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Nepal pleads
for funds

Quake wipes out half s B 8 B_KH
of its economy ~

ARUN DEVNATH

Nepalese Finance Minister Ram Sharan Mahat yesterday
used a gathering of 3,000 people from around the wortld in
Baku to plead for global help as his earthquake-ravaged
nation struggles to raise funds for rebuilding.

“It is with great pain and sadness that I stand before you
to present the case of my country which now remains
devastated. The massive earthquake has resulted in incal-
culable human loss and suffering, with millions of people
rendered homeless. The scale of destruction of physical
and social infrastructure is immense with hardly any
school or health post intact in the most affected districts,”
he said.

As desperation grows among the survivors in Nepal,
Asia's second poorest country, Mahat said he is grateful to
the nations that dispatched assistance and relief materials,
but it is a massive task to put the country back on track

The cost to rebuild Nepal after its most devastating earth- D EAT H TO I. I- -

quake in eight decades will exceed $10 billion and take
years, Mahat said at the annual meetings of the Asian
Development Bank in Baku, the capital of Azerbaijan,

where he was invited to speak by ADB President Takehiko
Nakao to highlight his country's plight.
His reconstruction estimate is equivalent to about half of

AFP

Nepal's $20 billion economy. Pigeons fly past a Nepalese man walking through the rubble of Durbar Square, a Unesco world heritage site, badly damaged by I PHOTO:
MORE ON PAGE 8 seepacE ncoL1  the April 25 earthquake in Kathmandu. The photo was taken yesterday.

Hard time for media

Bangladeshi journos, online activists faced 213 attacks in 2014,
mostly by state machinery, says ARTICLE 19, intl media watchdog

STAFF CORRESPONDENT KILLING I 4

Law enforcement agencies and ruling party activists carried out 56.68 SERIOUSLY INJURED

percent of the total attacks on journalists and online activists in MINOR ASSAULTS
Bangladesh last year, says a report by a UK- based organisation. THREAT/INTIMIDATION

The total number of legal proceedings against journalists and ARREST/POLICE REMAND
online activists has also risen since last year, according to the report ABDUCTION
prepared by ARTICLE 19, an international organisation promoting VEXATIOUS CASES
freedom of expression and information, CONTEMPT OF COURT

Tahmina Rahman, director of the organisation's Bangladesh and DEFAMATION CASE (CRIMINAL)
South Asia chapter, presented the report yesterday at the Dhaka  DESTRUCTION OF EQUIPMENT
Reporter's Unity on the occasion of the World Press Freedom Day:. GENDER BASED ATTAKS

19
17

28
13
10

12

Out of the 213 attacks on journalists and online activists last year, Frequency of different types of attacks against
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journalists and online activists

[TSTEJANALYSIS

Land deal caught in
BJP-Congress row

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA

After the failure to ink the treaty of the Teesta
river water-sharing, another major show-
piece of India-Bangladesh relations, the
land boundary deal, appears to have been
caught up in the domestic political tussle
between India's ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party and main opposition Congress.

It began with the news that the BJP-led
government wants to keep the northeastern
state of Assam out of the purview of imple-

After the 2008
national polls, the
recent city corpora-
tion election is the
fairest in the coun-

try's history.

WAR CRIMES RESEARCHER

SHAHRIAR KABIR
AT A DISCUSSION MARKING
THE BIRTH ANNIVERSARY
OF JAHANARA IMAM
e 5101 0f Bouddha Purnima.

Dead zones found
in Atlantic Ocean

INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

mentation of the Land Boundary
Agreement (LBA). A constitution amend-
ment bill needs to be passed in both Houses
of Parliament -- Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha
-- for the LBA to be implemented because it
involves exchange of land between the two
countries.

Congress has already opposed the gov-
ernment's move to keep Assam out of the
implementation of the Land Boundary
Agreement. The party has conveyed its stand

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

Swathes of oxygen-deprived water up to 100 miles
long, unable to sustain any form of animal life, have
been found in the Atlantic, scientists have said.
Researchers of the GEOMAR Helmholtz Centre
for Ocean Research Kiel in Germany discovered the
unexpectedly low oxygen environments several

A devotee prays at the Dharmarajik Bouddha Bihar in Kamalapur in the capital yesterday on the occa- T hundred kilometres off the coast of West Africa.
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WHAT'S EID WITHOUT COLOURS?

What makes Eid such a vibrant and colourful festival? You do, of course! How you
look plays an integral role in defining Eid. To make sure you don't miss out on
making the most of this Eid, look out for your copy of Star Eid Fashion Magazine,
the most comprehensive guide to all things fashionable. Also, don't miss this
opportunity to show how your brand celebrates Eid in style by showcasing your

poductsinthe Star Eid Fashion Magazine

Participants nationwide are requested to send their selected outfits and
accessories for the album.

Attention: Designers & Boutiques
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BNP plans to
make polls

questionable

Says PM as Ctg
mayor-elect
Nasir meets her
BSS, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has said the BNP,
being “failed” to wage move-
ment and win the city corpo-
ration elections, has drawn
out a plan to make the polls
questionable and is propa-
gating for diplomatic pres-
sure on the government on
this particular issue.

“But Awami League did-
n't make any mistake or
offence for which the gov-
ernment should bow to any
diplomatic pressure,” she
said, welcoming mayor-
elect of Chittagong City
Corporation AZM Nasir
Uddin at the Gono Bhaban
last night,

Nasir along with his wife
and two children and leaders
and workers of the AL and its
associate organisations of
Chittagong went to the Gono
Bhaban to meet Hasina.
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Two women
tortured over
land dispute

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Thalakathi

Two women were beaten up
brutally for about an hour
after they were tied up with
two separate trees Saturday
afternoon in East Rajapur
village under Rajapur
upazila, said Rajapur Police,

Both were unconscious
when they were rescued by
Police. They were rushed to
Rajapur Health complex but
later they were sent to Sher-
E-Bangla Medical College in
Barisal in critical condition,
said Sub-Inspector Biplob
Mistri.

The injured were, Rahima
Begum, wife of Ensab Alj,
and Nasima Begum, Ensab's
sister-in-law.

The Daily Star obtained
some mobile video footage
of the incident, which shows
five to six men and three to
four women attacking
Rahima and Nasima.

Witnesses claimed
Rahima and Nasima were
sexually harassed too.

There is a dispute
between Ensab Ali and Lal
Mia of the village centring a
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PRAYER TIMING
MAY 4
Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha

AZAN  4-15 12-45 445 6-31 8-00
JAMAAT 4-50 1-15 5-00 6-35 8-30
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Criteria for Participation:

Materials used should be produced locally.

All submissions must be accompanied by, name of
designer, address, contact no, price and a short description of the

product. (either in English or Bangla)

Designs should be original and suitable for the weather conditions.
The attires and accessories sent for the album will be returned.
Entry fee per submission is Tk. 500 (minimum 6 entries for each

participating house)

Last Date of Submission 19 May, 2015

Contact: For submission of products and advertisement

Sayeed Ahmed Chowdhury: 01711623905
Kamal Hossain: 01681014920

EDITOR: MAHFUZ ANAM-Published by the Editor from Transcraft Ltd, 229, Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka-1208 on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd, 52, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000. Editorial, News & Commercial Offices: 64-65, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka-1215,
Tel: 9144330 (Hunting) & 8124944, Fax: 9144332, 8125155, 8126154, GP0 Box No: 3257, e-mail: editor@thedailystar.net, reporting@thedailystar.net



