who earned the nickname “Butcher
of Mirpur” for his sinister role during
the war, had brought relief to the
people who waited 42 years to see
justice done. But the plaque comes as
a fresh blow to their sentiments,

“The use of the word "'martyr’
before his name is an offence,” said
Abul Fayez Shah Newaz, commander
of Faridpur Muktijoddha Sangsad.

“The word should be removed and
those who used it should be pun-
ished,” he demanded.

Contacted, Quader Mollah's
brother Mainuddin Mollah said the
local Jamaat office made the decision
to use the word and the plaque was
set up in line with the decision.

“But we the family members also
believe that he is a martyr,” said
Mainuddin, also chairman of
Bhashanchar union.

But Faridpur Jamaat chief Prof
Abdut Toab claimed the plaque was
set up by locals.

He added the party office had
nothing to do with it although they
considered him a martyr.

Freedom fighter Aminur Rahman
Farid said Quader Mollah was a mur-
derer.

“A murderer can't be a martyr,” he
said, calling on the administration to
dismantle the tombstone.

On April 22, Upazila Nirbahi
Officer Roksana Rahman said, “We are
taking steps to remove the plaque.”

Contacted again last evening, she
said the process to take it down was
underway.

TIN-SHED HOUSE COLLAPSE

Owner Jubo League
leader arrested

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Rapid Action Battalion yesterday
detained Jubo League leader
Moniruzzaman Chowdhury, who had
built an illegal tin house at the capital's
Malibagh Jheelpar.

He went into hiding after the two-
storey structure had collapsed on April
15, killing a dozen people.

The 36-year-old is the information
and research secretary of the Dhaka
city south unit Jubo League, the youth
front of the ruling Awami League.

A Rab-3 team detained him at Tipra
Bazar of Comilla around 5:30am.

Speaking at a press conference at the
Rab-3 headquarters, Lt Commander
Khandaker Golam Sarwar, command-
ing officer of Rab-3, yesterday said
Moniruzzaman occupied the marsh-
land and built the tin structure there.

He went into hiding after the struc-
ture had collapsed on April 15, added
Sarwar,

According to RAB, the arrestee was
accused in several criminal cases
including for murder and extortion in
the capital. He landed in jail earlier.

There are allegations that he is
involved in extorting money from
garment factory owners at Malibagh
Chowdhurypara, said the Rab official.

Introducing himself as a cable TV
operator, Moniruzzaman at the press
briefing told journalists that he
“bought” the land two years ago.

Built with tin, metal bars and wood
about a year ago, the ground floor of
the two-storey house went down in
water on April 15.

Members of around 20 families got
trapped under the wreckage. At least 20
people were rescued by locals.

Syed Ibrahim Ali, a dweller on the
first floor, said there were 20 rooms in
the structure, and they would pay a
monthly rent of TK 4,500-5,000 for
each room.

Rampura police filed a case on April
16 against Moniruzzaman for causing
deaths by negligence.

Bill placing not now
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“You have one stand before poll and
another after! It is double standard for
narrow political gains,” Tarun Gogoi
told a press conference in Guwahati,
the capital city of Assam.

Gogoi, who has already shot off a
letter to Modi a few days ago oppos-
ing Assam's exclusion, also said the
Centre should have consulted the
state before proposing any change to
the deal.

"He [Modi] talks of cooperative
federalism. But what kind of federal-
ism is this where the concerned chief
minister is not consulted at all? Qur
stand has remained the same all along.
We still think that this is good for
Assam and it will help in stopping
infiltration from Bangladesh," Gogoi
said.

On November 30 last year, Modi
had said at a party workers’ rally in the
state capital that his government
would go ahead with the land bound-
ary agreement (LBA) with Bangladesh
for a permanent solution to infiltra-
tion issue keeping in mind the welfare
of Assam.

"l know Assam's problems. I
assure you all that there will be no
compromise on Assam's security.
Land swapping will be done for a
permanent solution,” the PM had
said.

“l know the sentiment of Assamese
people regarding land swapping deal.

[ assure you, we will move ahead
considering India and Assam's wel-
fare.

"Assam will gain in long term even
if it looks like losing in short term, " he
had said then.

The BJP unit in Assam has opposed
the exchange of enclaves between
Bangladesh and India involving the
territory of Assam.

The party now wants to exclude
Assam due to sensitivities in the
state where BJP aspires to come to
power in Assembly polls due early
next year.

BJP LEADERS MEET

Top BJP leadership last night met at
the residence of party chief Amit Shah
to discuss matters related to Assam,
including the land boundary agree-
ment with Bangladesh.

Home Minister Rajnath Singh,
External Affairs Minister Sushma
Swaraj and Parliamentary Affairs
Minister M Venkaiah Naidu and RSS
Join General Secretary Krishna Gopal
were present.

Sources said the leaders discussed
the Assam assembly elections sched-
uled for next year and the party's strat-
egy for the same. Besides, ramifica-
tions of delinking Assam from the land
boundary bill also came up for discus-
sion.

Party leaders from Assam were also
present at the meeting which lasted for
several hours,

Women's contribution
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very vast. "So we need to define the sec-
tors and workers in small segments so
that the workers can enjoy the benefits
under the legal system,” he said.

Syed Ahmed, inspector general of
the Department of Inspection for
Factories and Establishments, said
the number of inspectors for pro-
tecting the rights of more than six
crore working people was really
poor. “We are trying to increase the
number of factory inspectors so that

the rights of the workers can be pro-
tected.”

Mujibul Haque Chunnu, state
minister for labour and employment,
also spoke.

In Bangladesh, the sectors which
have less dependence on technology,
capital, lack availability of labourers,
and barely abide by rules, are consid-
ered informal sectors, though such
businesses have trade licences and pay
income taxes.

Govt plans to build
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years, leaving a development imbal-
ance between the southern districts
and other parts of the country.

As the government is undertaking
new economic activities in the
region, construction of an airport
will leave a positive impact, he told
The Daily Star.

However, noted economist Prof
Anu Muhammad of Jahangirnagar
University said questions remain if
the government has considered the
possible damages to the Sundarbans
during implementation of its devel-
opment plans including launch of
the power plant and a food grain
silo.

Both the economists observed that
an ecological study should be carried
out assessing any possible threats to
the Sundarbans before constructing
the airport.

A feasibility study has, however,
been done by Khulna University of
Engineering and Technology on the
project in November 2013, according
to a proposal of the planning ministry.

Construction of the proposed air-
port, around 20 kilometres off Khulna
city, will start in July this year and be
completed by June 2018. The airport
will be 20-km away from the Mongla
Port, the second largest seaport in the
country.

Once constructed, the airport
would play a vital role in establishing
fast and uninterrupted communica-

tions to the Mongla Export Processing
Zone (EPZ), Mongla Economic Zone,
Mongla Port and Rampal power plant,
says the proposal.

It would also contribute to the
development of the country's tourism
sector as tourists would find it easier to
visit the mangrove forest and other
places of attraction like Shat Gombuj
Masjid in Bagerhat.

The airport would also facilitate
sending and distributing relief materi-
als in case of any natural calamities,
the proposal adds.

Khulna never has had an airport. Its
nearest airport is in Jessore, some
70km away and around two hours'
journey from the city.

Planning Minister AHM Mustafa
Kamal has recently said the govern-
ment wants to turn the Khulna region
into an economic hub as it lags behind
other parts of the country.

He has also said they will construct
an airport in the region in order to
ensure smooth communications and
attract foreign investors.

Earlierin 1996, around 41.3 acres of
land were acquired to construct a short
take-off and landing airport, but the
work stopped later.

Now, around 163 hectares of land
will be acquired under the new airport
project.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
during her visit to Khulna in March
2011 promised to build an airport in
the southwestern region.



